
 
Bluegrass, Blues & Barbecue Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Madisonville  

 
Bluegrass, blues and barbecue – an iconic trio that marks the area’s soulful traditions. Pack your appetite 
and prepare your ears for legendary bluegrass music as you explore the charming towns in this 
northwestern region of Kentucky. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the towns and attractions in the area 
to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Madisonville 
Madisonville in Hopkins County is a small city located along I-69 in western Kentucky offering a variety of 
outdoor activities – craft your own outdoor adventure from a relaxing stroll to a thrilling ride. Relax and 
take in the sounds of nature at the Mahr Park Arboretum, open seven days a week for cyclists and 
walkers to enjoy miles of paved and natural trails near Lake Pee Wee. Go boating, fishing or paddling at 
Lake Pee Wee, Lake Beshear or Grapevine Lake, which also offers four miles of mountain bike trails. 
South of town, explore nearly 21 miles of trails on reclaimed mine land at the West Kentucky ATV Park. 

Enjoy a concert or performance at the Glema Mahr Center for the Arts, a 1,000-seat, state-of-the-art-
theater, or stop by the free Anne P. Baker Gallery at the center to see regional and national art exhibits. 
Explore outdoor works of art at the city’s two Art Parks and find a unique piece of art or a gift to take 
home at one of the city’s many shops.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Comfort Inn & Suites 
● Hampton Inn & Suites 
● Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Brother’s Bar-B-Que – Located along Main Street, this restaurant offers traditional barbecue 
menu items as well as burgers, wings, salads and steaks.  

● Dave’s Sticky Pig – A locally-owned restaurant that smokes barbecued meat over real wood, 
offering pulled pork, beef brisket, mutton, ribs, smoked bologna and made-from-scratch sides.  

● The Crowded House – This downtown gastropub offers upscale eats made with quality, fresh 
ingredients and a variety of beer, wine and spirits.   

● Wildfire Pizza – Known for their wood-fired, brick oven gourmet pizzas, this downtown restaurant 
also offers flatbreads, pasta, and Stromboli.  

● Other area restaurants 
   

https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listings/play/activities/
https://www.facebook.com/mahrpark/
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listing/lake-peewee/
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listing/lake-beshear
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listing/grapevine-lake/
https://www.facebook.com/West-Kentucky-ATV-Recreational-Area-231606730645769/
http://www.glemacenter.org/
http://www.glemacenter.org/?page_id=140
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listing/art-parks/
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listings/play/shopping/
https://www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/madisonville/comfort-inn-hotels/ky224?source=lb
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/mvlkyhx-hampton-suites-madisonville/
https://www.hiexpress.com/hotels/us/en/madisonville/owbma/hoteldetail
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listings/stay/
http://www.bbq.cc/
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Sticky-Pig-208321689223710/
https://thecrowdedhouse.co/
https://www.wildfirepizzallc.com/
https://visitmadisonvilleky.com/listings/eat/


Travel Tip:  
Take a stroll around to learn more about the city’s historical, patriotic and artistic sides with three 
Downtown Madisonville Walking Tours created by the Woman’s Club of Madisonville. Pick up a brochure 
at the Hopkins County Tourist and Convention Commission on Sugg Street or download a copy online.   
 
Trip Extensions: 

● Dawson Springs (~25 minute drive) – Hit the trails in Dawson Springs, Kentucky’s first certified 
Trail Town! Hike, bike, paddle and more while enjoying the outdoors.  

● Muhlenberg Music & History Museum (~30 minute drive) – Visit this music museum in Central 
City to see memorabilia from the Everly Brothers, John Prine, Merle Travis and more.  

● Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park (~40 minute drive) – Near Dawson Springs, this state park 
offers abundant nature trails for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding and more in the 
beautiful woods surrounding the serene Pennyrile Lake. Stay overnight in the rustic wood and 
stone lodge or one of the cottages.  

● Henderson (~40 minute drive) – This historic town honors the life and legacy of two famous 
residents – John James Audubon and W.C. Handy. Visit to be immersed in nature, blues, 
barbecue and enjoy a unique winery experience blending Kentucky roots and Parisian elegance. 

● Lake Malone State Park (~50 minute drive) – This state park in Dunmor offers an outdoor 
escape, with swimming, fishing, picnicking, hiking and beautiful views surrounding the lake which 
is enclosed by dramatic 50-foot sandstone bluffs and hardwood forests.  

● Beaver Dam Amphitheater (~50 minute drive) – An outdoor amphitheater in Beaver Dam, a small 
western Kentucky town, this venue offers concerts, performances and other events throughout 
the year.  

● Camp Breckinridge Museum & Arts Center (~50 minute drive) – Located in the heart of Union 
County, this facility honors local James D. Veatch and houses artifacts and artwork made 
between World War I and the Korean War. Housed in part of what was once Camp Breckinridge, 
a World War II-era training facility, it’s also home to the Union County Historical Society and hosts 
seasonal events.  

● Bluegrass Motorcycle Museum (~50 minute drive) – Located in Hartford, this tiny museum is 
locally-owned and dedicated to vintage American motorcycles built from the early 1900s.  

● Owensboro (~1 hour drive) – Kentucky’s fourth-largest city is home to the Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Fame & Museum and other engaging museums, delicious barbecue restaurants and Green River 
Distilling Co., the westernmost point of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®.  

● Rosine (~1 hour drive) – This small western Kentucky town is the birthplace of “Father of 
Bluegrass” Bill Monroe. Visit the Bill Monroe Museum to explore memorabilia, step back in history 
at Bill Monroe’s Homeplace near Jerusalem Ridge and hear live music at the Rosine Barn 
Jamboree.  

 

  
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
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