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Kentucky Classics: History, Horses & Hospitality
A Suggested Group Tour Itinerary
(Times shown are Eastern Time)

Day 1
	11:30 a.m.	Arrive in Louisville and have lunch at one of the Louisville area’s many fine restaurants or take a lunch cruise on the Ohio River aboard the Belle of Louisville or Spirit of Jefferson. (www.gotolouisville.com)
	12:30 p.m.	Your tour of Louisville this afternoon begins downtown at the world’s largest baseball bat. The Louisville Slugger Museum offers a tour through their plant where you’ll see a Louisville Slugger baseball bat being made from beginning to end. Two blocks away is The Frasier History Museum, which includes a flintlock belonging to George Washington, Teddy Roosevelt’s “big stick,” and a pair of George Custer’s pearl-handled guns, as well as an exhibit from Britain’s Royal Armouries Museum. A few blocks further is Mark Payton Glass Center , where artisans are creating  works of art with glass.
	5:00 p.m.	Check into a Louisville hotel/motel.
	6:00 p.m.	Dinner this evening can be in a Louisville area restaurant or a dinner cruise aboard the Belle or an evening of dinner theater across the Ohio River at Derby Dinner Playhouse.
		Overnight in Louisville.

Day 2
	7:00 a.m.	Up and at it early this morning as you drive to Churchill Downs for breakfast in their track kitchen as you watch thoroughbreds go through their morning workouts. After breakfast take a “backside” tour of Churchill Downs. Make your way next door to the Kentucky Derby Museum, which includes Derby history and memorabilia and inter-active displays. Before leaving Louisville, make a visit to The Muhammad Ali Center, which not only tells the story of Ali’s boxing career, but also his values and efforts toward world peace.
	12:00 Noon	Enjoy a leisurely lunch in an area restaurant.
	1:00 p.m.	Depart for Clermont. (25 miles) (www.travelbullitt.org)
	1:45 p.m.	Hear about the history and distilling process of and a taste of Jim Beam Bourbon at Jim Beam’s American Stillhouse.
	3:15 p.m.	Depart for Bardstown. (15 miles) (www.bardstowntourism.com)
	3:45 p.m.	Make your first stop in Historic Bardstown My Old Kentucky Home, the inspiration for Stephen Collins Foster’s song which became Kentucky’s State Anthem.
	5:15 p.m.	Check into a Bardstown motel.
	6:00 p.m.	There are several options for dinner depending on the season of the year: My Old Kentucky Dinner Train 2-hour excursion through the countryside or an area restaurant.
	8:00 p.m.	If visiting during the summer months, plan an evening of outdoor theater with “The Stephen Foster Story” or their other musical offering.
		Overnight in Bardstown.

Day 3
	7:00 a.m.	Start your day with breakfast in your motel or at a Bardstown area restaurant.
	8:00 a.m.	Your tour of Bardstown this morning may include several of the following: Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral, The Getz Museum of Whiskey History, Heaven Hill Distillery’s Bourbon Heritage Center, or Civil War Museum to name just a few.
	12:00 Noon	Lunch at a Bardstown restaurant.
	1:00 p.m.	Depart for Harrodsburg, Kentucky’s First Permanent Settlement. (54 mi) (www.harrodsburgkycom)
	2:15 p.m.	Begin your tour of Harrodsburg by experiencing the daily workings of a pioneer fort at Old Fort Harrod State Park.
	4:30 p.m.	Check into a Harrodsburg motel or Shaker Village.
	6:00 p.m.	Dinner at Historic Beaumont Inn, Shaker Village or an area restaurant.
		Overnight in Harrodsburg.

Day 4
	8:00 a.m.	Breakfast at your Harrodsburg motel or an area restaurant.
	9:00 a.m.	A tour to this area is not complete without a visit to Shaker Village at Pleasant Hill, a premier living history site where costumed interpreters chronicle Shaker life.
	11:30 a.m.	Schedule lunch in the Trustee’s House at Shaker Village.
	1:00 p.m.	Depart for Lexington. (40 mi) (www.visitlex.com)
	2:15 p.m.	Begin your tour of Lexington with a visit to Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate. Clay, The Great Compromiser, served as a senator, Speaker of the House, Secretary of State and ran for president 3 times.
	4:00 p.m.	Check into a Lexington hotel/motel of your choice.
	5:00 p.m.	Depart for the Kentucky Horse Park’s Old Kentucky Night program, where prior to dinner there will be a hayride around the park perimeter (weather permitting), a tour through the International Museum of the Horse, and an up close look at some of the over 40 breeds of horses on the park.
		Overnight in Lexington.

Day 5
	7:00 a.m.	Breakfast at a Lexington restaurant or take in the early morning workouts at Keeneland Thoroughbred Race Track and breakfast in the track kitchen.
	8:00 a.m.	Set up a Bluegrass Driving Tour with one of the area’s guide services for an overview of the Bluegrass Region, a visit to The Thoroughbred Center to observe trainers at work and a tour of one of the many horse farms in and around Lexington.
	12:00 Noon	Enjoy a leisurely lunch at one of the area’s many fine restaurants.
	1:00 p.m.	Depart for Frankfort, Kentucky’s Capital City. (25 miles) (www.visitfrankfort.com)
	1:45 p.m.	Begin your Frankfort visit with a tour of the Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History and xperience the Bluegrass State’s history with hands-on activities, interactive exhibits and dynamic collections; Buffalo Trace Bourbon Distillery for a tour and a tasting; or drive over the Kentucky River to the State Capitol for a tour of what is considered by many to be the country’s  ost handsome statehouses. Rotunda statues include Abraham Lincoln (yes, our 16th President was born in Kentucky), Jefferson Davis (the only President of the Confederacy). Also on display is the First Lady Doll Collection showing each one’s Inaugural Gown.
	4:30 p.m.	Check into a Frankfort hotel/motel.
	6:00 p.m.	Enjoy dinner in one of the area’s many restaurants.
		Overnight in Frankfort.

Day 6
	7:30 a.m.	Breakfast at your hotel/motel or an area restaurant.
	8:15 a.m.	Before heading for home, depart for Shelbyville for a tour of another kind of horse farm tour. (25 miles) (www.visitshelbyky.com)
	9:00 a.m.	Stop at the Shelbyville Visitors Center to pick up your step-on-guide and make your way out to a Saddlebred Horse farm tour. The Saddlebred is the only breed of horse indigenous to Kentucky. Get up close and see how they train this beautiful show horse and learn about their five different gaits. While in the area, browse through Wakefield-Scearce Galleries and learn the history of Historic Science Hill Inn. Visit and shop at the new Outlet Shoppes of the Bluegrass. (www.theoutletshoppesofthebluegrass.com/)
	12:00 Noon	Before heading home make lunch plans at Claudia Sanders’ Dinner House. The restaurant is located behind the final home of Colonel Harlan Sanders, yes the man behind Kentucky Fried Chicken, and his wife Claudia.
	1:30 p.m.	Depart for home.
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