
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Trip Ideas – Harrodsburg  

 
Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the scintillating smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted Harrodsburg to help you plan your next road 
trip! 
 
Harrodsburg 
The central Kentucky town of Harrodsburg is a history lover’s paradise. The first permanent English 
settlement west of the Allegheny Mountains and Kentucky’s first settlement founded in 1774, Harrodsburg 
is a Preserve America Community with several historic attractions. Stay, play, dine and explore at Shaker 
Village of Pleasant Hill, a landmark destination that shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the 
Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private 
collection of original 19th century buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 
Explore hiking trails to find a waterfall, meet local artists and attend a workshop, trail ride and enjoy happy 
hour and live music on the lawn.   
 
Experience the daily workings of a pioneer fort at Old Fort Harrod State Park. A full-scale replica of the 
fort, built by James Harrod in 1775, is the centerpiece of this park. Cabins and blockhouses are furnished 
with handmade utensils, furniture, crude tools and agricultural implements used by the pioneers.  
Costumed interpreters demonstrate pioneer crafts, and a live animal corral adds to the “living history” 
experience. 

Downtown is home to architectural treasures, locally-owned restaurants, plus artisan craft shops and 
boutiques. The historic Beaumont Inn, Kentucky’s oldest family-operated country inn, is an official stop on 
the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®. Nearby is Lemons Mill Brewery & Taproom, a stop on the Brewgrass Trail 
which showcases craft breweries. East of town lies the deepest lakes in Kentucky, Herrington Lake. The 
3,600 acre well-stocked lake offers great fishing opportunities and five marinas with boat rents.  

 
Lodging ideas:  

• The Inn at Shaker Village 
• Baymont by Wyndham Harrodsburg 
• Beaumont Inn 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

https://mercercountyky.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/fort-harrod/
https://beaumontinn.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/
http://lemonsmillbrewery.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/things-to-do/bars-and-breweries/breweries/brewgrass-trail/
https://shakervillageky.org/the-inn/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/baymont/harrodsburg-kentucky/baymont-inn-and-suites-harrodsburg/overview
https://beaumontinn.com/
https://mercercountyky.com/lodging/


• Kentucky Fudge Company – Featuring food prepared with locally sourced, fresh ingredients for 
lunch and dinner in the historic Dedman Drugstore on Main Street.  

• The Trustees’ Table at Shaker Village – Dine on traditional favorites and seasonal dishes at this 
restaurant at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill that celebrates Shaker history by using fresh 
ingredients from the garden on site.  

• The Main Dining Room at Beaumont Inn – Located inside the historic Beaumont Inn, this James 
Beard Foundation America’s Classic Award-winning restaurant serves classic Kentucky cuisine in 
a fine dining setting.  

• Old Owl Tavern – Also housed at Beaumont Inn, this casual fare restaurant serves as a glimpse 
into Harrodsburg’s colorful past and a wide selection of bourbons.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Along the Kentucky River near Harrodsburg are the Kentucky River Palisades, an ecologically and 
geologically important area with some of the most dramatic cliffs found across the state. Because the 
Palisades are remote, visitors have a higher likelihood of spotting wildlife in their natural habitat, including 
bobcats, peregrine falcons and more. Hike, paddle, or cruise the Dixie Belle Riverboat from Shaker 
Landing to take in breathtaking views of the river and the towering Palisades.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Danville (~15 minute drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution 
was written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~20 minute drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Versailles (~30 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~30 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Kentucky Castle (~35 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Waveland State Historic Site (~40 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Midway (~45 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~45 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Frankfort (~45 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Lexington (~45 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

https://www.kentuckyfudgecompany.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/the-trustees-table/
https://beaumontinn.com/dining/
https://beaumontinn.com/old-owl-tavern/
https://mercercountyky.com/foodies/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/natural-attractions/nature-wildlife/kentucky-river-palisades
https://shakervillageky.org/the-river/
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/


• Berea (~55 minute drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this 
town is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

• Richmond (~1 hour drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

 
 
 

 
     
 

 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
 

https://visitberea.com/
http://visitrichmondky.com/

