
 
Caves, Lakes & Corvettes Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Hart County 

 
Wonders abound in this part of south-central Kentucky, from marvelous underground passages to full-
throttle adventures to outdoor attractions, delicious food, art and more. With this being the International 
Year of Caves and Karst it’s the perfect time to visit and join in the celebration!  Below we’ve highlighted a 
few of the towns and attractions in the area to help you plan your next road trip. 
 

Hart County 
Plan a getaway to scenic Hart County in south-central Kentucky, located near I-65 and home to two main 
towns only seven miles apart, Horse Cave and Munfordville. Learn about animals from Australia and 
Kentucky with outdoor exhibits at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, where you can pet a kangaroo, 
feed rainbow lorikeets, meet a rare white buffalo and more. While you’re there, venture underground with 
a cave tour of Mammoth Onyx Cave.  

In the heart of Horse Cave, explore above and below ground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave 
Museum, offering cave tours from easy to advanced, rappelling down into the mouth of the cave 
entrance, zip lining and museum exhibits. While downtown, take a cell phone tour to learn more about the 
history and culture of the town. In nearby Munfordville, start at the Hart County Historical Museum in the 
historic Chapline building for an Old Munfordville Cell Phone Tour. Travel back in time even further with a 
stop at Kentucky Stonehenge, a replica of the famous English landmark. Brush up on Civil War history at 
the Battle for The Bridge Preserve. Then enjoy a leisurely drive through the area to explore the Hart 
County Barn Quilt Trail.  

For some outdoor fun, explore one of the many trails – both Horse Cave and Munfordville are Kentucky 
Trail Towns. The Green River Park & Arboretum features beautifully constructed hiking trails, and you can 
paddle the waterways with Big Buffalo Crossing Canoe & Kayak to see the 300 Springs Waterfall on 
Green River.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Holiday Inn Express 
● Horse Cave KOA & Cabins  
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● 5 Broke Girls – American restaurant offering home-style cooking with a Texas twist for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.  
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https://kygetaway.com/hart-county-barn-quilt-trail/
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● Farmwald Dutch Bakery & Deli – An Amish restaurant and store with delicious donuts, breads, 
pies, soups, sandwiches and more.  

● Turtleini’s Pizza & Pasta – Locally-owned casual dining restaurant with pizza, pasta, sandwiches, 
a salad bar and more.  

● Wigwam General Store – A local favorite, this casual restaurant features American food, daily 
specials and grilled items.  

● Other area restaurants  
   
Travel Tip:  
Dennison’s Roadside Market in Horse Cave is a local and regional favorite stop! Along with locally-grown 
seasonal produce, you can pick your own berries and pumpkins when the time is right. Stop by and 
stretch your legs – you’ll find seasonal flowers and plants, fruits and vegetables, plus gifts like jams and 
jellies, Amish baskets, Penn’s Country Hams, local crafts and more.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Cave City (~20 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Park City (~25 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~35 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

● Glasgow (~35 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Nolin Lake State Park (~40 minute drive) – With a public beach, nature center wildlife displays, 
over 9 miles of hiking and mountain biking trails and a 5,795-acre lake stocked with bass, catfish, 
crappie and walleye, this state park is great for nature lovers. 

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~50 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~55 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Bowling Green (~55 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~1 hour drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker Village 
is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way of life 
with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Franklin (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track. 

● Tompkinsville (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The town of Tompkinsville in Monroe County has ample 
historical highway markers and barn quilts, but is more well-known for the free, two-car 
Cumberland River Ferry near the scenic Turkey Neck Bend area.  
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Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
 


