
 
Caves, Lakes & Corvettes Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Bowling Green 

 
Wonders abound in this part of south-central Kentucky, from marvelous underground passages to full-
throttle adventures to outdoor attractions, delicious food, art and more. With this being the International 
Year of Caves and Karst it’s the perfect time to visit and join in the celebration!  Below we’ve highlighted a 
few of the towns and attractions in the area to help you plan your next road trip. 
 
Bowling Green 
Kentucky’s third-largest city, Bowling Green is a hub for fun, mixing history and education with adventure. 
Stroll through sensory-friendly National Corvette Museum with displays of mint condition and one-of-a-
kind Corvettes along with a unique Skydome Sinkhole Experience, cataloging the 2014 sinkhole and its 
effects. Less than two miles away is NCM Motorsports Park, offering you the chance to make a lap in 
your car, ride in a Corvette, participate in a high-performance driving school or enjoy one of the events.  

In the summer, families and people of all ages will enjoy a visit to Beech Bend Amusement Park & Splash 
Lagoon, offering more than 40 rides, mini golf, go-carts, 16 water slides, a lazy river, wave pool and more. 
For year-round adventure, explore Lost River Cave, offering Kentucky’s only underground boat tour. The 
naturally occurring cave has been many things over the years, including a saw mill, Civil War camp, 
nightclub and finally a travel destination. Explore the rich history of the area at the Historic RailPark & 
Train Museum, Aviation Heritage Park and the African American Museum. Learn about Duncan Hines, 
the man behind the famous cake mix, who was born in Bowling Green – there’s an exhibit at the 
Kentucky Museum, an annual festival and a scenic byway through Warren and Edmonson Counties.  

Visit the Downing Museum at the Baker Arboretum to see works of art inside and outside including 
paintings, sculptures and more. Stroll around downtown and relax by the iconic fountain in Fountain 
Square Park. Take in a show or concert at the Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center, locally known 
as SKyPAC, and other live music venues around town. Sip on local spirits at one of the area’s wineries 
such as Bluegrass Vineyard, Reid’s Livery Winery and Traveler’s Cellar Winery, Blue Holler Brew 
Supplies or Preservation Tasting Room and Bottle Shop.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Holiday Inn University Plaza 
● The Hotel Sync 
● The Kentucky Grand Hotel & Spa 
● Tru by Hilton 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 

https://www.visitbgky.com/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/exhibits/corvette-cave-in-exhibit/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
https://www.beechbend.com/
https://www.beechbend.com/
https://lostrivercave.org/
https://www.historicrailpark.com/
https://www.historicrailpark.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/aviation-heritage-park/122/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/bowling-green/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/african-american-museum
https://www.visitbgky.com/duncanhines/
https://www.visitbgky.com/duncanhines/the-exhibit/
https://www.wku.edu/kentuckymuseum/
https://www.visitbgky.com/duncanhines/scenic-byway/
https://www.jerryebakerfoundation.org/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/fountain-square-park/146/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/fountain-square-park/146/
https://www.theskypac.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/things-to-do/arts-entertainment/live-music/?skip=10&sort=rankTitle&alphastart=&alphaend=&subcatids%5B0%5D=40&keyword=
https://bluegrassvineyard.com/
https://reidsliverywinery.com/
https://travelerscellarwinery.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/blue-holler-brew-supplies/206/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/blue-holler-brew-supplies/206/
http://www.preservationbg.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/listings/holiday-inn-university-plaza/61/
https://www.thehotelsync.com/
http://www.thekygrand.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/bwgruru-tru-bowling-green/
https://www.visitbgky.com/hotels/


Restaurant Ideas:  
● 440 Main/Micki’s on Main – Two New Orleans themed restaurants in one location, 440 Main 

offers an upscale dining experience with the romantic ambiance of the Deep South while Micki’s 
on Main offers a more casual, fun atmosphere and menu.  

● Gerard’s 1907 Tavern – Located in the historic Gerard Building next to Fountain Square Park, this 
restaurant serves up gourmet American fare.   

● Hickory & Oak – A celebration of modern day Kentucky and new Southern cuisine, this restaurant 
uses local ingredients when possible in their creative dishes.  

● Lost River Pizza Co. – A local, upscale pizza restaurant and craft beer bar with a family-friendly 
atmosphere.   

● Mariah’s – This restaurant has been a local staple for over 40 years, offering signature items such 
as slow-cooked prime rib, homemade rolls with cinnamon butter, potato soup and galaxy ice 
cream pie.  

● Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Looking for a unique, fun experience? Visit Chaney’s Dairy Barn south of town to see rolling farmlands 
and Jersey cows, take a self-guided farm tour and enjoy some of the best ice cream in the Bluegrass 
State. They’ve got more than just ice cream with an array of lunch and dinner favorites, a shop with 
Kentucky-made products and a kid’s playground, plus special events throughout the year. Not far is 
Boyce General Store open select hours and home to the Pie Queen of BG, who makes a delicious 
assortment of pies of all sizes! And, don’t leave without stopping by Jackson’s Orchard to experience a 
true agri-tourism destination.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~15 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Russellville (~30 minute drive) – Russellville is home to the SEEK Museum (Struggles for 
Emancipation and Equality in Kentucky), a new spot on the U.S. Civil Rights Trail with a special 
statue honoring Alice Allison Dunnigan, a noted African American journalist, author and civil rights 
leader.  

● Franklin (~30 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track.  

● Park City (~35 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Cave City (~40 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Glasgow (~45 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

https://440main.com/
http://www.gerards1907tavern.com/
https://hickoryandoakbg.com/
http://www.lostriver.pizza/
http://www.mariahs.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/restaurants/
https://www.chaneysdairybarn.com/
https://www.burgerandpies.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Boycepiequeen/
https://jacksonsorchard.com/?doing_wp_cron=1612912303.8187038898468017578125
https://www.southunionshakervillage.com/
https://www.seekmuseum.org/
https://civilrightstrail.com/destination/explore-russellvilles-civil-rights-history-u-s-civil-rights-trail/
http://franklinky.com/
https://visitparkcityky.com/
https://www.diamondcaverns.com/
https://cavecity.com/
https://visitglasgowbarrenky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lucas/parks/resort/barren-river-lake-state-resort-park
https://www.nps.gov/maca/


● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~50 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Hart County (~55 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, home 
to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  

● Nolin Lake State Park (~1 hour drive) – With a public beach, nature center wildlife displays, over 
9 miles of hiking and mountain biking trails and a 5,795-acre lake stocked with bass, catfish, 
crappie and walleye, this state park is great for nature lovers. 

 
 

 
 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://kennyscheese.com/
https://kygetaway.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/mammoth-cave/parks/recreation/nolin-lake-state-park

