
 
Bluegrass, Blues & Barbecue Region Media Page Trip Ideas 

 
Bluegrass, blues and barbecue – an iconic trio that marks the area’s soulful traditions. Pack your appetite 
and prepare your ears for legendary bluegrass music as you explore the charming towns in this 
northwestern region of Kentucky. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the towns and attractions in the area 
to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Owensboro 
Owensboro, perched along a horseshoe-shaped bend in the Ohio River, is Kentucky’s fourth-largest city 
by population and serves as a cultural and culinary hub in western Kentucky. Downtown, the Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame and Museum celebrates and preserves the history of bluegrass music with interactive 
exhibits, concerts, jam sessions, lessons, the annual ROMP Festival and more, all just a few miles from 
the home place of “Father of Bluegrass” Bill Monroe. A few blocks away is the Owensboro Museum of 
Science and History, a learning and entertainment center with fun for the whole family and the RiverPark 
Center, a performing arts and civic center host to hundreds of activities.  

Across town are the Owensboro Museum of Fine Art, featuring American, European and Asian fine and 
decorative arts and Owensboro’s Sassafras tree – the largest in the world at over 100 feet tall. Another 
natural attraction is the Western Kentucky Botanical Garden with over 12 acres of beautiful flowers – 
including an extensive collection of daylilies – flowering plants, historic buildings and garden art. Nearby, 
you can sample another of Kentucky’s favorite b’s – bourbon! – at Green River Distilling Co. (formerly 
O.Z. Tyler), the westernmost point on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®.  

Locally known as the “BBQ Capital of the World,” and home to the annual International Bar-B-Q Festival 
in May, Owensboro celebrates all year long with a number of local restaurants serving up the city’s 
signature hickory-smoked barbecue mutton and burgoo. Visit Reid’s Orchard on the east side of town for 
fresh produce and baked goods, plus the annual Apple Festival. After, refresh your palate at The Brew 
Bridge, Mile Wide Beer Co. Owensboro, The Crème Coffee House or The Spot Coffee and Finery.   
 
Lodging ideas:  

● Best Western Plus 
● Hampton Inn & Suites Downtown 
● Holiday Inn Owensboro Riverfront 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  
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● Famous Bistro – This family-owned downtown bistro offers a deli-style lunch and a fine dining 
experience for dinner.  

● Colby’s Fine Food & Spirits – Located in the heart of downtown in a 20th century building, this 
restaurant serves high-quality dishes with an intimate atmosphere and more casual items at the 
adjoining deli and café.   

● Lure Seafood & Grille – Serving fresh fish daily, this locally-owned restaurant has a lively 
atmosphere and a riverfront patio.  

● Moonlite Bar-B-Q Inn – This barbecue restaurant started in 1963 on the west side of town and 
has become world-famous for its buffet with barbecued meats, burgoo, sides and a salad bar.  

● Old Hickory Bar-B-Que – Locally-owned barbecue joint that serves up hickory-smoked BBQ 
meats such as mutton, pork, chicken, turkey, ham and delicious sides.  

● Ole South Barbeque – Open daily, this barbecue restaurant offers a buffet for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner as well as plate specials, sandwiches, burgers, soup and more.  

● The Miller House – Located in a lovely restored historic downtown home, this restaurant offers an 
elegant yet casual atmosphere and Southern fare for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch.  
Other area restaurants 

   
Travel Tip:  
Located in the heart of Owensboro’s riverfront is Smothers Park, a city park that’s been named the “Top 
Playground in the World.” Featuring three fountains, swinging metal benches, concession stand, 
cascading waterfall, a pavilion, clean restrooms and a completely handicap-accessible Lazy Dayz 
Children’s Playground and Spray Park, it’s easy to see why it’s so popular.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

● Henderson (~35 minute drive) – This historic town honors the life and legacy of two famous 
residents – John James Audubon and W.C. Handy. Visit to be immersed in nature, blues, 
barbecue and enjoy a unique winery experience blending Kentucky roots and Parisian elegance. 

