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What’s Coming 

Dueling Barrels Distillery – Pikeville – Bourbon distilling is coming to Eastern Kentucky.  The distillery, owned by Alltech, is scheduled to open in the fall of 2017.  Its name is tied to the famous Hatfield & McCoy feud.  The brewery and distillery will offer moonshine, bourbon, beer and ale.  www.duelingbarrels.com 

Country Boy Brewing – Georgetown – The craft beer company started in 2012, has quickly become successful and is opening a second location in Georgetown.  In addition to the expanded production facility, the location will have a taproom and offer tours.  An anticipated opening date is not yet available.
www.countryboybrewing.com 

Old Forester Distillery – Louisville -  The Brown-Forman Corporation is making a $30 million investment to open a distillery and bourbon experience for its founding brand, Old Forester, in two historic buildings on West Main Street in Louisville on Whiskey Row. They expect to open the Old Forester Distillery in late 2017, building on the company’s strong bourbon whiskey heritage by creating a world-class distilling operation and visitor destination that showcases the craftsmanship and authenticity of Old Forester, the first bottled bourbon. www.oldforester.com 

Michter’s Micro-Distillery – Louisville - Michter’s is renovating the historically and architecturally significant Fort Nelson Building at 801 West Main Street in downtown. The projected completion will be in 2018. It will be located on Louisville’s Museum Row, directly across the street from one of Louisville’s top tourist attractions, the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory which attracts nearly 300,000 visitors a year. The Fort Nelson building’s striking exterior is a classic example of 1890s cast iron architecture. www.michters.com 

Paristown Pointe – Louisville – Paristown Pointe, a neighborhood established in the 1800’s, is set to receive a $28 million renovation that will transform it into an arts and culture district.  Officials expect it to be completed in mid-2018.  http://paristownpointe.com/ 

Kentucky International Convention Center – Louisville – The Kentucky International Convention Center closed in August 2016 to undergo a two-year, $180 million expansion.  The new design will enable Louisville to compete for meeting and convention business currently being lost to larger cities.  Changes include a transparent design to the exterior of the building, expanded meeting rooms, as well as, pursing becoming LEED Silver Certified. www.kyconvention.org 

Diageo Bourbon Distillery - Shelby County – The new distillery, whose official name will be The Bulleit Distilling Company, will have state-of-the-art warehouses.  They have also made a $2-3-million-dollar investment to be environmentally-friendly.  Bulleit ranks as one of the fastest growing small batch whiskeys in American.  The 150+ year old family recipe uses a large amount of rye grain, which gives Bulleit a distinctive taste.  www.diageo.com

Rabbit Hole Distillery - Louisville – The husband-wife owned craft distillery plans to locate in the trendy Nulu section of Louisville.  They already have some moonshine products on the market and will produce bourbon and rye whiskey.  Completion is slated for fall 2017.     www.rabbitholedistilling.com/ 

Kentucky Kingdom – Louisville – More additions and updates are planned for the 2017 season.  The park is adding a new thrill ride, Eye of the Storm and renovating Thunder Run.  Many other upgrades are planned throughout the park, including the addition of more children’s rides.  www.kentuckykingdom.com 

Stingray Hideaway – Newport Aquarium - This brand new, immersive experience coming in May 2017 is the only one of its kind in North America. The 17,000-gallon touchpool features three species of stingrays, a host of different fish and extensive area all around for up-close viewing and interaction. There is even a separate touchpool area designed especially for the reach of younger kids.



Rabbit Hash General Store – Burlington – The iconic 185 year-old Rabbit Hash General Store, destroyed by fire in 2016, is being rebuilt.  The Rabbit Hash Historical Society is planning for the work to be completed in Spring 2017 and the popular store re-opened. http://www.rabbithash.com/ 

Bill Monroe Museum – Rosine – A museum is planned to honor the Father of Bluegrass Music, Bill Monroe.  Ground will be broken in May and it the current time, it is projected to be completed in the fall of 2017.  http://www.visitohiocountyky.com/ 

Lux Row Distillers, Bardstown – The Bourbon Capital of the World is adding another distillery, which is planned by Luxco, a St. Louis-based company.  A 18,000 sq. ft. distillery will be built and will include a visitor’s center.  Projected completion date is late 2017.  http://luxrowdistillers.com/  

James E. Pepper Distillery, Lexington – The historic 1776 James E. Pepper bourbon label will be revived.  The distillery will be located at the west end of formerly abandoned, now repurposed Pepper Campus, which is now home to Ethereal Brewery, Barrel House Distilling, Crank & Boom Ice Cream, Kentucky Knows and Middle Fork Kitchen.  The distillery anticipates operation in late 2017.  www.peppercampus.com  http://jamesepepper.com/ 

Castle & Key Distillery, Millville (Woodford Co.)  – The former Old Taylor Distillery has been renamed Castle & Key and the current plan is to be open to the public in 2017.  A botanical gin will be offered this year and a rye whiskey will be available in 2018.  The gardens are being restored by Jon Carloftis and a full-service restaurant will open in the train station on the grounds.  http://www.castleandkey.com/ 

International Bluegrass Music Center, Owensboro – The new $15 million facility, which will replace the existing museum, will be much larger, have a 500-seat concert hall, 2,000-seat outdoor concert arena, a research library, teaching rooms and a rooftop restaurant overlooking the Ohio River.  Ground was broken in June 2016 and the center is scheduled to open in 2018.  www.visitowensboro.com 

Appalachian Horse Center – Breathitt Co. – The center will be a place to re-purpose Kentucky’s unwanted horses into positive contributors to the Commonwealth through equine education, equine agri-tourism, and equine therapy.  http://appalachianhorsecenter.org/ 

2017 Solar Eclipse, Hopkinsville – The place to be during the total eclipse of the sun on Aug. 21, 2017 is Western Kentucky.  For more information on viewing areas, timing and local tourism information, visit www.kentuckytourism.com/eclipse 

Appalachian Wildlife Center, Bell County - The Appalachian Wildlife Center will be a one-of-a-kind facility in southeastern Kentucky offering unique and diverse opportunities to view and learn about the wildlife and wild landscapes of the region. The center will be developed on a large tract of reclaimed mine lands.  The purpose of The Center, projected to open in 2019, is to serve as a significant tourist attraction and be a world-class conservation education and research facility.
 http://www.appalachianwildlife.com/index.html 
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