
 
Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon & Boone Region Media Page Trip Ideas 

Rolling hills dotted with horse farms are a signature sight in this region, along with the distinct smell of 
Kentucky bourbon. Several cities and towns are destinations in their own rights, with history, shopping, 
arts, culture, outdoors and more. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and attractions in the 
area to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Lexington 
Lexington is the second-largest city in Kentucky, and is known as the “Horse Capital of the World.” Go 
see a morning workout or horse race at Keeneland, a historic race course and the world’s largest and 
most prominent Thoroughbred auction house. Then explore Horse Country by touring the homes of 
champions, seeing new foals frolic in their pastures and learning about the care and husbandry of 
Kentucky’s signature athletes.  

Trot over to the Kentucky Horse Park for an enjoyable, educational experience for horse fans of all ages 
and disciplines. Take in a show, wander the grounds to visit horses in the barns, and be sure to stop in at 
the International Museum of the Horse, which catalogs the history of the horse industry. One newer 
permanent exhibit, the Black Horsemen of the Kentucky Turf, follows the racing careers of legendary 
jockeys and trainers; to explore more stories of African American horsemen and horsewomen, visit the 
new Chronicle of African Americans in the Horse Industry website.  

Continue your exploration into Kentucky history at the Mary Todd Lincoln House, which was the family 
home of Mary Todd Lincoln, wife of 16th president Abraham Lincoln, Ashland, the 19th century estate of 
politician Henry Clay Estate or Waveland State Historic Site, where guided tours focus on the lives of 
family and slaves who lived and worked at this Antebellum house. Wander over to The Lexington 
Distillery District to explore some of the area’s spirits history at the James E. Pepper Distillery, Barrel 
House Distillery, Ethereal Brewing, Fusion Brewing and Wise Bird Cider Co. Take in a show at The Burl, 
the WoodSongs Old-Time Radio Hour, or the historic Lyric Theatre and Cultural Arts Center. Round out 
your visit with an unforgettable outdoor experience not too far from the heart of Lexington at Boone Creek 
Outdoors – the Zip Line Canopy Tour has you soaring through the Kentucky Palisades region on zip 
lines, sky bridges, a floating staircase and more.  

 
Lodging ideas:  

• 21c Museum Hotel 
• Lexington Griffin Gate Marriott Resort & Spa 
• Origin Hotel 
• Other area lodging facilities 

https://www.visitlex.com/
https://www.keeneland.com/
https://visithorsecountry.com/
https://kyhorsepark.com/
https://kyhorsepark.com/equine-theme-park/museums/international-museum-of-the-horse/
http://imh.org/exhibits/current/black-horsemen-of-the-kentucky-turf/
https://africanamericanhorsestories.org/
https://www.mtlhouse.org/
https://henryclay.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.lexingtondistillerydistrict.com/
https://www.lexingtondistillerydistrict.com/
https://jamesepepper.com/
https://www.barrelhousedistillery.com/
https://www.barrelhousedistillery.com/
http://www.etherealbrew.com/
https://fusion-brewing.com/
https://www.wisebirdcider.com/
https://www.theburlky.com/
http://www.woodsongs.com/
https://www.lexingtonlyric.com/
https://boonecreekoutdoors.com/
https://boonecreekoutdoors.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/natural-attractions/nature-wildlife/kentucky-river-palisades
https://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/lexington/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lexky-lexington-griffin-gate-marriott-golf-resort-and-spa/
https://www.visitlex.com/listing/origin-hotel-lexington/7283/
https://www.visitlex.com/hotels/


 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Zim’s Café – Inside the old courthouse in downtown Lexington, this restaurant by Chef Ouita 
Michel serves up Southern food with a flair.  

• Carson’s Food & Drink – Relax and settle in for some Southern hospitality with a wide variety of 
beverages, including prohibition-style cocktails, and dishes that combine for an “old Kentucky 
elegance” experience.  

• Honeywood – Located at the Summit at Fritz Farm, this Chef Ouita Michel restaurant uses 
locally-grown meat and produce to craft delicious dishes.  

• Track Kitchen – This restaurant at Keeneland Racecourse is the place to go for breakfast before 
watching horses exercise in the morning – for visitors, trainers, jockeys and owners alike.  

