
 
Caves, Lakes & Corvettes Region Media Page Trip Ideas 

 
Wonders abound in this part of south-central Kentucky, from marvelous underground passages to full-
throttle adventures to outdoor attractions, delicious food, art and more. With this being the International 
Year of Caves and Karst it’s the perfect time to visit and join in the celebration!  Below we’ve highlighted a 
few of the towns and attractions in the area to help you plan your next road trip. 
 
Bowling Green 
Kentucky’s third-largest city, Bowling Green is a hub for fun, mixing history and education with adventure. 
Stroll through sensory-friendly National Corvette Museum with displays of mint condition and one-of-a-
kind Corvettes along with a unique Skydome Sinkhole Experience, cataloging the 2014 sinkhole and its 
effects. Less than two miles away is NCM Motorsports Park, offering you the chance to make a lap in 
your car, ride in a Corvette, participate in a high-performance driving school or enjoy one of the events.  

In the summer, families and people of all ages will enjoy a visit to Beech Bend Amusement Park & Splash 
Lagoon, offering more than 40 rides, mini golf, go-carts, 16 water slides, a lazy river, wave pool and more. 
For year-round adventure, explore Lost River Cave, offering Kentucky’s only underground boat tour. The 
naturally occurring cave has been many things over the years, including a saw mill, Civil War camp, 
nightclub and finally a travel destination. Explore the rich history of the area at the Historic RailPark & 
Train Museum, Aviation Heritage Park and the African American Museum. Learn about Duncan Hines, 
the man behind the famous cake mix, who was born in Bowling Green – there’s an exhibit at the 
Kentucky Museum, an annual festival and a scenic byway through Warren and Edmonson Counties.  

Visit the Downing Museum at the Baker Arboretum to see works of art inside and outside including 
paintings, sculptures and more. Stroll around downtown and relax by the iconic fountain in Fountain 
Square Park. Take in a show or concert at the Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center, locally known 
as SKyPAC, and other live music venues around town. Sip on local spirits at one of the area’s wineries 
such as Bluegrass Vineyard, Reid’s Livery Winery and Traveler’s Cellar Winery, Blue Holler Brew 
Supplies or Preservation Tasting Room and Bottle Shop.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Holiday Inn University Plaza 
● The Hotel Sync 
● The Kentucky Grand Hotel & Spa 
● Tru by Hilton 
● Other area lodging facilities 
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Restaurant Ideas:  
● 440 Main/Micki’s on Main – Two New Orleans themed restaurants in one location, 440 Main 

offers an upscale dining experience with the romantic ambiance of the Deep South while Micki’s 
on Main offers a more casual, fun atmosphere and menu.  

● Gerard’s 1907 Tavern – Located in the historic Gerard Building next to Fountain Square Park, this 
restaurant serves up gourmet American fare.   

● Hickory & Oak – A celebration of modern day Kentucky and new Southern cuisine, this restaurant 
uses local ingredients when possible in their creative dishes.  

● Lost River Pizza Co. – A local, upscale pizza restaurant and craft beer bar with a family-friendly 
atmosphere.   

● Mariah’s – This restaurant has been a local staple for over 40 years, offering signature items such 
as slow-cooked prime rib, homemade rolls with cinnamon butter, potato soup and galaxy ice 
cream pie.  

● Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Looking for a unique, fun experience? Visit Chaney’s Dairy Barn south of town to see rolling farmlands 
and Jersey cows, take a self-guided farm tour and enjoy some of the best ice cream in the Bluegrass 
State. They’ve got more than just ice cream with an array of lunch and dinner favorites, a shop with 
Kentucky-made products and a kid’s playground, plus special events throughout the year. Not far is 
Boyce General Store open select hours and home to the Pie Queen of BG, who makes a delicious 
assortment of pies of all sizes! And, don’t leave without stopping by Jackson’s Orchard to experience a 
true agri-tourism destination.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~15 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Russellville (~30 minute drive) – Russellville is home to the SEEK Museum (Struggles for 
Emancipation and Equality in Kentucky), a new spot on the U.S. Civil Rights Trail with a special 
statue honoring Alice Allison Dunnigan, a noted African American journalist, author and civil rights 
leader.  

