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Anchored by Kentucky’s largest city, Louisville, and dotted with smaller cities and towns, this north-central 
region is full of attractions for travelers of all ages. Experience the flavors, sights and traditions that define 
the Bluegrass State – bourbon, horses and history. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and 
attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Shelby County 
Located along I-64 between Louisville and Lexington, Shelby County is known as the “American 
Saddlebred Capital of the World.” Home to two main towns – Shelbyville and Simpsonville – about 15 
minutes apart, the county offers several attractions but retains its small-town feel. Book a tour of Kismet 
Farm LLC, a Saddlebred horse farm, or visit Shelby Trails Park for a horseback ride or lesson.  

Visit the Shelbyville History Museum to see exhibits focused on local history, including Saddlebreds, 
tobacco and more. Schedule a tour of the Whitney M. Young Center, the birthplace of an important civil 
rights leader in Kentucky and the nation that’s on the National Register of Historic Places and a stop on 
the U.S. Civil Rights Trail. Take a relaxing stroll through Clear Creek Park. Rent a boat or bring one to fish 
the 317-acre Guist Creek Lake & Marina.  

Spend some time at Kentucky’s only designer outlet shopping center, the Outlet Shoppes of the 
Bluegrass in Simpsonville, with over 90 stores. Browse Wakefield-Scearce Galleries at the Shops of 
Science Hill, a high-quality antique gallery located in a historic shopping area, as well as Blue Gables and 
other local shops. Get a taste of Kentucky’s native spirit at Bulleit Distilling Co. and learn about the 
distinctive rye recipe for their bourbon. Check out Jeptha Creed Distillery to see how they craft bourbon 
and other spirits, including brandy, moonshine and vodka. Stop by nearby Talon Winery for a wine 
tasting.  

Lodging ideas:  
• Hampton Inn Simpsonville 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites Shelbyville 
• Saddlebred Suites  
• Yellow Carriage House Bed & Breakfast Inn  
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Bell House Restaurant – This restaurant offers lunch and dinner as well as special brunches and 
afternoon teas in a renovated home in the heart of downtown Shelbyville.  

https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/
http://www.visitshelbyky.com/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/kismet-farm/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/kismet-farm/
https://www.shelbytrailspark.com/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/shelbyville-history-museum/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/whitney-m-young-center/
https://civilrightstrail.com/
https://shelbycountyparks.com/our-parks/clear-creek-park/
https://guistcreek.com/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/outlet-shoppes-of-the-bluegrass/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/outlet-shoppes-of-the-bluegrass/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/wakefield-scearce-galleries/
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/shops-of-science-hill/
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https://www.visitshelbyky.com/blue-gables/
https://www.bulleit.com/visit-us/bulleit-distilling-co/
https://jepthacreed.com/
https://www.talonwine.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sdfnqhx-hampton-simpsonville/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/shelbyville/sveky/hoteldetail
https://www.saddlebredsuites.com/
http://www.yellowcarriagehouse.com/home
https://www.visitshelbyky.com/stay/
http://www.bellhouserestaurant.com/


• Claudia Sanders Dinner House – Located behind the final home of Colonel Harlan Sanders, 
founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken, and his wife, Claudia, this restaurant combines Southern 
hospitality and old-fashioned, family-style cooking. 

• La Cocina De Mama – This authentic Mexican restaurant presents delicious dishes with a flair.  
• Ken-Tex BBQ – Offering a taste of Texas in Kentucky, this BBQ restaurant has slow hickory-

smoked meats and traditional sides including baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad and more.  
• Science Hill Inn & The Red Lion – Housed in a former 1825 prep school behind Wakefiled 

Scearce Gallery, the Science Hill Inn restaurant serves upscale Southern dishes in an elegant, 
historic space. The adjoining Tudor-style English pub and restaurant The Red Lion offers unique 
burgers, ethnic dishes and other specials.  

