
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Trip Ideas – Georgetown  

 
Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the scintillating smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted Georgetown to help you plan your next road 
trip! 
 
Georgetown 
Enjoy small-town America in Georgetown, located just north of the crossroads of I-75 and I-64 in Scott 
County. Historic downtown has one of the most picturesque, Victorian downtown areas in the state filled 
with one-of-a-kind shops. Continue your journey back in history with a stop at Ward Hall, a 12,000-
square-foot villa completed in 1857 that serves as one of the finest examples of Greek Revival 
Architecture in the South.  
 
Experience a peaceful four-season Japanese friendship garden at Yuko-En on the Elkhorn, then explore 
17 miles of adventure on Elkhorn Creek with a canoe or kayak with Canoe Kentucky. See a Toyota 
automobile constructed from the ground up at Toyota Kentucky, America’s first and the world’s largest 
Toyota manufacturing plant. Take a break at Bourbon 30 Spirits, a downtown craft distillery and bourbon 
boutique or Country Boy Brewing, a laid-back taproom serving homegrown craft beers.  
 
Visit Whispering Woods Riding Stables, open seasonally, for a scenic horseback ride. Just outside of 
town is Old Friends Farm, a Thoroughbred retirement facility founded by former Boston Globe film critic 
Michael Blowen. A little further down the road, visit the Kentucky Horse Park for an enjoyable, educational 
experience for horse fans of all ages and disciplines. Take in a show, wander the grounds to visit horses 
in the barns, and be sure to stop in at the International Museum of the Horse, which catalogs the history 
of the horse industry including a permanent exhibit, the Black Horsemen of the Kentucky Turf, following 
the racing careers of legendary jockeys and trainers.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Best Western Plus 
• Hilton Garden Inn Lexington Georgetown 
• Home2 Suites by Hilton Georgetown 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Fava’s Restaurant – Enjoy home-cooked favorites at this century old family-run diner.  

https://www.georgetownky.com/
https://georgetownky.com/things-to-do/historic-downtown
http://www.wardhall.net/
http://www.yukoen.com/
https://www.canoeky.com/
http://www.tourtoyota.com/kentucky
http://www.itsbourbon30.com/
http://countryboybrewing.com/
http://www.whisperingwoodstrails.com/
http://www.oldfriendsequine.org/
https://kyhorsepark.com/
https://kyhorsepark.com/equine-theme-park/museums/international-museum-of-the-horse/
http://imh.org/exhibits/current/black-horsemen-of-the-kentucky-turf/
https://www.bestwestern.com/content/best-western/en_US/booking-path/hotel-details.18085.html?propertyCode=18085#null
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/lexgegi-hilton-garden-inn-lexington-georgetown/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/lexieht-home2-suites-georgetown/?WT.mc_id=zLADA0WW1HT2OLX3DA4HWB5TABL6LEXIEHT
https://georgetownky.com/lodging
https://www.favasofgeorgetown.com/


• Local Feed – A farm-to-table restaurant with an ever-growing bourbon list and fantastic craft 
cocktails.  

• Rodney’s on Broadway – Located in a historic home near downtown, this restaurant is known for 
their Prime Beef steak and fresh seafood.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Discover pieces of history and beauty with a scenic drive across Scott County along the Buffalo Gals 
Barn Quilt Trail. The 8-foot and 4-foot quilt squares are a mix of traditional and contemporary patterns 
adorning barns, fences and yards alongside pastures where horses graze and wildflowers bloom.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Midway (~15 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Kentucky Castle (~25 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~25 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Paris (~25 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge. 

• Lexington (~25 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~30 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Versailles (~30 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Frankfort (~30 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Cynthiana (~35 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~35 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Richmond (~40 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~40 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park (~50 minute drive) – This state resort park offers a 
historic trip back in history with a museum, the site of the last Revolutionary War battle in 
Kentucky and hiking trails where Daniel Boone once explored along with a nature preserve home 
to the federally-endangered Short’s Goldenrod.  

https://www.localfeedky.com/
https://www.rodneysonbroadway.com/
https://georgetownky.com/dining
https://www.georgetownky.com/buffalo-gals-barn-quilt-trail
https://www.georgetownky.com/buffalo-gals-barn-quilt-trail
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
http://www.parisky.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
http://www.cynthianaky.com/
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park


• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~50 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~55 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 
 

 

 
 
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://shakervillageky.org/