• Mimi’s Southern Style Cooking – Soul food is made from scratch daily at this restaurant located 
on the northeast side of Lexington.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Catch a live show at The Burl, a restored train depot where an eye-catching stained glass piece presides 
over a variety of music acts then enjoy some nostalgic fun next door at The Burl Arcade, full of pinball 
machines, skee-ball, 1980s arcade games and more! 

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Kentucky Castle (~20 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Midway (~25 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Versailles (~25 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Georgetown (~25 minute drive) – Just north of the crossroads of I-75 and I-64, this city is home to 
one of the most picturesque, Victorian downtown areas in the state, retired racehorses, Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing, Ward Hall – one of the finest examples of Greek Revival Architecture in the 
South and a Japanese friendship garden. 

• Old Friends Farm (~25 minute drive) – A Thoroughbred retirement facility founded by former 
Boston Globe film critic Michael Blowen. 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~35 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~35 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Winchester/Clark County (~35 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

https://www.zimscafe.com/
https://www.carsonsfoodanddrink.com/
https://www.honeywoodrestaurant.com/
https://keeneland.com/visiting-keeneland
https://www.facebook.com/mimissouthernstylecooking/
https://www.visitlex.com/restaurants/
https://theburlky.com/
https://theburlky.com/arcade/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.georgetownky.com/
http://www.oldfriendsequine.org/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://visitwinchesterky.com/


• Richmond (~35 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~35 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Paris (~35 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge. 

• Lawrenceburg (~35 minute drive) – Home to Wild Turkey and Four Roses bourbon distilleries, 
Lawrenceburg in Anderson County is a quaint, historic community. Visitors can have an epic 
adventure by bungee jumping off an old railroad bridge, and taste nationally-acclaimed wine at 
Lovers Leap Vineyards & Winery or Rising Sons Home Farm Winery.  

• Frankfort (~40 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Shaker Village (~45 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Berea (~45 minute drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this 
town is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

• Cynthiana (~45 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street.  

• Old Fort Harrod State Park (~50 minute drive) – Experience the daily workings of a pioneer fort at 
Old Harrod State Park. A full-scale replica of the fort, built by James Harrod in 1775, is the 
centerpiece of this park. Cabins and blockhouses are furnished with handmade utensils, furniture, 
crude tools and agricultural implements used by the pioneers.  Costumed interpreters 
demonstrate pioneer crafts, and a live animal corral adds to the “living history” experience. 

• Danville (~55 minute drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution 
was written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~1 hour drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park (~1 hour drive) – This state resort park offers a historic 
trip back in history with a museum, the site of the last Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and 
hiking trails where Daniel Boone once explored along with a nature preserve home to the 
federally-endangered Short’s Goldenrod.  
 

Frankfort 
Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The State Capitol building rises above the 
city and overlooks the Kentucky River as the waterway ambles to the north making a unique S shape 
through the historic downtown. The Capitol is on the National Register of Historic Places and is noted as 
one of the most impressive Capitols in the nation – schedule a tour to take it all in. Then, explore the 
grounds and find the Floral Clock, located on the West Lawn of the Capitol Grounds. The face of the 
clock is 34 feet across and planted with thousands of plants that are changed out seasonally.  

For more Kentucky history, go downtown and visit the Old State Capitol building and the Thomas D. Clark 
Center for Kentucky History, a museum and educational complex operated by the Kentucky Historical 
Society. While downtown, take a tour at Rebecca Ruth Candy Tours & Museum, honoring Ruth Hanly 

http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
http://www.parisky.com/
https://visitlawrenceburgky.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://visitberea.com/
http://www.cynthianaky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/fort-harrod/
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://capitol.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://visitfrankfort.com/listing/floral-clock/?olink=%2Flistings%2Fsee%2Fmuseums-history%2F&otitle=Museums+%26amp%3B+History&rtax=rps_directory&rterm=12
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/frankfort/history-heritage/historic-museums-exhibits-tours/old-state-capitol
https://history.ky.gov/visit/thomas-d-clark-center-for-kentucky-history/
https://history.ky.gov/visit/thomas-d-clark-center-for-kentucky-history/
https://history.ky.gov/
https://history.ky.gov/
https://rebeccaruthonline.com/


Booe, the “Mother of Bourbon Balls”, then venture over to Buffalo Trace Distillery, the oldest continuously 
operating distillery in America that offers free tours.  