● Franklin (~30 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track.  

● Park City (~35 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Cave City (~40 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Glasgow (~45 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  
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● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~50 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Hart County (~55 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, home 
to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  

● Nolin Lake State Park (~1 hour drive) – With a public beach, nature center wildlife displays, over 
9 miles of hiking and mountain biking trails and a 5,795-acre lake stocked with bass, catfish, 
crappie and walleye, this state park is great for nature lovers. 

 
Mammoth Cave National Park area 
Mammoth Cave National Park is home to the world’s longest-known cave system with an underground 
world of more than 400 miles with complex labyrinths, vast chambers and subterranean rivers. Mammoth 
Cave became a national park in 1941 and a World Heritage Site in 1981. Multiple tours are offered 
throughout the year on a variety of topics, ranging from easy to challenging. Reservations and pre-
booking are encouraged because of the park’s popularity.  

Because the temperature in the cave stays about 54°F year-round, it’s a great destination no matter the 
weather or time of year. Aboveground, nature trails, camping sites, overlooks and historic sites offer more 
opportunities to explore. On warm days, pack a meal to enjoy at one of the many picnic areas before or 
after your outdoor adventures.  

Lodging ideas:  
● The Lodge at Mammoth Cave  
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Green River Grill – This full-service restaurant located inside The Lodge at Mammoth Cave 
serves up dishes prepared with local farm-fresh foods.  

● Spelunkers Café & Ice Cream Parlor – Located inside The Lodge at Mammoth Cave, this eatery 
offers coffee, quick bites, meals-to-go and sweets.  

● Porky Pig Diner – Nearby the park in Smiths Grove, this diner offers traditional Southern fare.  
● Other area restaurants 

   
Travel Tip:  
For even more outdoor adventures, check out Nolin Lake State Park north of Mammoth Cave National 
Park. With a public beach, nature center wildlife displays, over 9 miles of hiking and mountain biking trails 
and a 5,795-acre lake stocked with bass, catfish, crappie and walleye, the park is great for nature lovers.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

● Park City (~15 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Cave City (~20 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Hart County (~25 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, home 
to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  
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● Glasgow (~35 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Bowling Green (~45 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~50 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~55 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Franklin (~55 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track.  

● Tompkinsville (~1 hour drive) – The town of Tompkinsville in Monroe County has ample historical 
highway markers and barn quilts, but is more well-known for the free, two-car Cumberland River 
Ferry near the scenic Turkey Neck Bend area.  

 

Cave City 
Located about halfway between Louisville and Nashville at exit 53 on I-65, Cave City has adventure and 
fun around every corner. Visit popular roadside attraction Dinosaur World to wander among hundreds of 
life-sized dinosaur sculptures. Fly through the air and treetops on zip lines at Mammoth Cave Adventures 
and Kentucky Action Park. At the latter, which also houses Jesse James Riding Stables where you can 
explore the area via horseback, there’s much more fun to discover, including Green River Canoeing trips 
and the wheelchair accessible Outlaw Cave.  

But that’s not the only cave in the area. West of town near I-65 is Onyx Cave, featuring a massive 40-foot 
column along with cave coral and cave bacon. South of town, there’s Crystal Onyx cave, established in 
1960 and offering small, personal tours of the well-lit cave. After your underground adventures, head 
downtown to check out a variety of antique, gift and flea market shops. For family fun, head to Yogi 
Bear’s Jellystone Park Mammoth Cave featuring a waterslide, jumping pillows, mini golf, playgrounds, a 
fishing pond, outdoor pavilion and amphitheater and popular Karst Beach with a 2.3-acre lake and sandy 
beach complete with an inflatable sports park.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Comfort Inn & Suites 
● Sleep Inn & Suites 
● Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park Mammoth Cave 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Bucky Bee’s BBQ – A family-owned restaurant offering Southern BBQ favorites including ribs, 
pulled pork, shoulder, smoked turkey, fried bologna, wings and more.  

