
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Trip Ideas – Danville  

 
Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the scintillating smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted Danville to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Danville 
Danville in Boyle County offers rich history and stories of the Commonwealth. Start your tour of this 
historic town at Constitution Square Historic Site, where Kentucky’s first constitution was written. The 
square park features a central statue representing the official seal of Kentucky and the first post office 
west of the Alleghenies.  
 
Explore downtown shops and area attractions including the Great American Dollhouse Museum with over 
200 intricate and beautifully detailed miniature buildings and scenes and McDowell House Museum, 
home to Dr. Ephraim McDowell who in 1809 performed the first successful ovarian tumor removal in 
history, earning the title of “The Father of Abdominal Surgery.”  
 
Check out The Art Center of the Bluegrass housed in a historic 1909 Federal Building with galleries, 
studios and classrooms, creating a hub for the region’s rich and vibrant Arts District. Taste Kentucky’s 
signature spirit – bourbon – at Wilderness Trail Distillery, stop number 18 on the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail®. Their specialty is making unique spirits from locally-grown grains to ensure quality, and adding a 
healthy dose of science in the process; take a tour to view their unique process. Visit the Pioneer 
Playhouse for a unique, outdoor performance under the stars.   
 

Lodging ideas:  
• Comfort Suites 
• Hampton Inn 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites Danville 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Bluegrass Pizza & Pub – The only restaurant in town to serve up brick oven pizzas, with most 
fresh produce sourced from the owner’s local farm. 

• Plank on Main – Offering a great place to refresh with fresh favorites like salad, soup and 
sandwiches created with organic, local ingredients plus juices and smoothies.  

https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ConstitutionSquareHistoricSite/
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/see-do/shopping/
https://www.thedollhousemuseum.com/
http://www.mcdowellhouse.com/
https://wildernesstraildistillery.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://www.reservationcounter.com/hotels/show/612752c/comfort-suites-danville-ky/?cid=sem::OTPRC::AC::PT-P01::Hotel-Chain-C::Comfort-Suites-Danville-KY-US-173697-did-612752c::+comfort-+suites-+danville::Broad&creative=%7bcreative%7d&device=c&AdPos=%7badposition%7d&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=+comfort-+suites-+danville&utm_campaign=Hotel-Chain-C&cid=sem::TPRC::BA::Hotel%20Chain%20C::Comfort%20Suites%20%3E%20Danville,%20KY%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20urlid-612752c%20%3E%20did-612752c::%2Bcomfort%20%2Bsuites%20%2Bdanville::b&creative=78821280972328&device=c&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=%2Bcomfort%20%2Bsuites%20%2Bdanville&utm_campaign=Hotel%20Chain%20C&iv_=__iv_m_b_c_78821280972328_k_20354161559_w_kwd-20354161559:loc-190_g_488148913_n_o_e__h_87169_ii_50580_p_2_b_bb_d_c_vi__&msclkid=42c86a3e6bb61602dace31289b13d154
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/kentucky/hampton-inn-danville-DVKKYHX/index.html
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/reservation
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/stay/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegrasspizza/?rf=163752017098357
https://plankonmain.com/


• The Farmhouse Restaurant – This farm-to-table restaurant serves country style cooking including 
Black Angus Beef straight from the owner’s local fields in a casual farmhouse setting. 

• The Still at AMBRAbev – Combining Kentucky bourbon with the vibrant culture, exquisite cuisine 
and tiki cocktails from Brazil, this restaurant is located within AMBRAbev’s U.S. distillery.  

• Other area restaurants 
 

 
Travel Tip:  
Take a weekend drive through Kentucky’s unique Knob lands about a half hour southwest of Danville to 
find historic Penn’s Store near Gravel’s Switch. It’s the oldest country store in the nation to be still be in 
operation by the same family, since Gabriel Jackson “Jack” Penn first bought the store in 1850. The store 
has an old-school feel with country-style merchandise, but took a big step forward in late 2020 by ditching 
their previous “cash only” policy and adding debit/credit card purchase capabilities. In addition to 
weekend hours, you can set up a private appointment to visit this unique attraction.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~15 minute drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~20 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~20 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Waveland State Historic Site (~40 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Versailles (~45 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Kentucky Castle (~50 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Berea (~50 minute drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this 
town is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

• Richmond (~50 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Midway (~55 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~55 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Lexington (~55 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

https://www.thefarmhouseky.com/
https://www.thestillky.com/
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/eat-drink/
https://www.facebook.com/Penns-Store-374200574897
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://visitberea.com/
http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/


• Frankfort (~55 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~1 hour drive) – The site of the second settlement in the state 
and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed fort.  

 

 
  

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
 

https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park