Get a taste of more Frankfort area spirits at Glenns Creek Distilling, Three Boys Farm Distillery, Prodigy 
Vineyard and Winery, Goodwood Brewing, Sig Luscher Brewery and West Sixth Brewery Farm. Enjoy a 
live performance or classical film at the Grand Theatre downtown. Then, take a walk and explore the 
murals, sculptures and architecture featured in the Frankfort Public Art Tour, then head just outside of 
town to see amazing works of art at the Josephine Sculpture Park, a free outdoor gallery.  

 
Lodging ideas:  

• Capital Plaza Hotel 
• Hampton Inn 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Serafini – Combining the best of Italy’s flavors with Kentucky’s southern food traditions, this 
downtown restaurant features lunch and dinner specialties.   

• Gibby’s – This local restaurant in the heart of downtown serves up a large selection of 
sandwiches and entrees.  

• Rick’s White Light Diner – Featured on Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-ins & Dives,” this tiny diner 
is Frankfort’s oldest restaurant where Chef Rick Paul serves up spectacular food.  

• Other area restaurants 
 
Travel Tip:  
Tour the Kentucky River in a boat with Kentucky River Tours, offering a variety of bourbon, history and 
sunset cruises. For a more personal adventure, rent kayak or canoe with Canoe Kentucky and explore at 
your own pace or take a guided tour. In the summertime, you can also catch a great view of the Kentucky 
River while dining at the Riverboat Grill, located directly on the Kentucky River and open seasonally.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~15 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Midway (~20 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

• Versailles (~25 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Old Friends Farm (~25 minute drive) – A Thoroughbred retirement facility founded by former 
Boston Globe film critic Michael Blowen. 

• Georgetown (~30 minute drive) – Just north of the crossroads of I-75 and I-64, this city is home to 
one of the most picturesque, Victorian downtown areas in the state, retired racehorses, Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing, Ward Hall – one of the finest examples of Greek Revival Architecture in the 
South and a Japanese friendship garden.  

• Kentucky Castle (~30 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland in Lexington there’s a 
magical site – an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Lexington (~40 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

https://www.buffalotracedistillery.com/
https://glennscreekdistillery.com/
http://threeboysfarmdistillery.com/
http://prodigyvineyards.com/
http://prodigyvineyards.com/
https://www.goodwood.beer/venue/frankfort-taproom
https://sigluscherbrewery.com/
https://www.westsixth.com/
https://www.grandtheatrefrankfort.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/art/
https://josephinesculpturepark.org/
https://www.capitalplazaky.com/en-us
https://visitfrankfort.com/listing/hampton-inn/?olink=%2Flistings%2Fstay%2Fhotel%2F&otitle=Hotel&rtax=rps_directory&rterm=3
https://visitfrankfort.com/listings/stay/
https://serafinifrankfort.com/
https://www.eatatgibbys.com/
http://whitelightdiner.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/listings/taste/
https://www.kyrivertours.com/
https://www.canoeky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RiverboatGrill/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
http://www.oldfriendsequine.org/
https://www.georgetownky.com/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/


• Waveland State Historic Site (~45 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Paris (~50 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~50 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Shaker Village (~50 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~1 hour drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Cynthiana (~55 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~55 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Richmond (~1 hour drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~1 hour drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Danville (~1 hour drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution was 
written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

 
Woodford County 
Beautiful horse farms, famed bourbon distilleries and small-town charm abound in Woodford County, 
Kentucky. Midway and Versailles are the two main small towns, with a short 15 minute between the two. 
Midway, Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, is located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort 
and is home to several businesses that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The county 
seat of Versailles is known for its charm and has several antique and boutique shops.  
 
