
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
New Events Served Up at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 

Harrodsburg landmark destination adds original programming to the calendar 
 
HARRODSBURG, KY – JANUARY 2020 – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill introduces two new 

events for Winter 2020: Shaker Dinner Theatre in January and a tapas-themed Fresh Food 

Adventure for February. Located in Kentucky’s first town of Harrodsburg, Shaker Village is a 

3,000-acre landmark destination with year-round programming featuring new and original 

events and visitor favorites, such as candlelight tours and presentations on the Kentucky 

Shakers. See Harrodsburg’s Calendar of Events for more details. 

 

Dinner theatre debuts 

For the very first time since opening to the public in 1968, an original Shaker-inspired theatre 

show will be performed around a three-course dinner in the Village’s restored 1820 Meeting 

House during Shaker Dinner Theatre, scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 18.  

 

The Shakers were 19th century America’s largest and best-known communal society. The 

Pleasant Hill Shakers were known for their kinship with the land and each other, their creative 

https://harrodsburgky.com/wtd_calendar.html


utility in architecturally arresting designs and beautiful landscapes and their lessons in 

community, ingenuity and sustainability that continue to inspire. 

 

The 1820 Meeting House has a long and storied history. It was a third Meeting House the 

Pleasant Hill Shakers built for their use but, during the post-Shaker period, the building was 

also pressed into service as a church and automotive garage. Featuring a unique architectural 

structure, the Meeting House today is the site of music performances, special events and more 

and is one of the most photographed buildings at the Village. 

 

Plan to sit with family and friends at a communal table, sharing the experience with other 

theatre-loving guests as regional actors perform the show. This special event is for ages 21 and 

older. Tickets are $59 per person and includes the show, dinner, nonalcoholic beverages, tax 

and tip, and may be purchased online. A cash bar will be available. Information: 

info@shakervillageky.org; 859-734-5411; and https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-dinner-

theatre. 

 

Fresh foodie fun 

Another restored Shaker building is the site of a second new event: The Fresh Food Adventure: 

Tapas Dinner will take place in the 1824-1834 Centre Family Dwelling on Saturday, Feb. 8. A 

sampling of small plates inspired by the fresh tastes and traditions of Spain, the dinner will take 

place in a social and festive environment within the newly renovated second floor Shaker 

meeting room.  

 

Once home to up to 80 members of the Centre “family,” the building formerly had 14 

bedrooms, multiple kitchens, a dining room, cellar with food storage rooms, infirmary and 

large meeting room. It is the perfect showcase for Chef Amber Hokam’s creative culinary 

techniques. 
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A graduate of Le Cordon Bleu of Austin, Hokam is known for menus that shine the spotlight on 

seasonal produce and fresh herbs grown in the Village gardens, as well as apples from its 

orchard and honey from the production apiary in the Preserve. Dishes reflect the Village’s new 

community-based approach inspired by Shaker lands and lessons. 

 

Like the Shaker Dinner Theatre, this event is planned as a communal dining experience in 

keeping with the Shaker tradition. Tickets for this Fresh Food Adventure, featuring an all-

inclusive fixed dinner and spirits menu, is $89 per person. Information: 

info@shakervillageky.org; 859-734-5411; and https://shakervillageky.org/events/tapas-dinner-in-

the-centre-family-dwelling. 

 

With 34 original Shaker structures dating back to the 1800s, Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is 

home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century buildings and 

Kentucky’s largest National Historic Landmark. The Village is set amidst rolling, forested 

countryside and features active daily programming that includes live Shaker music and talks on 

Shaker culture, history and artifacts as well as special events scheduled throughout the year. 

 

For more information on planning a visit to Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill and Harrodsburg, 

KY, visit https://harrodsburgky.com. 

 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Karen Hackett, Executive Director 
Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist Commission 
800-355-9192 or 859-734-2364 
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PHOTOS SHOWN 
 
<aerial>The Pleasant Hill Shakers, recognized for their iconic architecture, skilled craftsmanship 
and profound spirituality, constructed more than 260 structures on the property. Today, there 
are 34 surviving buildings, most located along the mile-long gravel turnpike. 
Photo: Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
 
<centre>Demonstrating a commitment to community, sustainability and ingenuity, the Shaker 
Village of Pleasant Hill model embraces three pillars rooted in time-honored Shaker legacies, 
including balanced preservation and conservation; engaged learning and exploration; and 
warm, spirited hospitality. 
Photo: Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
 
HI- and LOW-RES photos available. 
 
ABOUT HARRODSBURG, KY | Kentucky began in Harrodsburg. Founded in 1774, the same year the 
first Continental Congress met and two years before the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
Harrodsburg’s story reaches through the centuries and draws visitors to significant historical attractions. 
Explore Old Fort Harrod State Park, where a full-scale replica fort commemorates the first permanent 
settlement west of the Alleghenies. Board the Dixie Belle Riverboat for views of the geologically ancient 
Kentucky River Palisades. Sleep in a 20th century former school for young ladies at the 100-year-old 
Beaumont Inn or in a restored 19th century structure at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill. Harrodsburg is 
surrounded by Kentucky Bourbon Trail® bourbon and craft distilleries and more than a dozen wineries 
and the Brewgrass Trails’ Lemons Mill Brewery offers tempting taps and tastings. See Kentucky’s past in 
the present in this picturesque town with four National Register Historic Districts in the heart of 
Kentucky’s famed Bluegrass region. Accolades: One of the “10 Most Beautiful Towns in Kentucky” 
(TheCultureTrip.com); one of Best Choice Reviews’ “50 Best Small Town Downtowns in America”; one of 
Smithsonian Magazine’s “20 Best Small Towns to Visit”; one of BBC NEWS Magazine’s “Five hidden US 
Travel Destinations”; one of the “10 Most Beautiful, Charming Small Towns in Kentucky” 
(OnlyInYourState.com). facebook/Harrodsburg 
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