● Beaver Dam Amphitheater (~40 minute drive) – An outdoor amphitheater in Beaver Dam, a small 
western Kentucky town, this venue offers concerts, performances and other events throughout 
the year.  

● Rosine (~45 minute drive) – This small western Kentucky town is the birthplace of “Father of 
Bluegrass” Bill Monroe. Visit the Bill Monroe Museum to explore memorabilia, step back in history 
at Bill Monroe’s Homeplace near Jerusalem Ridge and hear live music at the Rosine Barn 
Jamboree.  

● Muhlenberg Music & History Museum (~45 minute drive) – Visit this music museum in Central 
City to see memorabilia from the Everly Brothers, John Prine, Merle Travis and more.  

● Madisonville (~1 hour drive) – This small city along I-69 in western Kentucky abounds with 
outdoor recreational activities, including an Arboretum with paved trails, an ATV park and lakes 
where visitors can go boating, fishing or paddling. There’s also plentiful art with outdoor art walks, 
a free art gallery and a performing arts center.  

● Camp Breckinridge Museum & Arts Center (~1 hour drive) – Located in the heart of Union 
County, this facility honors local James D. Veatch and houses artifacts and artwork made 
between World War I and the Korean War. Housed in part of what was once Camp Breckinridge, 
a World War II-era training facility, it’s also home to the Union County Historical Society and hosts 
seasonal events.  

● Lake Malone State Park (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This state park in Dunmor offers an outdoor 
escape, with swimming, fishing, picnicking, hiking and beautiful views surrounding the lake which 
is enclosed by dramatic 50-foot sandstone bluffs and hardwood forests.  

● Dawson Springs (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – Hit the trails in Dawson Springs, Kentucky’s first 
certified Trail Town! Hike, bike, paddle and more while enjoying the outdoors.  

● Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – Near Dawson Springs, this state 
park offers abundant nature trails for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding and more in the 
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beautiful woods surrounding the serene Pennyrile Lake. Stay overnight in the rustic wood and 
stone lodge or one of the cottages.  

● Bluegrass Motorcycle Museum (~30 minute drive) – Located in Hartford, this tiny museum is 
locally-owned and dedicated to vintage American motorcycles built from the early 1900s.  
 

 

Henderson 
The historic, riverfront town of Henderson in western Kentucky offers fun for the whole family. Visit the 
John James Audubon State Park to stroll the Audubon Wetlands boardwalk, hike the trails, golf, fish and 
explore the Audubon Museum and Nature Center. Housed in the same building, the museum tells about 
the life and work of naturalist, ornithologist and painter John James Audubon, while the nature center 
offers a wildlife observation room, theater and educational programming. For outdoor enthusiasts, there’s 
also the nearby Sloughs Wildlife Management Area and downtown the Atkinson Park Riverwalk offers 
great views of the Ohio River.  

Continue your exploration with a historic downtown walking tour and the museums in the old Depot that 
now house the Community Room and the connected Historical & Genealogical Society. Keep an eye out 
around town to spy unique life-sized public art sculptures honoring the work of John James Audubon and 
other art venues. Stroll around local shops then sip a local brew at Henderson Brewing Company.  

Visit Ellis Park Racing & Gaming to see live horse racing in the summer months, usually mid-July through 
Labor Day, an iconic example of Kentucky’s horse industry in motion. Simulcasting from racetracks 
throughout the nation are available year-round for viewers. During the early part of the summer, usually 
four days in mid-June, the city becomes the center for blues by hosting one of the largest free music 
festivals in the nation – the W.C. Handy Blues & Barbecue Festival! The annual celebration honors the 
life and legacy of Henderson resident and “Father of the Blues” William Christopher Handy.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

● Farmer and Frenchman Winery & Café & (B&B) 
● Holiday Inn Express 
● Ramada by Wyndham 
● Sleep Inn 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Farmer and Frenchman Winery & Café – This restaurant is part of a winery and vineyard, offering 
perfect wine pairings to accompany a diverse menu of European-style recipes using local 
Kentucky ingredients, from artisan pizzas and pasta to bites, salads and more.  

