
 
Bourbon, Horses & History Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Bullitt County  

 
Anchored by Kentucky’s largest city, Louisville, and dotted with smaller cities and towns, this north-central 
region is full of attractions for travelers of all ages. Experience the flavors, sights and traditions that define 
the Bluegrass State – bourbon, horses and history. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and 
attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Bullitt County 
Bullitt County is located in north central Kentucky directly south of Louisville and is bisected by I-65. On 
the east side of the county is Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest, Kentucky’s Official State 
Arboretum. It’s a nature lover’s paradise with over 16,000 acres filled with 40 miles of trails for hikers and 
bikers, wetlands, ponds and natural habitats plus art installations spread throughout the grounds, 
including the Giants.  

Just down the road is Forest Edge Winery, a family-owned winery with award-winning wines. Other local 
wineries include: Brooks Hill Winery, MillaNova Winery and Wight Meyer Vineyard & Winery. Nearby is 
the Jim Beam Distillery American Stillhouse, a 200-year-old landmark that serves as Jim Beam’s flagship 
distillery. Get an up close and intimate look at Jim Beam Bourbon and how it’s made and take a guided 
tour to walk in the footsteps of seven generations of Beam Family Master Distillers. (There’s even a Wine 
& Whiskey Trail.)  

Stop in Fire Studio & Gallery to watch the ancient art of glassblowing and book a tour or session to create 
a glass masterpiece. Book an appointment to visit the Bullitt County History Museum in downtown 
Shepherdsville to browse through local history, then hit the backroads to find historical markers and 
points of interest such as the Old Stone Bank, Lloyd House Museum and Civil War sites. Take a journey 
back to simpler days at the Slow Poke Farm. Wrap up the visit with a fun thrill at Kart Kountry, the longest 
go-kart track in the world that also offers mini golf courses, an arcade and batting cages.  

Lodging ideas:  
• Country Inn & Suites  
• Hampton Inn 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
• Tru by Hilton 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

https://www.travelbullitt.org/
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://bernheim.org/
https://bernheim.org/forestgiants/
https://forestedgewine.com/
http://www.brookshillwinery.com/
https://www.millanovawinery.com/
https://wight-meyervineyards.com/
https://www.jimbeam.com/visit-us/american-stillhouse
https://www.travelbullitt.org/adventures/the-wine-whiskey-trail
https://www.travelbullitt.org/adventures/the-wine-whiskey-trail
https://firestudioandgallery.com/
https://www.bullittcountyhistory.org/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/adventures/along-the-backroads
http://www.slowpokefarm.com/
http://www.gokartkountry.com/
http://countryinnsuitesshepherdsville.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sdfbrhx-hampton-louisville-i-65-at-brooks-rd/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/hillview/hvwky/hoteldetail
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sdfruru-tru-shepherdsville-louisville-south/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/lodging


• Bearno’s Pizza Shepherdsville – A pizza franchise based in Louisville, this restaurant offers their 
signature Louisville-style pizza like “Mama Bearno’s Special,” along with Italian sandwiches, 
salads and pasta.  

• Cedar Grove Coffee House – This small coffee shop in Shepherdsville offers the perfect place to 
enjoy a cup of coffee, latte or specialty drink, plus a panini, sandwich or specialty pastry.  

• Hillview Family Diner & Ice Cream – A local favorite, this family-owned restaurant serves 
American comfort food including burgers, sandwiches, plate dinners and of course, ice cream.  

• Isaac’s Café – Open seasonally, this café at Bernheim Forest crafts delicious, fresh dishes using 
their Edible Garden only steps away from the café’s doors.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
On Saturday evenings, listen to the weekly “Shepherdsville Country Music Show” that’s been going 
strong for over 40 years. The family showroom seats 500 and is a comfortable theatre backdrop to the 
classic country, oldies, rock-n-roll and Southern gospel music all available at an affordable price.  

 
Trip Extensions:  

• Louisville (~30 minute drive) – Kentucky’s largest city and home of the Kentucky Derby, offering 
an abundance of art and history museums, bourbon distilleries, outdoor attractions and a new 
Unfiltered Truth collection focused on Black Heritage.  