Fences line the roads throughout the county, marking the pastures where beloved horses graze. 
Coolmore Ashford Stud is home to famed Thoroughbreds Tiz the Law, American Pharoah and Justify, 
schedule a tour to see them up close with Visit Horse Country. See mares and foals frolicking in fields at 
Sun Valley Farm, a family-owned and operated Thoroughbred nursery offering tours led by the owners. 
Only one mile away, explore America’s Native Spirit at one of the state’s oldest and smallest distilleries, 
Woodford Reserve in Versailles. Straddling the line of Franklin and Woodford County on McCracken Pike 
are two other nearby bourbon distilleries – Castle & Key and Glenns Creek Distilling.  
 

https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
http://www.parisky.com/
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
http://www.cynthianaky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/pages/america-farm/
https://visithorsecountry.com/book-your-tour/#id=coolmore-at-ashford-stud-versailles
https://www.visitsunvalleymares.com/
https://www.woodfordreserve.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://glennscreekdistillery.com/


But it’s not all bourbon – the county is home to several wineries, too, including Equus Run Vineyards, 
Prodigy Vineyards & Winery, Castle Hill Winery and Wildside Winery. Plus a pretty magical site, a real 
Kentucky Castle where you can relax at the spa, dine at the restaurant or stay overnight.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Holiday Inn Express 
• Kentucky Castle 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Holly Hill Inn – Offering fine dining in a history inn built in the mid-1850s, this charming Chef Ouita 
Michel restaurant is in Midway.  

• The Goose & Gander Restaurant & Bar – A family restaurant on Main Street in Midway, featuring 
thin-crust pizzas, salads, sandwiches and more inside or on the patio.  

• The Stave – Located near Millville, this modern Southern restaurant serves up tradition dishes 
with a flair and a view of Glenn’s Creek.  

• Wallace Station Deli – Another Chef Ouita Michel restaurant, this scenic stop between Midway 
and Versailles offers sandwiches, soups, salads and tasty bakery treats.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
History buffs and families will enjoy visiting the Bluegrass Scenic Railroad and Museum in Versailles, built 
in an old depot and showcasing artifacts from Kentucky’s railroad history indoors and outdoors. On 
weekends May through December and select times throughout the year, take an 11 mile, 90 minute 
round trip train excursion through Central Kentucky on an antique tour train.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Castle & Key Distillery (~15 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Frankfort (~20 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~25 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Lexington (~30 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~40 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~40 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~40 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 

https://www.equusrunvineyards.com/
http://prodigyvineyards.com/
https://www.castlehillwinery.com/
https://www.wildsidewinery.com/
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/versailles/lexvs/hoteldetail
https://www.thekentuckycastle.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/hotel-bed-and-breakfast
https://www.hollyhillinn.com/
https://gooseandgandermidway.com/
https://www.thestavekentucky.com/
https://www.wallacestation.com/
https://www.reservewoodford.com/taste
https://bluegrassrailroad.com/
https://castleandkey.com/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.visitlex.com/
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://shakervillageky.org/


structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Paris (~45 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~45 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Richmond (~50 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Cynthiana (~55 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street.  

• Berea (~1 hour drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this town 
is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

 
Georgetown 
Enjoy small-town America in Georgetown, located just north of the crossroads of I-75 and I-64 in Scott 
County. Historic downtown has one of the most picturesque, Victorian downtown areas in the state filled 
with one-of-a-kind shops. Continue your journey back in history with a stop at Ward Hall, a 12,000-
square-foot villa completed in 1857 that serves as one of the finest examples of Greek Revival 
Architecture in the South.  
 
Experience a peaceful four-season Japanese friendship garden at Yuko-En on the Elkhorn, then explore 
17 miles of adventure on Elkhorn Creek with a canoe or kayak with Canoe Kentucky. See a Toyota 
automobile constructed from the ground up at Toyota Kentucky, America’s first and the world’s largest 
Toyota manufacturing plant. Take a break at Bourbon 30 Spirits, a downtown craft distillery and bourbon 
boutique or Country Boy Brewing, a laid-back taproom serving homegrown craft beers.  
 
