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Anchored by Kentucky’s largest city, Louisville, and dotted with smaller cities and towns, this north-central 
region is full of attractions for travelers of all ages. Experience the flavors, sights and traditions that define 
the Bluegrass State – bourbon, horses and history. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and 
attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Oldham County 
Oldham County is directly east of Louisville along I-71 and is the self-dubbed “Farm Tour Capital of 
Kentucky.” Farm tours are offered in the spring, summer and fall, presenting a unique opportunity to get 
an inside look at area operations from horses, alpacas, dairy cows, chickens, sheep and bison to gardens 
and produce. Hermitage Farm has a variety of tours, including an art walk experience, a bourbon tasting, 
a Thoroughbred horse tour and sport horses tour, plus an educational agriculture tour at sister location 
Woodland Farm. The Kentucky Artisan Distillery is a stop on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour® that 
offers tastings and tours of their farm-to-bottle distillery.  

Next door, explore Yew Dell Botanical Gardens to see flowering plants throughout the year, as well as an 
arboretum, log cabin, castle, sunken garden, meadow and woodland trails and special events. About 20 
minutes north is the Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve, a 170-acre scenic destination with gardens and 
trails. Take in a movie at the Sauerbeck Family Drive-In. For a unique outdoor attraction, visit Oldham 
Gardens, featuring a beautiful beer garden, greenhouses, outdoor bar, grill restaurant and indoor taproom 
for both 3rd Turn Brewing and Hive & Barrel Meadery.  

Head downtown to see the Trains on Main – there’s a train track running down the center of the street! 
The La Grange Railroad Museum gives insight on local train history, and there are plenty of local shops to 
explore, too. A short distance away is the Oldham County History Center campus with several historical 
buildings, featuring a vast collection of archival documents and genealogical records. In 2016, the J. C. 
Barnett Library & Archives at the center received a facility designation and the Bibb Escapes/Gatewood 
Plantation received a site designation by the National Park Service National Underground Railroad 
Network to Freedom.  

Lodging ideas:  
• Bluegrass Country Estate Bed & Breakfast  
• Comfort Inn & Suites 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites La Grange 
• Pillow and Paddock Bed & Breakfast  
• The Inn at Spring Run Farm 

https://touroldham.com/
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://touroldham.com/farm-tours/
https://www.hermitagefarm.com/
http://www.woodlandfarm.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/distilleries/kentucky-bourbon-trail-craft-tour/
http://yewdellgardens.org/
https://www.creaseymahannaturepreserve.org/
http://www.sauerbeckfamilydrivein.com/
http://3rdturnbrewing.com/
http://hiveandbarrel.com/
https://touroldham.com/trains/
https://lagrangerailroadmuseum.org/
https://touroldham.com/shopping/
https://oldhamkyhistory.com/
https://touroldham.com/history-center-campus/
https://touroldham.com/history-center-campus/
https://touroldham.com/oldham-ky-underground-railroad/
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1205/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1205/index.htm
https://www.bluegrasscountryestate.com/
https://www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/la-grange/comfort-inn-hotels/ky274#listpos1
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/la-grange/sdflg/hoteldetail
https://www.pillowandpaddock.com/
http://www.theinnatspringrunfarm.com/


• Other area lodging facilities 
 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Barn8 Restaurant – Housed in a historic renovated barn at Hermitage Farm, this restaurant uses 
locally-sourced ingredients to craft a gourmet farm-fresh menu and hand-crafted cocktails.  

• Hometown Pizza – With two locations in the county (Crestwood and La Grange), this family-
owned pizza restaurant offers thin and thick crust pizzas, pasta, salads, sandwiches and wraps.  

• Main Street Bourbon and Ale House – A neighborhood restaurant and bar serving burgers, 
chicken, fish, flatbread pizzas and more, including a variety of daily specials.  

• One Nineteen West Main Restaurant – Located in historic downtown La Grange, this restaurant 
offers American and New Southern cuisine with a view of trains from the picture windows.   

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Along I-71 at exit 14 is Openrange Sports, a multi-purpose recreational business with pistol and rifle 
ranges, a gear shop and an 11,000 square-foot reball (resusable, paintless paintball) area. They offer 
education and fun for beginners to serious shooters in a variety of disciplines, all who want to have a blast 
in a safe environment.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Louisville (~25 minute drive) – Kentucky’s largest city and home of the Kentucky Derby, offering 
an abundance of art and history museums, bourbon distilleries, outdoor attractions and a new 
Unfiltered Truth collection focused on Black Heritage.  

• Smith-Berry Winery (~30 minute drive) – Near New Castle in Henry County, this farm winery that 
was once a cattle and tobacco farm now offers wine tastings and tours plus special events.  

• Shelby County (~35 minute drive) – Known as the “American Saddlebred Capital of the World” 
and home to two main towns – Shelbyville and Simpsonville – about 15 minutes apart, this county 
offers historic attractions, ample shopping and of course, bourbon.  

• Bullitt County (~45 minute drive) – Featuring a unique Wine & Whiskey Trail including the Jim 
Beam Distillery, this county is directly south of Louisville along I-65 and home to Bernheim 
Arboretum & Research Forest and the thrilling Kart Kountry, the world’s longest go-kart track.  

• Taylorsville Lake State Park (~50 minute drive) – Featuring a 24-mile trail system for hikers, 
mountain bikers and horseback riders, this state park in Spencer County has a marina for boat 
service and to rent boats and other boat ramps along different points of Taylorsville Lake. 

• Bardstown (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Known as the Bourbon Capital of the World® and one of the 
most beautiful small towns in the nation, offering small-town charm paired with delicious bourbon 
and a side of history. 

• Elizabethtown (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Known as “Etown” and Bourbon’s Backyard, this city 
has a charming downtown with historical attractions and local shops. Plus, it’s Kentucky’s first 
urban Trail Town with miles of trails to explore around town.  

• Radcliff & Ft. Knox (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – These two close-knit communities are steeped in 
history, especially military history with Fort Knox being an active military base. Radcliff is home to 
Tioga Falls, Civil War era Fort Duffield, a September 11th Memorial, the Kentucky Museum of 
American Pocketknives, a nature preserve and Boundary Oak Distillery. Fort Knox offers the U.S. 
Bullion Depository (known as “The Gold Vault”) and the General George Patton Museum.  

• Meade County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Located along the Ohio River, this county offers 
wonderful walking, running or hiking trails, a riverfront park and Bruners Farm & Winery.  

• Hodgenville (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – The birthplace of our nation’s 16th president, Abraham 
Lincoln, this city is home to the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park and his 
Boyhood Home at Knob Creek, plus the Lincoln Museum in historic downtown.  

https://touroldham.com/stay/
https://www.hermitagefarm.com/food-bourbon/barn8-restaurant/
https://www.hometownpizza.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Main-Street-Bourbon-And-Ale-House-1524224987852121/
http://onenineteenwestmain.com/
https://touroldham.com/restaurants/
https://www.openrangesports.com/
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://smithberrywinery.com/
https://www.newcastleky.com/tourism.html
http://www.visitshelbyky.com/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/mount-eden/parks/recreation/taylorsville-lake-state-park
https://visittaylorsville.com/
https://www.visitbardstown.com/
https://www.touretown.com/
https://radclifftourism.org/
https://visitmeadecounty.org/
https://laruecountychamber.org/visit-larue-county-discover-lincoln-and-more/
https://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.lincolnmuseum-ky.org/


   

 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 