● Hometown Roots – A locally-owned, downtown Southern comfort food restaurant offering 
gourmet dinner dishes.  

● Rockhouse on the River – Steps away from the Ohio River, this family-friendly restaurant serves 
up pizzas, salads, Stromboli and more.  

● Thomason’s Barbecue – Local barbecue restaurant with pork, mutton, ribs, chicken, ham or 
turkey and traditional sides, including beans, potato salad and slaw.  
Other area restaurants 

   
Travel Tip:  
About fifteen minutes south of Henderson is the Farmer and Frenchman Winery and Café, a small farm 
winery and vineyard with a café, event space and guest cabins that combines rustic Kentucky agrarian 
roots and Parisian elegance. Enjoy a wine tasting, a stroll through the vineyard, a delicious meal and 
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extend your stay overnight – the guest cabins are solar-powered with incredible 360-degree views of the 
surrounding farmland, woods and vineyard with miles of walking trails.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Camp Breckinridge Museum & Arts Center (~30 minute drive) – Located in the heart of Union 
County, this facility honors local James D. Veatch and houses artifacts and artwork made 
between World War I and the Korean War. Housed in part of what was once Camp Breckinridge, 
a World War II-era training facility, it’s also home to the Union County Historical Society and hosts 
seasonal events.  

● Owensboro (~35 minute drive) – Kentucky’s fourth-largest city is home to the Bluegrass Music 
Hall of Fame & Museum and other engaging museums, delicious barbecue restaurants and 
Green River Distilling Co., the westernmost point of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®.  

● Madisonville (~40 minute drive) – This small city along I-69 in western Kentucky abounds with 
outdoor recreational activities, including an Arboretum with paved trails, an ATV park and lakes 
where visitors can go boating, fishing or paddling. There’s also plentiful art with outdoor art walks, 
a free art gallery and a performing arts center.  

● Bluegrass Motorcycle Museum (~50 minute drive) – Located in Hartford, this tiny museum is 
locally-owned and dedicated to vintage American motorcycles built from the early 1900s.  

● Dawson Springs (~1 hour drive) – Hit the trails in Dawson Springs, Kentucky’s first certified Trail 
Town! Hike, bike, paddle and more while enjoying the outdoors.  

● Beaver Dam Amphitheater (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – An outdoor amphitheater in Beaver Dam, a 
small western Kentucky town, this venue offers concerts, performances and other events 
throughout the year.  

● Muhlenberg Music & History Museum (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Visit this music museum in 
Central City to see memorabilia from the Everly Brothers, John Prine, Merle Travis and more.  

● Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – Near Dawson Springs, this state 
park offers abundant nature trails for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding and more in the 
beautiful woods surrounding the serene Pennyrile Lake. Stay overnight in the rustic wood and 
stone lodge or one of the cottages.  

● Lake Malone State Park (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – This state park in Dunmor offers an outdoor 
escape, with swimming, fishing, picnicking, hiking and beautiful views surrounding the lake which 
is enclosed by dramatic 50-foot sandstone bluffs and hardwood forests.  

● Rosine (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – This small western Kentucky town is the birthplace of “Father 
of Bluegrass” Bill Monroe. Visit the Bill Monroe Museum to explore memorabilia, step back in 
history at Bill Monroe’s Homeplace near Jerusalem Ridge and hear live music at the Rosine Barn 
Jamboree.  
 

 

Madisonville 
Madisonville in Hopkins County is a small city located along I-69 in western Kentucky offering a variety of 
outdoor activities – craft your own outdoor adventure from a relaxing stroll to a thrilling ride. Relax and 
take in the sounds of nature at the Mahr Park Arboretum, open seven days a week for cyclists and 
walkers to enjoy miles of paved and natural trails near Lake Pee Wee. Go boating, fishing or paddling at 
Lake Pee Wee, Lake Beshear or Grapevine Lake, which also offers four miles of mountain bike trails. 
South of town, explore nearly 21 miles of trails on reclaimed mine land at the West Kentucky ATV Park. 