Visit Whispering Woods Riding Stables, open seasonally, for a scenic horseback ride. Just outside of 
town is Old Friends Farm, a Thoroughbred retirement facility founded by former Boston Globe film critic 
Michael Blowen. A little further down the road, visit the Kentucky Horse Park for an enjoyable, educational 
experience for horse fans of all ages and disciplines. Take in a show, wander the grounds to visit horses 
in the barns, and be sure to stop in at the International Museum of the Horse, which catalogs the history 
of the horse industry including a permanent exhibit, the Black Horsemen of the Kentucky Turf, following 
the racing careers of legendary jockeys and trainers.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Best Western Plus 
• Hilton Garden Inn Lexington Georgetown 
• Home2 Suites by Hilton Georgetown 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Fava’s Restaurant – Enjoy home-cooked favorites at this century old family-run diner.  
• Local Feed – A farm-to-table restaurant with an ever-growing bourbon list and fantastic craft 

cocktails.  
• Rodney’s on Broadway – Located in a historic home near downtown, this restaurant is known for 

their Prime Beef steak and fresh seafood.  
• Other area restaurants 
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Travel Tip:  
Discover pieces of history and beauty with a scenic drive across Scott County along the Buffalo Gals 
Barn Quilt Trail. The 8-foot and 4-foot quilt squares are a mix of traditional and contemporary patterns 
adorning barns, fences and yards alongside pastures where horses graze and wildflowers bloom.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Midway (~15 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Kentucky Castle (~25 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~25 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Paris (~25 minute drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge. 

• Lexington (~25 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~30 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Versailles (~30 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Frankfort (~30 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Cynthiana (~35 minute drive) – Listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Places, this city has the second-largest collection of buildings with mid-19th century cast iron 
storefronts in the state, plus a Walking Dead mural on south Walnut Street.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~35 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Richmond (~40 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~40 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park (~50 minute drive) – This state resort park offers a 
historic trip back in history with a museum, the site of the last Revolutionary War battle in 
Kentucky and hiking trails where Daniel Boone once explored along with a nature preserve home 
to the federally-endangered Short’s Goldenrod.  

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~50 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
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just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~55 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

 
Harrodsburg 
The central Kentucky town of Harrodsburg is a history lover’s paradise. The first permanent English 
settlement west of the Allegheny Mountains and Kentucky’s first settlement founded in 1774, Harrodsburg 
is a Preserve America Community with several historic attractions. Stay, play, dine and explore at Shaker 
Village of Pleasant Hill, a landmark destination that shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the 
Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private 
collection of original 19th century buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 
Explore hiking trails to find a waterfall, meet local artists and attend a workshop, trail ride and enjoy happy 
hour and live music on the lawn.   
 
Experience the daily workings of a pioneer fort at Old Fort Harrod State Park. A full-scale replica of the 
fort, built by James Harrod in 1775, is the centerpiece of this park. Cabins and blockhouses are furnished 
with handmade utensils, furniture, crude tools and agricultural implements used by the pioneers.  
Costumed interpreters demonstrate pioneer crafts, and a live animal corral adds to the “living history” 
experience. 

Downtown is home to architectural treasures, locally-owned restaurants, plus artisan craft shops and 
boutiques. The historic Beaumont Inn, Kentucky’s oldest family-operated country inn, is an official stop on 
the Kentucky Bourbon Trail®. Nearby is Lemons Mill Brewery & Taproom, a stop on the Brewgrass Trail 
which showcases craft breweries. East of town lies the deepest lakes in Kentucky, Herrington Lake. The 
3,600 acre well-stocked lake offers great fishing opportunities and five marinas with boat rents.  

 
Lodging ideas:  

• The Inn at Shaker Village 
• Baymont by Wyndham Harrodsburg 
• Beaumont Inn 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Kentucky Fudge Company – Featuring food prepared with locally sourced, fresh ingredients for 
lunch and dinner in the historic Dedman Drugstore on Main Street.  

• The Trustees’ Table at Shaker Village – Dine on traditional favorites and seasonal dishes at this 
restaurant at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill that celebrates Shaker history by using fresh 
ingredients from the garden on site.  

• The Main Dining Room at Beaumont Inn – Located inside the historic Beaumont Inn, this James 
Beard Foundation America’s Classic Award-winning restaurant serves classic Kentucky cuisine in 
a fine dining setting.  

