
 
Caves, Lakes & Corvettes Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Franklin 

 
Wonders abound in this part of south-central Kentucky, from marvelous underground passages to full-
throttle adventures to outdoor attractions, delicious food, art and more. With this being the International 
Year of Caves and Karst it’s the perfect time to visit and join in the celebration!  Below we’ve highlighted a 
few of the towns and attractions in the area to help you plan your next road trip. 
 
Franklin 
The southern Kentucky town of Franklin in located off of I-65 just north of the Kentucky-Tennessee border 
and has been honored as one of the 50 Best Small Southern Towns. Browse the downtown historic 
district featuring 19th century architecture surrounding the iconic Simpson County 1882 courthouse that’s 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Visit the church where Johnny Cash and June Carter 
were married in 1968 before exploring the variety of shops, with some cast-iron storefronts downtown. 
Stop by the Gallery on the Square to see regional artworks.  

Explore regional history at the African American Heritage Center housed in a Victorian home in Franklin’s 
Harristown Historic District, the Simpson County Archives History Center located in an old manufactured 
warehouse and the Octagon Hall Civil War Museum, an eight-sided antebellum brick home listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places known for Civil War history and paranormal activity. For a sip of local 
flavor, stop by Dueling Grounds Distillery, a member of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour®.  

Watch seasonal authentic, live horse racing at Kentucky Downs on the only all-turf flat racing 
Thoroughbred track in North America, and simulcast races throughout the year. Enjoy a retro movie 
experience at Franklin Drive-In, a family owned and operated business in operation since 1969.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Baymont by Wyndham 
● Hampton Inn 
● Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Brickyard Café – A fine-dining experience in downtown offering a mix of American, Italian and 
Mediterranean cuisine.  

● Colorado Grill Steakhouse – This restaurant serves hand-cut steaks and other American fare 
including chicken, seafood, pasta and salads.  
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● Wildfire BBQ and Grill – A local BBQ joint with meats including pulled pork, brisket, ribs and 
chicken cooked over hickory plus all sauces and sides are made in-house.  

● Other area restaurants  
   
Travel Tip:  
Take a relaxing drive through Franklin’s Main Street and the surrounding area to view public art. See a 
literal fork in the road, a metal welding project completed in 2018 by the local high school, at the 
intersection of Uhls and Bunch roads. Examine eight life-sized, outdoor murals at the Simpson County 
Tourism office.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~20 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Bowling Green (~30 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Park City (~45 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~55 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

● Cave City (~55 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Glasgow (~55 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~1 hour drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Hart County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, 
home to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  

 
 
 
 
 

  
    
 

 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

https://wildfirebbq.net/
http://franklinky.com/eat/
http://franklinky.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/zF6XrCsYRV8zMyoi9
http://franklinky.com/
http://franklinky.com/
https://www.southunionshakervillage.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lucas/parks/resort/barren-river-lake-state-resort-park
https://visitparkcityky.com/
https://www.diamondcaverns.com/
https://www.nps.gov/maca/
https://cavecity.com/
https://visitglasgowbarrenky.com/
https://kennyscheese.com/
https://kygetaway.com/

