
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Trip Ideas – Woodford County 

 
Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the scintillating smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted Woodford County to help you plan your next 
road trip! 
 
Woodford County 
Beautiful horse farms, famed bourbon distilleries and small-town charm abound in Woodford County, 
Kentucky. Midway and Versailles are the two main small towns, with a short 15 minute between the two. 
Midway, Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, is located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort 
and is home to several businesses that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The county 
seat of Versailles is known for its charm and has several antique and boutique shops.  
 
Fences line the roads throughout the county, marking the pastures where beloved horses graze. 
Coolmore Ashford Stud is home to famed Thoroughbreds Tiz the Law, American Pharoah and Justify, 
schedule a tour to see them up close with Visit Horse Country. See mares and foals frolicking in fields at 
Sun Valley Farm, a family-owned and operated Thoroughbred nursery offering tours led by the owners. 
Only one mile away, explore America’s Native Spirit at one of the state’s oldest and smallest distilleries, 
Woodford Reserve in Versailles. Straddling the line of Franklin and Woodford County on McCracken Pike 
are two other nearby bourbon distilleries – Castle & Key and Glenns Creek Distilling.  
 
But it’s not all bourbon – the county is home to several wineries, too, including Equus Run Vineyards, 
Prodigy Vineyards & Winery, Castle Hill Winery and Wildside Winery. Plus a pretty magical site, a real 
Kentucky Castle where you can relax at the spa, dine at the restaurant or stay overnight.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Holiday Inn Express 
• Kentucky Castle 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Holly Hill Inn – Offering fine dining in a history inn built in the mid-1850s, this charming Chef Ouita 
Michel restaurant is in Midway.  

• The Goose & Gander Restaurant & Bar – A family restaurant on Main Street in Midway, featuring 
thin-crust pizzas, salads, sandwiches and more inside or on the patio.  

https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/pages/america-farm/
https://visithorsecountry.com/book-your-tour/#id=coolmore-at-ashford-stud-versailles
https://www.visitsunvalleymares.com/
https://www.woodfordreserve.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://glennscreekdistillery.com/
https://www.equusrunvineyards.com/
http://prodigyvineyards.com/
https://www.castlehillwinery.com/
https://www.wildsidewinery.com/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/versailles/lexvs/hoteldetail
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/hotel-bed-and-breakfast
https://www.hollyhillinn.com/
https://gooseandgandermidway.com/


• The Stave – Located near Millville, this modern Southern restaurant serves up tradition dishes 
with a flair and a view of Glenn’s Creek.  

• Wallace Station Deli – Another Chef Ouita Michel restaurant, this scenic stop between Midway 
and Versailles offers sandwiches, soups, salads and tasty bakery treats.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
History buffs and families will enjoy visiting the Bluegrass Scenic Railroad and Museum in Versailles, built 
in an old depot and showcasing artifacts from Kentucky’s railroad history indoors and outdoors. On 
weekends May through December and select times throughout the year, take an 11 mile, 90 minute 
round trip train excursion through Central Kentucky on an antique tour train.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Castle & Key Distillery (~15 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Frankfort (~20 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~25 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Lexington (~30 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~40 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~40 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~40 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Paris (~45 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~45 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Richmond (~50 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Cynthiana (~55 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street.  

https://www.thestavekentucky.com/
https://www.wallacestation.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/taste
https://bluegrassrailroad.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.visitlex.com/
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://shakervillageky.org/
http://www.parisky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
http://visitrichmondky.com/
http://www.cynthianaky.com/


• Berea (~1 hour drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this town 
is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

 
 

   
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://visitberea.com/