• Old Owl Tavern – Also housed at Beaumont Inn, this casual fare restaurant serves as a glimpse 
into Harrodsburg’s colorful past and a wide selection of bourbons.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Along the Kentucky River near Harrodsburg are the Kentucky River Palisades, an ecologically and 
geologically important area with some of the most dramatic cliffs found across the state. Because the 
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Palisades are remote, visitors have a higher likelihood of spotting wildlife in their natural habitat, including 
bobcats, peregrine falcons and more. Hike, paddle, or cruise the Dixie Belle Riverboat from Shaker 
Landing to take in breathtaking views of the river and the towering Palisades.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Danville (~15 minute drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution 
was written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~20 minute drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Versailles (~30 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~30 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Kentucky Castle (~35 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Waveland State Historic Site (~40 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Midway (~45 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~45 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Frankfort (~45 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Lexington (~45 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Berea (~55 minute drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this 
town is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

• Richmond (~1 hour drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

 
Danville 
Danville in Boyle County offers rich history and stories of the Commonwealth. Start your tour of this 
historic town at Constitution Square Historic Site, where Kentucky’s first constitution was written. The 
square park features a central statue representing the official seal of Kentucky and the first post office 
west of the Alleghenies.  
 
Explore downtown shops and area attractions including the Great American Dollhouse Museum with over 
200 intricate and beautifully detailed miniature buildings and scenes and McDowell House Museum, 
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home to Dr. Ephraim McDowell who in 1809 performed the first successful ovarian tumor removal in 
history, earning the title of “The Father of Abdominal Surgery.”  
 
Check out The Art Center of the Bluegrass housed in a historic 1909 Federal Building with galleries, 
studios and classrooms, creating a hub for the region’s rich and vibrant Arts District. Taste Kentucky’s 
signature spirit – bourbon – at Wilderness Trail Distillery, stop number 18 on the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail®. Their specialty is making unique spirits from locally-grown grains to ensure quality, and adding a 
healthy dose of science in the process; take a tour to view their unique process. Visit the Pioneer 
Playhouse for a unique, outdoor performance under the stars.   
 

Lodging ideas:  
• Comfort Suites 
• Hampton Inn 
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites Danville 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Bluegrass Pizza & Pub – The only restaurant in town to serve up brick oven pizzas, with most 
fresh produce sourced from the owner’s local farm. 

• Plank on Main – Offering a great place to refresh with fresh favorites like salad, soup and 
sandwiches created with organic, local ingredients plus juices and smoothies.  

• The Farmhouse Restaurant – This farm-to-table restaurant serves country style cooking including 
Black Angus Beef straight from the owner’s local fields in a casual farmhouse setting. 

• The Still at AMBRAbev – Combining Kentucky bourbon with the vibrant culture, exquisite cuisine 
and tiki cocktails from Brazil, this restaurant is located within AMBRAbev’s U.S. distillery.  

• Other area restaurants 
 

 
Travel Tip:  
Take a weekend drive through Kentucky’s unique Knob lands about a half hour southwest of Danville to 
find historic Penn’s Store near Gravel’s Switch. It’s the oldest country store in the nation to be still be in 
operation by the same family, since Gabriel Jackson “Jack” Penn first bought the store in 1850. The store 
has an old-school feel with country-style merchandise, but took a big step forward in late 2020 by ditching 
their previous “cash only” policy and adding debit/credit card purchase capabilities. In addition to 
weekend hours, you can set up a private appointment to visit this unique attraction.  
 
Trip Extensions:  

• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~15 minute drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

• Camp Nelson National Monument & Camp Nelson National Cemetery (~20 minute drive) – The 
Camp Nelson National Monument is a former 4,000-acre camp that once housed 300 buildings 
and fortifications operated by the Union Army. Today, the site remains one of the best-preserved 
landscapes and archaeological sites associated with Civil War-era U.S. Colored Troops. Located 
just down the road is the Camp Nelson National Cemetery, the final resting place for thousands of 
Civil War soldiers.   

