
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Celebrate ‘Year of Kentucky Music’ in Dozens of Different Ways 

Music festivals, live concerts and concert series, musical productions, workshops, more 
 
HARRODSBURG, KY – MARCH 2, 2020 – As the original birthplace of bluegrass music, 

thanks to Father of Bluegrass Music Bill Monroe and his Bluegrass Boys, and dozens of country 

music hitmakers, including Queen of Country Music Loretta Lynn, Kentucky has always 

celebrated its story through song. With the Kentucky Department of Tourism declaring 2020 

“The Year of Kentucky Music,” Harrodsburg shares its distinctive music heritage in a multitude 

of musical experiences. Choose a festival, concert or other music experience from the Calendar 

of Events and book a music-centric getaway to Harrodsburg. 

 

Music Festivals 

Festivals on a farm, in a village, on a lawn and in a rustic fort – it’s live music in uniquely 

beautiful settings as only Harrodsburg can do. 

• Terrapin Hill Farm Music Festivals, www.terrapinhillfestivals.com: Cabin Fever 
Reliever, April 16-19, with 14 performing bands and musicians, including the Infamous 
Stringdusters, plus camping and bonfires; Family Reunion, July 9-12, a smaller event 
filled with great local and regional talent; Snuggleween, Oct. 30-Nov. 1, the Rumpke 

http://www.terrapinhillfestivals.com/


Mountain Boys’ festival featuring the infamous Snugglejam where over a dozen 
musicians groove together onstage. 

 
• The Chamber Music Festival of the Bluegrass at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 

(https://shakervillageky.org/events/chamber-music-festival-of-the-bluegrass), May 23-24, 
brings world-acclaimed chamber musicians from New York’s Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center to the Meadow View Barn, with special performances by CMS Artistic 
Directors David Finckel and Wu Han. 
 

• Great American Brass Band Festival Concerts on the Lawn at Shaker Village and 
Beaumont Inn, June 5, is a free family event with brass bands from all over the United 
States and Europe. 

 
• Fort Harrod Jazz Festival, www.ftharrodjazzfest.com, Sept. 18-20: It’s sax to the max at 

this free three-day festival held at Old Fort Harrod State Park and featuring live 
jazz music, great food, drink and art.  

 

Concert series 

Music lovers get a steady fix of sensational sounds at two Harrodsburg landmarks.  

• Music on the Lawn at Shaker Village, Friday and Saturday evenings, May-October: Live 
music performed by local musicians with outdoor dining, drinks and specialty cocktails 
around the fire pit. Optional $5 After 5:00 tour. 

 
• Picnic in the Park at Old Fort Harrod State Park, Fridays, June-July: Pack a lunch, find a 

spot in the shade and enjoy a changing lineup of live music. 
 

• Jazz Concert at Shaker Village 4:30-6 p.m. September 12: It’s all jazz and it’s all free. 
 

• Illuminated Evenings at Shaker Village, 5-8:00 p.m., Dec. 5, 12 and 19: Catch special 
holiday performances from regional musical groups and choirs in the 1820 Meeting 
House as well as group carols led by Mrs. Claus in front of the Village Christmas Tree. 

 

Live music  

It’s all about the variety of genres and venues in Harrodsburg. 

• A.T.O.M. (A Thing on Main), 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, May 16: Live music, local food 
trucks, craft beer, vendors, lawn games and raffle. 

 
• Kentucky Fudge Company, www.kentuckyfudgecompany.com: This former drugstore-

turned-local dining fave hosts the Pickers & Grinners on Saturdays and a lineup of 
acoustic artists throughout summer on select Thursday and Saturday evenings. 

https://shakervillageky.org/events/chamber-music-festival-of-the-bluegrass
http://www.ftharrodjazzfest.com/
http://www.kentuckyfudgecompany.com/


 
• Lemons Mill Brewery & Taproom, http://lemonsmillbrewery.com: It’s suds and sounds 

on Thursdays at this craft brewery that continues a tradition of kinship and secret-recipe 
beer begun by relatives a century ago during Prohibition. 

 
• McAfee Jamboree: Homestyle family fun happens on Saturdays, with local talent and 

guest performers playing some of the best live country music around. 
 