● Landers Pots Bottom – Located in Cave City, this authentic Irish pub offers Irish drinks, cuisine 
and a pub atmosphere.  
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https://parks.ky.gov/lucas/parks/resort/barren-river-lake-state-resort-park
https://www.visitbgky.com/
https://kennyscheese.com/
https://www.southunionshakervillage.com/
http://franklinky.com/
http://www.monroecountykytourism.com/
https://cavecity.com/
https://dinosaurworld.com/kentucky/
https://adventuresofmammothcave.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyActionParkAndJesseJamesRidingStables
https://kentuckyactionpark.com/
http://mammothcavecanoe.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/cave-city/outdoors/caving/outlaw-cave
http://www.onyxcave.com/
https://crystalonyxcaveky.com/
https://cavecity.com/shopping/
https://www.jellystonemammothcave.com/
https://www.jellystonemammothcave.com/
https://www.karstbeach.com/
https://www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/cave-city/comfort-inn-hotels/ky165?mc=smgogouscil&cid=Search%7CComfort_Inn%7CUS%7CKentucky%7CExact%7CCPC%7CDesktop%7CEN%7CB_G&ag=US%7CKY%7CCave%20City&pmf=GOOGLE&kw=comfort%20inn%20%26%20suites%20cave%20city%20ky&gclid=CLmJkLPqnNMCFcJrNwodCGcJ3w&gclsrc=ds
https://www.choicehotels.com/sleep-inn
https://www.jellystonemammothcave.com/
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● The Dog Pound – Small local restaurant offer specialty hot dogs, brats, sausages plus burgers, 
BBQ sandwiches and sides. 

● Other area restaurants  
   
Travel Tip:  
Looking for some unusual, spooky fun? Cave City is home to several spooky and haunted attractions, 
including J.B.’s Haunted Mansion, a kid-friendly, scary attraction. Big Mike’s Mystery House along the 
interstate is a souvenir shop and mystery house with a perception distortion chamber. Froggett’s 
Guntown Mountain has a haunted hotel along with Western gunfights, stunt and music shows and black 
light golf. Raven’s Cross Haunted Village is a season fall attraction but also has haunted escape rooms 
available.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Park City (~10 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~20 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

● Glasgow (~20 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~35 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~35 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Bowling Green (~40 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~50 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Franklin (~55 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track.  

● Tompkinsville (~55 minute drive) – The town of Tompkinsville in Monroe County has ample 
historical highway markers and barn quilts, but is more well-known for the free, two-car 
Cumberland River Ferry near the scenic Turkey Neck Bend area.  

● Hart County (~20 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, home 
to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  

 

Hart County 
Plan a getaway to scenic Hart County in south-central Kentucky, located near I-65 and home to two main 
towns only seven miles apart, Horse Cave and Munfordville. Learn about animals from Australia and 
Kentucky with outdoor exhibits at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, where you can pet a kangaroo, 
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feed rainbow lorikeets, meet a rare white buffalo and more. While you’re there, venture underground with 
a cave tour of Mammoth Onyx Cave.  

In the heart of Horse Cave, explore above and below ground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave 
Museum, offering cave tours from easy to advanced, rappelling down into the mouth of the cave 
entrance, zip lining and museum exhibits. While downtown, take a cell phone tour to learn more about the 
history and culture of the town. In nearby Munfordville, start at the Hart County Historical Museum in the 
historic Chapline building for an Old Munfordville Cell Phone Tour. Travel back in time even further with a 
stop at Kentucky Stonehenge, a replica of the famous English landmark. Brush up on Civil War history at 
the Battle for The Bridge Preserve. Then enjoy a leisurely drive through the area to explore the Hart 
County Barn Quilt Trail.  

For some outdoor fun, explore one of the many trails – both Horse Cave and Munfordville are Kentucky 
Trail Towns. The Green River Park & Arboretum features beautifully constructed hiking trails, and you can 
paddle the waterways with Big Buffalo Crossing Canoe & Kayak to see the 300 Springs Waterfall on 
Green River.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Holiday Inn Express 
● Horse Cave KOA & Cabins  
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● 5 Broke Girls – American restaurant offering home-style cooking with a Texas twist for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.  

● Farmwald Dutch Bakery & Deli – An Amish restaurant and store with delicious donuts, breads, 
pies, soups, sandwiches and more.  