• Shaker Village (~20 minute drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

https://wildernesstraildistillery.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/
https://kybourbontrail.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://pioneerplayhouse.com/
https://www.reservationcounter.com/hotels/show/612752c/comfort-suites-danville-ky/?cid=sem::OTPRC::AC::PT-P01::Hotel-Chain-C::Comfort-Suites-Danville-KY-US-173697-did-612752c::+comfort-+suites-+danville::Broad&creative=%7bcreative%7d&device=c&AdPos=%7badposition%7d&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=+comfort-+suites-+danville&utm_campaign=Hotel-Chain-C&cid=sem::TPRC::BA::Hotel%20Chain%20C::Comfort%20Suites%20%3E%20Danville,%20KY%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20urlid-612752c%20%3E%20did-612752c::%2Bcomfort%20%2Bsuites%20%2Bdanville::b&creative=78821280972328&device=c&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=%2Bcomfort%20%2Bsuites%20%2Bdanville&utm_campaign=Hotel%20Chain%20C&iv_=__iv_m_b_c_78821280972328_k_20354161559_w_kwd-20354161559:loc-190_g_488148913_n_o_e__h_87169_ii_50580_p_2_b_bb_d_c_vi__&msclkid=42c86a3e6bb61602dace31289b13d154
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/kentucky/hampton-inn-danville-DVKKYHX/index.html
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/reservation
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/stay/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegrasspizza/?rf=163752017098357
https://plankonmain.com/
https://www.thefarmhouseky.com/
https://www.thestillky.com/
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/eat-drink/
https://www.facebook.com/Penns-Store-374200574897
https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/camp-nelson-national-monument/?_ga=2.128251726.379663147.1563289705-855510133.1563289705
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/nicholasville/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/camp-nelson-national-cemetery
https://shakervillageky.org/


• Waveland State Historic Site (~40 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Versailles (~45 minute drive) – Known for its quaint, small-town charm, the county seat of 
Woodford County is home to antique shops, beautiful horse farms, famed distilleries including 
Woodford Reserve and more. 

• Kentucky Castle (~50 minute drive) – Just down the road from Keeneland there’s a magical site – 
an authentic castle! Visit the relaxing spa, have a meal, and even spend a night! 

• Berea (~50 minute drive) – Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital and a Kentucky Trail Town, this 
town is full of arts, outdoors, history and culture.  

• Richmond (~50 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Midway (~55 minute drive) – Kentucky’s first town founded by a railroad, this small town is 
located “midway” between Lexington and Frankfort and is home to several businesses that are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• Castle & Key Distillery (~55 minute drive) – Located between Frankfort and Lexington, Castle & 
Key Distillery was once the site of the Old Taylor Distillery, restored and rebranded to reimagine 
Kentucky bourbon in a unique way.  

• Lexington (~55 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Frankfort (~55 minute drive) – Frankfort is the capital city of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
home to the State Capitol, Buffalo Trace Distillery, Kentucky Historical Society, Rebecca Ruth 
Candy and more.  

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~1 hour drive) – The site of the second settlement in the state 
and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed fort.  

 
Berea 
Berea is known as Kentucky’s Folk Arts & Craft Capital, and for good reason. From the Kentucky Artisan 
Center to Artisan Village with studios like Weston Glass Studio, galleries such as The Cabin of Old Town 
Artisan Gallery and specialty stores like Old Town Fabric to shops like the Log House Craft Gallery at 
College Square, you’ll be sure to find unique, handcrafted works of art.  
 
When you need to stretch your legs a bit, stroll to find public art and explore Berea College’s beautiful 
campus. Be sure to visit Lincoln Hall, one of the oldest buildings on campus and during the Civil Rights 
era, the site of a student demonstration seeking fair treatment for students. This National Historic 
Landmark is still an active academic building and is a stop on the U.S. Civil Rights Trail.  
 
A designated Kentucky Trail Town, Berea also offers ample outdoor explorations with nature walks, 
paved trails, wooded paths, rock outlooks and more. The Pinnacles in the Berea College Forest features 
beautiful views near the Daniel Boone National Forest, and the paved John B. Stephenson Walking Trail 
connects to hiking trails at Indian Fort Mountain, with benches and picnic tables spread out along the 
way. A short drive away in the John B. Stephenson Memorial Forest is a mile-long trail leading to Anglin 
Falls.  
 
 Lodging ideas:  

• Historic Boone Tavern Hotel and Restaurant 
• Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Lexington Berea 
• Holiday Inn Express Berea 
• Other area lodging facilities  
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Restaurant Ideas:  

• The Boone Tavern Dining Room – Enjoy fine dining and the famous spoon bread at this 
restaurant in the Historic Boone Tavern Hotel.  

