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Anchored by Kentucky’s largest city, Louisville, and dotted with smaller cities and towns, this north-central 
region is full of attractions for travelers of all ages. Experience the flavors, sights and traditions that define 
the Bluegrass State – bourbon, horses and history. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and 
attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Elizabethtown 
Elizabethtown, fondly known as “Etown” and Bourbon’s Backyard, is located along I-65 in Hardin County 
near several major Kentucky roads including the Bluegrass Parkway and the Western Kentucky Parkway. 
With a charming downtown, colorful public murals and a variety of attractions, there’s ample activities for 
everyone! Downtown is home to the Brown-Pusey House, an 1825 Georgian mansion with a genealogical 
library and garden, an infamous cannonball from the Civil War, the Hardin County History Museum, the 
Hardin County Playhouse, art galleries, local shops and more. The restored Historic State Theater 
Complex with original 1942 Art Deco décor hosts classic movie showings, concerts, live shows and more 
throughout the year.  

Travel back through the years at the Kentucky High School Basketball Hall of Fame and the Swope Cars 
of Yesteryear Museum featuring automobiles from the 1900s to the 1960s. Enjoy a glass of bourbon or 
craft beer at the Bourbon Barrel Tavern on the historic downtown square, or try a local brew at the nearby 
Flywheel Brewing. Check out Waters Edge Winery & Bistro of Etown, an urban winery offering 
customized labeling and bottling, dozens of wine selections, wine tastings and a bistro. On the west side 
of town is the PNC Music Garden, complete with multiple colorful musical instruments and art that 
children especially enjoy and the Wild Rose Equestrian Center for horse enthusiasts and those looking to 
trail ride or take a lesson.  

Did you know that Etown is Kentucky’s first urban Trail Town?! Explore miles of greenspace trails around 
town, great for walking, running, bird watching and more. Freeman Lake Park is a beautiful park 
surrounding the 170-acre lake, offering fishing, tennis, disc golf, boat rentals, a playground and a dog 
park, and it’s also home to local historic sites: Lincoln Heritage House, Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln 
Memorial Cabin and the One-Room Schoolhouse. The nearby Elizabethtown Nature Park offers 104 
acres of gently rolling land to explore, including a walking trail that ties into the Freeman Lake Park trail 
system and the Hardin County Veterans Tribute, a beautiful star formation with sculptures honoring each 
branch of the military.  

Lodging ideas:  
• Hampton Inn 

https://www.touretown.com/
https://www.touretown.com/things-to-do/bourbons-backyard/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/historic-downtown-elizabethtown/236/
https://www.touretown.com/blog/post/murals-murals-murals/
https://www.touretown.com/things-to-do/
http://www.brownpuseyhouse.org/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/the-cannonball/143/
http://www.hardinkyhistory.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/hardin-county-playhouse/home
https://www.touretown.com/things-to-do/shopping/
https://thestate270.org/
https://thestate270.org/
https://khsbhf.com/
https://www.swopemuseum.com/
https://www.swopemuseum.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bourbonbarreltavern/
https://flywheelbrewing.com/
https://wineryetown.com/
http://ckcf4people.org/grant-making/community-initiatives/pnc-music-garden/
https://wildroseky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://www.touretown.com/listing/greenspace-trails/162/
https://elizabethtownky.org/freeman-lake-park/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/freeman-lake-dog-park/224/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/freeman-lake-dog-park/224/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/lincoln-heritage-house/152/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/sarah-bush-johnston-lincoln-memorial-cabin/153/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/sarah-bush-johnston-lincoln-memorial-cabin/153/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/summit-one-room-schoolhouse/142/
https://elizabethtownky.org/elizabethtown-nature-park/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/hardin-county-veterans-tribute/222/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/elikyhx-hampton-elizabethtown/


• Hilton Garden Inn 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
• Springhill Suites by Marriott 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• 2B Thai – This locally-owned restaurant, open for lunch and dinner daily, offers authentic Thai 
cuisine including Pad Thai, Pad See Ew, Pad Kee Mao, curry, fried rice and more.  

• Back Home Restaurant – This restaurant is a local staple, offering delicious home-cooked 
favorites like fried chicken, meatloaf and country ham, plus there’s a gift shop and a boutique.   

• Impellizzeri’s Pizza – Featuring pizza, pasta, salads, sandwiches and more Italian-inspired 
dishes, this family-friendly restaurant is located in the Stewart Opry House, which was built in 
1907 and is on the National Registry of Historic Places.  

• The Wicked Eye Woman – Located on the town’s historic downtown square, this restaurant 
serves English pub food with a Southern twist using local, fresh ingredients.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Ready for some fun? Channel your inner kid at these highly entertaining attractions – from the American 
Legion Water Park to the family entertainment center Sky’s the Limit, Axe Play, Dix-E-Town Lanes, 
Xtreme Cornhole, Unlock: Kentucky Escape Rooms and Skydive Kentucky, there’s adventures of all 
kinds waiting in Etown!  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Hodgenville (~20 minute drive) – The birthplace of our nation’s 16th president, Abraham Lincoln, 
this city is home to the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park and his Boyhood 
Home at Knob Creek, plus the Lincoln Museum in historic downtown.  