● Turtleini’s Pizza & Pasta – Locally-owned casual dining restaurant with pizza, pasta, sandwiches, 
a salad bar and more.  

● Wigwam General Store – A local favorite, this casual restaurant features American food, daily 
specials and grilled items.  

● Other area restaurants  
   
Travel Tip:  
Dennison’s Roadside Market in Horse Cave is a local and regional favorite stop! Along with locally-grown 
seasonal produce, you can pick your own berries and pumpkins when the time is right. Stop by and 
stretch your legs – you’ll find seasonal flowers and plants, fruits and vegetables, plus gifts like jams and 
jellies, Amish baskets, Penn’s Country Hams, local crafts and more.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Cave City (~20 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Park City (~25 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~35 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

● Glasgow (~35 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   
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● Nolin Lake State Park (~40 minute drive) – With a public beach, nature center wildlife displays, 
over 9 miles of hiking and mountain biking trails and a 5,795-acre lake stocked with bass, catfish, 
crappie and walleye, this state park is great for nature lovers. 

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~50 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~55 minute drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Bowling Green (~55 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~1 hour drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker Village 
is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way of life 
with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Franklin (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – This town near the Kentucky-Tennessee border features great 
historic districts with museums and shopping, plus live Thoroughbred racing on a turf track. 

● Tompkinsville (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The town of Tompkinsville in Monroe County has ample 
historical highway markers and barn quilts, but is more well-known for the free, two-car 
Cumberland River Ferry near the scenic Turkey Neck Bend area.  

 

Franklin 
The southern Kentucky town of Franklin in located off of I-65 just north of the Kentucky-Tennessee border 
and has been honored as one of the 50 Best Small Southern Towns. Browse the downtown historic 
district featuring 19th century architecture surrounding the iconic Simpson County 1882 courthouse that’s 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Visit the church where Johnny Cash and June Carter 
were married in 1968 before exploring the variety of shops, with some cast-iron storefronts downtown. 
Stop by the Gallery on the Square to see regional artworks.  

Explore regional history at the African American Heritage Center housed in a Victorian home in Franklin’s 
Harristown Historic District, the Simpson County Archives History Center located in an old manufactured 
warehouse and the Octagon Hall Civil War Museum, an eight-sided antebellum brick home listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places known for Civil War history and paranormal activity. For a sip of local 
flavor, stop by Dueling Grounds Distillery, a member of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour®.  

Watch seasonal authentic, live horse racing at Kentucky Downs on the only all-turf flat racing 
Thoroughbred track in North America, and simulcast races throughout the year. Enjoy a retro movie 
experience at Franklin Drive-In, a family owned and operated business in operation since 1969.  

Lodging ideas:  
● Baymont by Wyndham 
● Hampton Inn 
● Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
● Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

● Brickyard Café – A fine-dining experience in downtown offering a mix of American, Italian and 
Mediterranean cuisine.  

● Colorado Grill Steakhouse – This restaurant serves hand-cut steaks and other American fare 
including chicken, seafood, pasta and salads.  

https://parks.ky.gov/mammoth-cave/parks/recreation/nolin-lake-state-park
https://parks.ky.gov/lucas/parks/resort/barren-river-lake-state-resort-park
https://kennyscheese.com/
https://www.visitbgky.com/
https://www.southunionshakervillage.com/
http://franklinky.com/
http://www.monroecountykytourism.com/
http://franklinky.com/
http://franklinky.com/play/
http://franklinky.com/play/
https://www.wkyufm.org/post/kentucky-town-prepares-celebrate-surprise-wedding-johnny-and-june-carter-cash#stream/0
http://franklinky.com/shop/
https://www.galleryonthesquare.org/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/franklin/attractions/museums/african-american-heritage-center
https://sites.rootsweb.com/%7Ekyschs/
https://octagonhallmuseum.com/
https://www.duelinggroundsdistillery.com/home
https://kybourbontrail.com/distilleries/kentucky-bourbon-trail-craft-tour/
https://kybourbontrail.com/distilleries/kentucky-bourbon-trail-craft-tour/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/horses/horse-racing
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/franklin/attractions/auto-racing/kentucky-downs-race-course
http://franklindrive-in.com/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/baymont/franklin-kentucky/baymont-inn-and-suites-franklin-ky/overview?partner_id=&unique_url=&hotel_id=09828&group_code=&campaign_code=&propId=BU09828&brand_id=BU&checkout_date=&modify=false&useWRPoints=false&children=0&corporate_id=&ratePlan=&teens=0&affiliate_id=&altPropId=09828&brand_code=BH%252CDI%252CRA%252CBU%252CHJ%252CKG%252CMT%252CSE%252CTL%252CWG%252CWY%252CWT%252CWP&iata=&childAgeParam=&rate_code=&adults=1&discreteParam=1-0-0-1-0-0-1-0-0-1-0-0&checkin_date=&rooms=1
https://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/kentucky/hampton-inn-franklin-FKLKYHX/maps-directions/index.html
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/franklin/frnky/hoteldetail
http://franklinky.com/stay/
https://www.brickyardcafeky.com/
https://www.coloradogrillwh.com/


