
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Long Weekends Are Made for Family Playcations and Staycations  
Make summer memories splashing on the lake, playing at a pioneer fort, 

swinging a golf club and exploring a historic village  
 
HARRODSBURG, KY – APRIL 23, 2019 – Plan long, lazy summer weekends to play and stay 

in Harrodsburg, where several different experiences await families that love to have fun 

together: Shaker Village at Pleasant Hill, Bright Leaf Golf Resort, Old Fort Harrod State Park 

and beautiful Herrington Lake. 

 

Go adventuring in a Village 

Spy cliffs, caves, bobcats, falcons and more on a Kentucky River excursion aboard the 

paddlewheel-powered Dixie Belle sternwheeler. Rumble through the fields on a hay wagon ride. 

Catch a Vintage Baseball Game and see how America’s favorite sport was played 150 years ago. 

Take a creek walk, dance to music on the lawn and hike the Nature Preserve in search of 



nature’s fireworks, aka lightning bugs. Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 

(https://shakervillageky.org) has enough adventures to fill a long weekend and then some. 

 

Stay in your choice of guest room, suite or private cottage, each offering distinct character and 

plenty of elbow room and spread among 13 restored Shaker buildings. Dine on traditional and 

seasonal dishes at the onsite Trustees’ Table, which also serves up plenty of kid faves: chicken 

tenders, peanut butter and honey sandwiches, grilled cheese, cheese pizza and burgers. 

 

Go golfing at Kentucky’s original all-inclusive golf resort 

Bright Leaf Golf Resort (www.brightleafgolfresort.com) has the perfect course for families that 

want to golf together – a 9-hole par-3 walking course ideal for younger players and beginner 

golfers. Even better, this course is equipped with lights so families can experience the fun of 

playing even after the sun has set. 

 

Resort rooms are big and comfortable and equipped with mini-refrigerator, microwave and free 

Wi-Fi. Stay-and-play golf packages include unlimited access to the resort’s sparkling swimming 

pool as well as the health club. Onsite dining at the 19th Hole Restaurant features breakfast, 

lunch and dinner daily – not to mention homemade desserts – along with Friday Night Catfish 

Buffets and Saturday Night Variety Buffets. 

 

Go climb a tree, catch outdoor theater at a fort  

Watch a blacksmith shape a horseshoe out of metal or a weaver make cloth on a clacking loom. 

Feed the sheep. Perch on a branch on the “unofficial” largest Osage Orange tree in the nation 

and hands-down best climbing tree in Kentucky. Let the kids browse for souvenirs in a gift 

shop that stocks lots of items that little ones find irresistible. 

 

Old Fort Harrod State Park (https://parks.ky.gov) has plenty to keep active families interested – 

from the bustling pioneer block houses within the fort to areas to enjoy a picnic (with live 

entertainment, depending on the day of the week) to a state-of-the-art and accessible fort-

https://shakervillageky.org/
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themed playground to the creepy pioneer cemetery – the oldest west of the Allegheny 

Mountains. Plan a visit to coincide with the festivities marking Harrodsburg’s 245th birthday 

party, set for Sunday, June 16 at Old Fort Harrod, or with the outdoor action/adventure show, 

“James Harrod: The Battle for Kentucky,” at the park’s amphitheater July 18-20 and 25-27. 

 

Go jump in a lake 

Bring fishing poles and floats to Herrington Lake, a 3,600-acre playground with boating, fishing 

and other water and recreational fun. Five marinas provide ramps and boat rentals (fishing, 

row, pontoon boats): Cane Run Fishing Camp & Marina, Chimney Rock Marina, Pandora 

Marina, Royalty’s Fishing Camp and Marina and Wavies Mid-Lake Marina, each offering 

assorted amenities. (www.harrodsburgky.com/wtd_outdoor_recreation.html#MARINAS). 

 

Enjoy lakeside dining at Chimney Rock Marina Restaurant, where the menu opens with hearty 

rise-and-shine breakfasts, offers burger and chili dog lunches and concludes with steak, seafood 

and chicken dinners. Fridays feature all you can eat fried catfish plates and Saturday rolls out a 

prime rib special. Indoor and outdoor patio seating, flat screen TVs and $5 kids’ meals up the 

appeal for families. 

 

Choose from a variety of lakeside accommodations, from 1- and 2-bedroom cottages with 

screened-in porches overlooking the lake to a 5-bedroom hideaway that offers lake access by 

http://www.harrodsburgky.com/wtd_outdoor_recreation.html#MARINAS


private launch ramp, plus its own dock/swim deck with swim ladder to an entire lakeside home 

that sleeps 12 and more. Campers will find three campgrounds, each with a variety of amenities 

– everything from riverfront views to Wi-Fi to swimming pool to a pavilion with outdoor 

barbeque. 

 

Visit www.HarrodsburgKY.com to plan your summer playcation. Harrodsburg has 

accommodations, activities and adventures and dining options to suit every taste and budget. 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Karen Hackett, Executive Director 
Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist Commission 
800-355-9192 or 859-734-2364 
 
PHOTO/S SHOWN 
Board the Dixie Belle sternwheeler for an expedition to see blue heron and ancient rock 
formations. 
Photo: Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist Commission 
 
Chimney Rock Marina at Herrington Lake is the perfect summertime family getaway. 
Photo: Chimney Rock Marina 
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ABOUT HARRODSBURG, KY | Kentucky began in Harrodsburg. Founded in 1774, the same year the 
first Continental Congress met and two years before the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
Harrodsburg’s story reaches through the centuries and draws visitors to significant historical attractions. 
Explore Old Fort Harrod State Park, where a full-scale replica fort commemorates the first permanent 
settlement west of the Alleghenies. Board the Dixie Belle Riverboat for views of the geologically ancient 
Kentucky River Palisades. Sleep in a 20th century former school for young ladies at the 100-year-old 
Beaumont Inn or in a restored 19th century structure at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill. From Olde Town 
Distillery to the Brewgrass Trails’ Lemons Mill Brewery, Harrodsburg offers tempting taps and tastings 
and is surrounded by Kentucky Bourbon Trail® bourbon and craft distilleries and more than a dozen 
wineries. See Kentucky’s past in the present in this picturesque town with four National Register Historic 
Districts in the heart of Kentucky’s famed Bluegrass region. Accolades: One of the “10 Most Beautiful 
Towns in Kentucky” (TheCultureTrip.com); one of Best Choice Reviews’ “50 Best Small Town 
Downtowns in America”; one of Smithsonian Magazine’s “20 Best Small Towns to Visit”; one of BBC 
NEWS Magazine’s “Five hidden US Travel Destinations”; one of the “10 Most Beautiful, Charming Small 
Towns in Kentucky” (OnlyInYourState.com). facebook/Harrodsburg 
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