• Shaker Village: Shaker Music is performed live at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. daily and included 
with an admission ticket. Performances are held in the 1820 Meeting House, where the 
Shakers once gathered to worship and sing. 
 

• Olde Town Grill and Game Room—Karaoke every Friday night from 6-10 PM 
 

• Rock Haven Cigar, Tap & Pourhouse: Live music scheduled select weekend nights 
throughout the year. 

 
 
Other music experiences 

Musical productions and musical instruments, community singalongs and private instructional 

sessions are other ways to tap into Harrodsburg’s thriving music scene. 

• Ragged Edge Community Theatre, www.raggededgetheatre.org, stages musicals every 
season, like the upcoming “Wizard of Oz,” 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 3 p.m. 
Sunday, June 19-21 and 26-28. 

 
• Old Fort Harrod State Park: See the extensive collection of antique musical instruments 

on exhibit in the Mansion Museum, including violins, music boxes, a hurdy-gurdy and a 
barrel organ bought in Europe by Thomas Jefferson for his daughter.  
 

• Community Sing at Shaker Village: Experience the 1820 Meeting House as the Shakers 
would have – through song, including Shaker and traditional gospel hymns, folk music 
and other styles – at this Sept. 5 event held from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., then stay for 
interactive music workshops. 

 
• Studio G offers private, one-on-one singing sessions before the student joins others on 

stage for performance. 
 

http://lemonsmillbrewery.com/
http://www.raggededgetheatre.org/


 
Workshops and seminars 

Grammy Award-winner Alison Krauss taught a performance workshop at Studio G. Grammy 

Award-winner Ron Block taught one on playing “Scrugg” three-finger style on the banjo. 

Internationally known vocal coach Ron Browning regularly teaches vocal workshops at 

Harrodsburg’s Performing Arts Place. 

 

Other stars conducting workshops here include “The Voice” alums Meghan Linsey and Sarah 

Potenza and award-winning songwriters Sierra Noble and Ben Shannon. Check the calendar at 

www.studiog-gvp.com to see what headliner is headed this way. 

 

Plan your music-centric getaway to Harrodsburg at www.HarrodsburgKY.com. 

 

MEDIA CONTACT 
Karen Hackett, Executive Director 
Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist Commission 
800-355-9192 or 859-734-2364 
 
PHOTOS SHOWN 
Music lovers gather on the lawn at Beaumont Inn to hear the Great American Brass Band 
perform. 
Photo: Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist Commission 
 
Music Program Specialist Holly Wood and Music Interpreter Sarah Porter lead guests in 
traditional Shaker song and dance. 
Photo: Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
 

http://www.studiog-gvp.com/
http://www.harrodsburgky.com/
mailto:khackett@harrodsburgky.com
http://www.harrodsburgky.com/


HI- and LOW-RES photos available. 
 
ABOUT HARRODSBURG, KY | Kentucky began in Harrodsburg. Founded in 1774, the same year the 
first Continental Congress met and two years before the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
Harrodsburg’s story reaches through the centuries and draws visitors to significant historical attractions. 
Explore Old Fort Harrod State Park, where a full-scale replica fort commemorates the first permanent 
settlement west of the Alleghenies. Board the Dixie Belle Riverboat for views of the geologically ancient 
Kentucky River Palisades. Sleep in a 20th century former school for young ladies at the 100-year-old 
Beaumont Inn or in a restored 19th century structure at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill. Harrodsburg is 
surrounded by Kentucky Bourbon Trail® bourbon and craft distilleries and more than a dozen wineries 
and the Brewgrass Trails’ Lemons Mill Brewery offers tempting taps and tastings. See Kentucky’s past in 
the present in this picturesque town with four National Register Historic Districts in the heart of Kentucky’s 
famed Bluegrass region. Accolades: One of the “10 Most Beautiful Towns in Kentucky” 
(TheCultureTrip.com); one of Best Choice Reviews’ “50 Best Small Town Downtowns in America”; one of 
Smithsonian Magazine’s “20 Best Small Towns to Visit”; one of BBC NEWS Magazine’s “Five hidden US 
Travel Destinations”; one of the “10 Most Beautiful, Charming Small Towns in Kentucky” 
(OnlyInYourState.com). facebook/Harrodsburg 

http://www.harrodsburgky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/HarrodsburgMercer-County-Tourist-Commission/260238942507