• Other area restaurants 
Travel Tip:  
During spring, summer and fall, have some fun on the farm on the east side of the county with Gallrein 
Farms and Mulberry Orchard! Gallrein’s has several greenhouses with annuals, perennials and tropical 
plants in the spring. Mulberry has a large farm-themed playground area that kids especially enjoy. Both 
are family farms offering seasonal produce, petting zoos, family fun and food to enjoy during and after 
your visit, including u-pick produce and fall hayrides.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Smith-Berry Winery (~30 minute drive) – Near New Castle in Henry County, this farm winery that 
was once a cattle and tobacco farm now offers wine tastings and tours plus special events.  

• Taylorsville Lake State Park (~30 minute drive) – Featuring a 24-mile trail system for hikers, 
mountain bikers and horseback riders, this state park in Spencer County has a marina for boat 
service and to rent boats and other boat ramps along different points of Taylorsville Lake. 

• Oldham County (~35 minute drive) – Located along I-71 east of Louisville, this county offers a 
variety of fun for the whole family with a number of farm tours, outdoor attractions, trains on Main 
Street, extensive historical archives and local shops.  

• Louisville (~40 minute drive) – Kentucky’s largest city and home of the Kentucky Derby, offering 
an abundance of art and history museums, bourbon distilleries, outdoor attractions and a new 
Unfiltered Truth collection focused on Black Heritage.  

• Bullitt County (~50 minute drive) – Featuring a unique Wine & Whiskey Trail including the Jim 
Beam Distillery, this county is directly south of Louisville along I-65 and home to Bernheim 
Arboretum & Research Forest and the thrilling Kart Kountry, the world’s longest go-kart track.  

• Bardstown (~55 minute drive) – Known as the Bourbon Capital of the World® and one of the most 
beautiful small towns in the nation, offering small-town charm paired with delicious bourbon and a 
side of history. 

• Springfield (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The seat of Washington County, this small town has 
Lincoln Homestead State Park, the Lincoln Legacy Museum, the Springfield Opera House, the 
historic St. Rose Priory Church and is near the Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site. 

• Elizabethtown (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – Known as “Etown” and Bourbon’s Backyard, this city 
has a charming downtown with historical attractions and local shops. Plus, it’s Kentucky’s first 
urban Trail Town with miles of trails to explore around town.  

• Radcliff & Ft. Knox (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – These two close-knit communities are steeped in 
history, especially military history with Fort Knox being an active military base. Radcliff is home to 
Tioga Falls, Civil War era Fort Duffield, a September 11th Memorial, the Kentucky Museum of 
American Pocketknives, a nature preserve and Boundary Oak Distillery. Fort Knox offers the U.S. 
Bullion Depository (known as “The Gold Vault”) and the General George Patton Museum.  

• Lebanon (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – The “Heart of Kentucky” – in fact, the geographic center of 
the state – this town offers outdoor trails, a community arts center and religious history, plus 
nearby is Maker’s Mark Distillery and other bourbon attractions.  
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https://www.mulberryorchardky.com/
https://smithberrywinery.com/
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https://visittaylorsville.com/
https://touroldham.com/
https://www.gotolouisville.com/
https://www.travelbullitt.org/
https://www.visitbardstown.com/
https://springfieldkytourism.com/
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https://radclifftourism.org/
https://visitlebanonky.com/


• Hodgenville (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – The birthplace of our nation’s 16th president, Abraham 
Lincoln, this city is home to the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park and his 
Boyhood Home at Knob Creek, plus the Lincoln Museum in historic downtown.  

• Meade County (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – Located along the Ohio River, this county offers 
wonderful walking, running or hiking trails, a riverfront park and Bruners Farm & Winery.  

 

 

 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://laruecountychamber.org/visit-larue-county-discover-lincoln-and-more/
https://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/abli/planyourvisit/boyhood-home.htm
https://www.lincolnmuseum-ky.org/
https://visitmeadecounty.org/