• Radcliff & Ft. Knox (~25 minute drive) – These two close-knit communities are steeped in history, 
especially military history with Fort Knox being an active military base. Radcliff is home to Tioga 
Falls, Civil War era Fort Duffield, a September 11th Memorial, the Kentucky Museum of American 
Pocketknives, a nature preserve and Boundary Oak Distillery. Fort Knox offers the U.S. Bullion 
Depository (known as “The Gold Vault”) and the General George Patton Museum.  

• Bullitt County (~30 minute drive) – Featuring a unique Wine & Whiskey Trail including the Jim 
Beam Distillery, this county is directly south of Louisville along I-65 and home to Bernheim 
Arboretum & Research Forest and the thrilling Kart Kountry, the world’s longest go-kart track.  

• Bardstown (~35 minute drive) – Known as the Bourbon Capital of the World® and one of the most 
beautiful small towns in the nation, offering small-town charm paired with delicious bourbon and a 
side of history. 

• Meade County (~40 minute drive) – Located along the Ohio River, this county offers wonderful 
walking, running or hiking trails, a riverfront park and Bruners Farm & Winery.  

• Grayson County (~40 minute drive) – Home to the Pine Knob Outdoor Theatre and the Jack 
Thomas House, which also houses the Grayson County Historical Society, this county is near 
both Rough River Lake and Nolin Lake. The main town is Leitchfield, with Leitchfield Aquatic 
Center and Arbor Stone Vineyards.  

• Louisville (~50 minute drive) – Kentucky’s largest city and home of the Kentucky Derby, offering 
an abundance of art and history museums, bourbon distilleries, outdoor attractions and a new 
Unfiltered Truth collection focused on Black Heritage.  

• Springfield (~50 minute drive) – The seat of Washington County, this small town has Lincoln 
Homestead State Park, the Lincoln Legacy Museum, the Springfield Opera House, the historic St. 
Rose Priory Church and is near the Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site. 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ekxgigi-hilton-garden-inn-elizabethtown/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/elizabethtown/elimr/hoteldetail
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/sdfse-springhill-suites-elizabethtown/
https://www.touretown.com/hotels/
http://www.2bthaietown.com/home.html
https://www.backhomerestaurant.com/
http://impellizzeris.com/elizabethtown/
http://www.thewickedeyedwoman.com/home.html
https://www.touretown.com/restaurants/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/american-legion-water-park/225/
https://www.touretown.com/listing/american-legion-water-park/225/
https://skysthelimitetown.com/
https://www.axeplayetown.com/
http://www.dixetownlanes.com/
https://www.xtremecornhole.com/
https://unlockky.com/
https://skydivekentucky.com/
https://laruecountychamber.org/visit-larue-county-discover-lincoln-and-more/
https://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.lincolnmuseum-ky.org/
https://radclifftourism.org/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/
https://www.visitbardstown.com/
https://visitmeadecounty.org/
https://visitgrayson.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VisitLeitchfieldKy
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://springfieldkytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/springfield/parks/historic/lincoln-homestead-state-park
https://parks.ky.gov/springfield/parks/historic/lincoln-homestead-state-park


• Rough River Dam State Resort Park (~ 1 hour drive) – This state park offers beautiful views of 
the 5,000-acre Rough River Lake and is located in Falls of Rough in Breckinridge County. Rent a 
pontoon boat, play disc golf, fish, explore the orienteering course and stay overnight at the lodge 
or a cottage.  

• Taylorsville Lake State Park (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Featuring a 24-mile trail system for hikers, 
mountain bikers and horseback riders, this state park in Spencer County has a marina for boat 
service and to rent boats and other boat ramps along different points of Taylorsville Lake. 

• Lebanon (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The “Heart of Kentucky” – in fact, the geographic center of 
the state – this town offers outdoor trails, a community arts center and religious history, plus 
nearby is Maker’s Mark Distillery and other bourbon attractions.  

• Oldham County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Located along I-71 east of Louisville, this county offers 
a variety of fun for the whole family with a number of farm tours, outdoor attractions, trains on 
Main Street, extensive historical archives and local shops.  

• Shelby County (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – Known as the “American Saddlebred Capital of the 
World” and home to two main towns – Shelbyville and Simpsonville – about 15 minutes apart, this 
county offers historic attractions, ample shopping and of course, bourbon.  

 

   
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://parks.ky.gov/falls-rough/parks/resort/rough-river-dam-state-resort-park
https://breckinridgecountychamber.com/tourism/
https://parks.ky.gov/mount-eden/parks/recreation/taylorsville-lake-state-park
https://visittaylorsville.com/
https://visitlebanonky.com/
https://touroldham.com/
http://www.visitshelbyky.com/