• Elizabethtown (~30 minute drive) – Known as “Etown” and Bourbon’s Backyard, this city has a 
charming downtown with historical attractions and local shops. Plus, it’s Kentucky’s first urban 
Trail Town with miles of trails to explore around town.  

• Bardstown (~30 minute drive) – Known as the Bourbon Capital of the World® and one of the most 
beautiful small towns in the nation, offering small-town charm paired with delicious bourbon and a 
side of history. 

• Hodgenville (~40 minute drive) – The birthplace of our nation’s 16th president, Abraham Lincoln, 
this city is home to the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park and his Boyhood 
Home at Knob Creek, plus the Lincoln Museum in historic downtown.  

• Radcliff & Ft. Knox (~40 minute drive) – These two close-knit communities are steeped in history, 
especially military history with Fort Knox being an active military base. Radcliff is home to Tioga 
Falls, Civil War era Fort Duffield, a September 11th Memorial, the Kentucky Museum of American 
Pocketknives, a nature preserve and Boundary Oak Distillery. Fort Knox offers the U.S. Bullion 
Depository (known as “The Gold Vault”) and the General George Patton Museum.  

• Oldham County (~45 minute drive) – Located along I-71 east of Louisville, this county offers a 
variety of fun for the whole family with a number of farm tours, outdoor attractions, trains on Main 
Street, extensive historical archives and local shops.  

• Taylorsville Lake State Park (~45 minute drive) – Featuring a 24-mile trail system for hikers, 
mountain bikers and horseback riders, this state park in Spencer County has a marina for boat 
service and to rent boats and other boat ramps along different points of Taylorsville Lake. 

• Shelby County (~50 minute drive) – Known as the “American Saddlebred Capital of the World” 
and home to two main towns – Shelbyville and Simpsonville – about 15 minutes apart, this county 
offers historic attractions, ample shopping and of course, bourbon.  

• Springfield (~55 minute drive) – The seat of Washington County, this small town has Lincoln 
Homestead State Park, the Lincoln Legacy Museum, the Springfield Opera House, the historic St. 
Rose Priory Church and is near the Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site. 

• Meade County (~55 minute drive) – Located along the Ohio River, this county offers wonderful 
walking, running or hiking trails, a riverfront park and Bruners Farm & Winery.  

• Grayson County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Home to the Pine Knob Outdoor Theatre and the Jack 
Thomas House, which also houses the Grayson County Historical Society, this county is near 

https://bearnos.com/
https://cedargrovecoffeehouse.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hillview-Family-Diner-Ice-Cream-670432419677706/
https://bernheim.org/plan-your-visit/eat-at-isaacs/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/taste
https://www.44scms.com/
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://www.touretown.com/
https://www.visitbardstown.com/
https://laruecountychamber.org/visit-larue-county-discover-lincoln-and-more/
https://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.lincolnmuseum-ky.org/
https://radclifftourism.org/
https://touroldham.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/mount-eden/parks/recreation/taylorsville-lake-state-park
https://visittaylorsville.com/
http://www.visitshelbyky.com/
https://springfieldkytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/springfield/parks/historic/lincoln-homestead-state-park
https://parks.ky.gov/springfield/parks/historic/lincoln-homestead-state-park
https://visitmeadecounty.org/
https://visitgrayson.com/


both Rough River Lake and Nolin Lake. The main town is Leitchfield, with Leitchfield Aquatic 
Center and Arbor Stone Vineyards.  

• Lebanon (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The “Heart of Kentucky” – in fact, the geographic center of 
the state – this town offers outdoor trails, a community arts center and religious history, plus 
nearby is Maker’s Mark Distillery and other bourbon attractions.  

• Rough River Dam State Resort Park (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – This state park offers beautiful 
views of the 5,000-acre Rough River Lake and is located in Falls of Rough in Breckinridge 
County. Rent a pontoon boat, play disc golf, fish, explore the orienteering course and stay 
overnight at the lodge or a cottage.  

 

  
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VisitLeitchfieldKy
https://visitlebanonky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falls-rough/parks/resort/rough-river-dam-state-resort-park
https://breckinridgecountychamber.com/tourism/
https://breckinridgecountychamber.com/tourism/