• Apollo Pizza Old Town Taproom – A local and regional favorite in Artisan Village, this pizzeria 
offers a variety of pizza, salad, pasta, sandwiches and more.  

• Kentucky Artisan Center Café – Located at the Kentucky Artisan Center, the café serves us quick 
snacks and full meals to enjoy indoors or outdoors.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tips:  
A trip to Berea can be an educational experience, too, with a variety of studio and hands on workshops, 
Singing Bird Music School sessions, learnshops (there’s even an annual festival of learnshops), make it, 
take, give it events, and more.  
 
The Berea Welcome Center, home to the Berea Tourism & Convention Commission, is located in a 
restored 1917 L&N Railroad Depot which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Free 
parking is available, with several Artisan Village shops within walking distance.  
 
Trip Extensions: 

• Richmond (~25 minute drive) – Full of history, including that of famed pioneer Daniel Boone, this 
college town is located right off of I-75 and home to Fort Boonesborough State Park and White 
Hall State Historic Site. 

• Fort Boonesborough State Park (~30 minute drive) – The site of the second settlement in the 
state and named for famed pioneer Daniel Boone, explore 18th Century life at this reconstructed 
fort.  

• Winchester/Clark County (~40 minute drive) – The town of Winchester in Clark County is home to 
two iconic Kentucky treats – beer cheese and Ale-8-One! Visit the birthplace of beer cheese and 
taste the many varieties at 10+ stops on the Beer Cheese Trail. Then, swing by the Ale-8-One 
Bottling Company to learn about the ginger and citrus flavored soda that’s been deemed 
“Kentucky’s Official Soft Drink. 

• Lexington (~45 minute drive) – The second-largest city in Kentucky, known as the “Horse Capital 
of the World” with horse farms dotting the hills all around. Full of opportunities to explore art, 
bourbon, history, horses and more.  

• Waveland State Historic Site (~50 minute drive) – An Antebellum house in Lexington where 
guided tours focus on the lives of family and slaves who lived and worked there in the 1850s.  

• Danville (~50 minute drive) – Home to Constitution Square, where Kentucky’s first constitution 
was written, this city features unique museums and shopping along with the new Wilderness Trail 
Distillery, all with a side of Southern charm. 

• Shaker Village (~1 hour drive) – Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that 
shares 3,000 acres of discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. With 34 original Shaker 
structures, the site is home to the country’s largest private collection of original 19th century 
buildings and is the largest National Historic Landmark in Kentucky. 

• Old Fort Harrod State Park (~1 hour drive) – Experience the daily workings of a pioneer fort at 
Old Harrod State Park. A full-scale replica of the fort, built by James Harrod in 1775, is the 
centerpiece of this park. Cabins and blockhouses are furnished with handmade utensils, furniture, 
crude tools and agricultural implements used by the pioneers.  Costumed interpreters 
demonstrate pioneer crafts, and a live animal corral adds to the “living history” experience. 

• Paris (~1 hour drive) – The county seat of Bourbon County, this town is surrounded by horses 
farms and historic landmarks such as the Colville Covered Bridge.  

https://www.boonetavernhotel.com/restaurant
http://apollopizzamenu.com/
https://www.visitberea.com/dining/taste-of-berea/kentucky-artisan-center-cafe
https://www.visitberea.com/dining
https://visitberea.com/studio-workshops-2/
https://visitberea.com/workshops/
https://visitberea.com/singing-bird-music-school/
https://visitberea.com/festival-of-learnshops/
https://visitberea.com/festival-of-learnshops/
https://visitberea.com/make-it-take-it-give-it/
https://visitberea.com/make-it-take-it-give-it/
http://www.visitberea.com/
http://visitrichmondky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/richmond/parks/historic/fort-boonesborough-state-park
https://visitwinchesterky.com/
https://www.visitlex.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/lexington/parks/historic/waveland-state-historic-site
https://www.danvillekentucky.com/
https://shakervillageky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/fort-harrod/
http://www.parisky.com/


• Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (~1 hour drive) – Take a guided or self-guided walking 
tour at the site of the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky history on October 8,1862 and learn how 
the battle unfolded, resulting in nearly 7,000 deaths of soldiers from both sides of the war.  

 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

https://parks.ky.gov/perryville/parks/historic/perryville-battlefield-state-historic-site

