
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Trip Ideas – Berea  

 
Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the scintillating smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted Berea to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Berea 
Berea is known as Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital, and for good reason. From the Kentucky Artisan 
Center to Artisan Village with studios like Weston Glass Studio, galleries such as The Cabin of Old Town 
Artisan Gallery and specialty stores like Old Town Fabric to shops like the Log House Craft Gallery at 
College Square, you’ll be sure to find unique, handcrafted works of art.  
 
When you need to stretch your legs a bit, stroll to find public art and explore Berea College’s beautiful 
campus. Be sure to visit Lincoln Hall, one of the oldest buildings on campus and during the Civil Rights 
era, the site of a student demonstration seeking fair treatment for students. This National Historic 
Landmark is still an active academic building and is a stop on the U.S. Civil Rights Trail.  
 
A designated Kentucky Trail Town, Berea also offers ample outdoor explorations with nature walks, 
paved trails, wooded paths, rock outlooks and more. The Pinnacles in the Berea College Forest features 
beautiful views near the Daniel Boone National Forest, and the paved John B. Stephenson Walking Trail 
connects to hiking trails at Indian Fort Mountain, with benches and picnic tables spread out along the 
way. A short drive away in the John B. Stephenson Memorial Forest is a mile-long trail leading to Anglin 
Falls.  
 
 Lodging ideas:  

• Historic Boone Tavern Hotel and Restaurant 
• Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Lexington Berea 
• Holiday Inn Express Berea 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• The Boone Tavern Dining Room – Enjoy fine dining and the famous spoon bread at this 
restaurant in the Historic Boone Tavern Hotel.  

• Apollo Pizza Old Town Taproom – A local and regional favorite in Artisan Village, this pizzeria 
offers a variety of pizza, salad, pasta, sandwiches and more.  

https://www.visitberea.com/
https://www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/
https://www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/
https://visitberea.com/shopping/artisan-village/
https://www.facebook.com/WestonGlass/
https://www.facebook.com/CabinofOldTown/
https://www.facebook.com/CabinofOldTown/
https://www.oldtownfabric.com/
https://www.bcloghousecrafts.com/
https://visitberea.com/shopping/college-square/
https://visitberea.com/art/
https://www.berea.edu/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/berea/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/lincoln-hall-berea-college
https://civilrightstrail.com/attraction/lincoln-hall-berea-college/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://visitberea.com/hike-the-pinnacles-in-berea-ky/
https://forestryoutreach.berea.edu/trails/the-pinnacles/
https://visitberea.com/history/john-b-stephenson-walking-trail/
https://forestryoutreach.berea.edu/trails/anglin-falls/
https://forestryoutreach.berea.edu/trails/anglin-falls/
https://www.boonetavernhotel.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lexfi-fairfield-inn-and-suites-lexington-berea/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/berea/lexbe/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-USA-_-LEXBE
https://www.visitberea.com/staying
https://www.boonetavernhotel.com/restaurant
http://apollopizzamenu.com/


• Kentucky Artisan Center Café – Located at the Kentucky Artisan Center, the café serves us quick 
snacks and full meals to enjoy indoors or outdoors.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tips:  
A trip to Berea can be an educational experience, too, with a variety of studio and hands on workshops, 
Singing Bird Music School sessions, learnshops (there’s even an annual festival of learnshops), make it, 
take, give it events, and more.  
 
The Berea Welcome Center, home to the Berea Tourism & Convention Commission, is located in a 
restored 1917 L&N Railroad Depot which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Free 
parking is available, with several Artisan Village shops within walking distance.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

• Richmond (~25 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~30 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~40 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Lexington (~45 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~50 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Danville (~50 minute drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution 
was written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

• Shaker Village (~1 hour drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Old Fort Harrod State Park (~1 hour drive) – Experience the daily workings of a pioneer fort at 
Old Harrod State Park. A full-scale replica of the fort, built by James Harrod in 1775, is the 
centerpiece of this park. Cabins and blockhouses are furnished with handmade utensils, furniture, 
crude tools and agricultural implements used by the pioneers.  Costumed interpreters 
demonstrate pioneer crafts, and a live animal corral adds to the “living history” experience. 

• Paris (~1 hour drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge.  

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~1 hour drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

https://www.visitberea.com/dining/taste-of-berea/kentucky-artisan-center-cafe
https://www.visitberea.com/dining
https://visitberea.com/studio-workshops-2/
https://visitberea.com/workshops/
https://visitberea.com/singing-bird-music-school/
https://visitberea.com/festival-of-learnshops/
https://visitberea.com/festival-of-learnshops/
https://visitberea.com/make-it-take-it-give-it/
https://visitberea.com/make-it-take-it-give-it/
http://www.visitberea.com/
http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/fort-harrod/
http://www.parisky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site


  
  

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
 