● Wildfire BBQ and Grill – A local BBQ joint with meats including pulled pork, brisket, ribs and 
chicken cooked over hickory plus all sauces and sides are made in-house.  

● Other area restaurants  
   
Travel Tip:  
Take a relaxing drive through Franklin’s Main Street and the surrounding area to view public art. See a 
literal fork in the road, a metal welding project completed in 2018 by the local high school, at the 
intersection of Uhls and Bunch roads. Examine eight life-sized, outdoor murals at the Simpson County 
Tourism office.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

● Southern Union Shaker Village (~20 minute drive) – Located in Auburn, South Union Shaker 
Village is more than just a memory, it’s a place to visit and learn firsthand about the Shaker way 
of life with original restored buildings housing a fine museum of Shaker life and material culture, a 
unique gift shop and overnight lodgings. 

● Bowling Green (~30 minute drive) – Geared for fun, Bowling Green is home to the National 
Corvette Museum, an underground boat tour, an amusement park, historic sites and museums 
and more that will delight the whole family.  

● Barren River Lake State Resort Park (~45 minute drive) – Home to tree-covered hills, a 10,000-
acre lake stocked with fish, nature trails and an 18-hole golf course, this state park near Lucas 
offers an enjoyable stay at the Louie B. Nunn Lodge or private cabins.   

● Park City (~45 minute drive) – The historic entrance to Diamond Caverns and Mammoth Cave 
and formerly known as Bell’s Station, Three Forks and Glasgow Junction, this small town is rich 
in stagecoach and railway history and home to the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike & Hike Trail.  

● Mammoth Cave National Park (~55 minute drive) – Home to the world’s longest-known cave 
system, this national park has miles of caves to explore underground and trails above-ground.  

● Cave City (~55 minute drive) – Located just off I-65 halfway between Louisville and Nashville, this 
city has adventure around every corner with cave tours, horseback riding, zip lining, dinosaurs 
and more.  

● Glasgow (~55 minute drive) – Offering a little bit of Scotland in the Kentucky, this town is home to 
the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, with artifacts and bits of history from the five-county 
region known as “The Barrens,” and is host to the annual Glasgow Highland Games, usually held 
in June.   

● Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese (~1 hour drive) – Located in Austin, this family-owned cheese 
operation started small but has grown into a national brand offering traditional and interesting 
cheeses.  

● Hart County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – History and exploration go hand-in-hand in Hart County, 
home to Horse Cave and Munfordville. Take cell phone tours of the two towns, then venture 
underground at Hidden River Cave and American Cave Museum or Mammoth Onyx Cave, 
located at Kentucky Down Under Adventure Zoo, before enjoying a relaxing paddle.  
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

https://wildfirebbq.net/
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http://franklinky.com/
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http://franklinky.com/
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https://www.visitbgky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lucas/parks/resort/barren-river-lake-state-resort-park
https://visitparkcityky.com/
https://www.diamondcaverns.com/
https://www.nps.gov/maca/
https://cavecity.com/
https://visitglasgowbarrenky.com/
https://kennyscheese.com/
https://kygetaway.com/