Enjoy a concert or performance at the Glema Mahr Center for the Arts, a 1,000-seat, state-of-the-art-
theater, or stop by the free Anne P. Baker Gallery at the center to see regional and national art exhibits. 
Explore outdoor works of art at the city’s two Art Parks and find a unique piece of art or a gift to take 
home at one of the city’s many shops.  
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Lodging ideas:  
● Comfort Inn & Suites 
● Hampton Inn & Suites 
● Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Brother’s Bar-B-Que – Located along Main Street, this restaurant offers traditional barbecue 
menu items as well as burgers, wings, salads and steaks.  

● Dave’s Sticky Pig – A locally-owned restaurant that smokes barbecued meat over real wood, 
offering pulled pork, beef brisket, mutton, ribs, smoked bologna and made-from-scratch sides.  

● The Crowded House – This downtown gastropub offers upscale eats made with quality, fresh 
ingredients and a variety of beer, wine and spirits.   

● Wildfire Pizza – Known for their wood-fired, brick oven gourmet pizzas, this downtown restaurant 
also offers flatbreads, pasta, and Stromboli.  

● Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Take a stroll around to learn more about the city’s historical, patriotic and artistic sides with three 
Downtown Madisonville Walking Tours created by the Woman’s Club of Madisonville. Pick up a brochure 
at the Hopkins County Tourist and Convention Commission on Sugg Street or download a copy online.   
 
Trip Extensions: 

● Dawson Springs (~25 minute drive) – Hit the trails in Dawson Springs, Kentucky’s first certified 
Trail Town! Hike, bike, paddle and more while enjoying the outdoors.  

● Muhlenberg Music & History Museum (~30 minute drive) – Visit this music museum in Central 
City to see memorabilia from the Everly Brothers, John Prine, Merle Travis and more.  

● Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park (~40 minute drive) – Near Dawson Springs, this state park 
offers abundant nature trails for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding and more in the 
beautiful woods surrounding the serene Pennyrile Lake. Stay overnight in the rustic wood and 
stone lodge or one of the cottages.  

● Henderson (~40 minute drive) – This historic town honors the life and legacy of two famous 
residents – John James Audubon and W.C. Handy. Visit to be immersed in nature, blues, 
barbecue and enjoy a unique winery experience blending Kentucky roots and Parisian elegance. 

● Lake Malone State Park (~50 minute drive) – This state park in Dunmor offers an outdoor 
escape, with swimming, fishing, picnicking, hiking and beautiful views surrounding the lake which 
is enclosed by dramatic 50-foot sandstone bluffs and hardwood forests.  

● Beaver Dam Amphitheater (~50 minute drive) – An outdoor amphitheater in Beaver Dam, a small 
western Kentucky town, this venue offers concerts, performances and other events throughout 
the year.  

● Camp Breckinridge Museum & Arts Center (~50 minute drive) – Located in the heart of Union 
County, this facility honors local James D. Veatch and houses artifacts and artwork made 
between World War I and the Korean War. Housed in part of what was once Camp Breckinridge, 
a World War II-era training facility, it’s also home to the Union County Historical Society and hosts 
seasonal events.  

● Bluegrass Motorcycle Museum (~50 minute drive) – Located in Hartford, this tiny museum is 
locally-owned and dedicated to vintage American motorcycles built from the early 1900s.  

● Owensboro (~1 hour drive) – Kentucky’s fourth-largest city is home to the Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Fame & Museum and other engaging museums, delicious barbecue restaurants and Green River 
Distilling Co., the westernmost point of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®.  

● Rosine (~1 hour drive) – This small western Kentucky town is the birthplace of “Father of 
Bluegrass” Bill Monroe. Visit the Bill Monroe Museum to explore memorabilia, step back in history 
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at Bill Monroe’s Homeplace near Jerusalem Ridge and hear live music at the Rosine Barn 
Jamboree.  

 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
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