
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Augusta 

Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Augusta 
The charming town of Augusta in Bracken County has been called the “Most Picturesque Town in 
Kentucky” by USA Today. Perched on a southern bank of the Ohio River between Newport and Ashland, 
it’s full of history, hospitality, local shops and small-town appeal. Start at the Augusta Welcome Center, 
located at the corner of Main Street and Riverside Drive in a historic red caboose – it’s open seasonally 
but always stocked with tourist information. Visit the 1811 Augusta Jail, believed to be Kentucky's oldest 
jail remaining on its original foundation. Take a guided historical walking tour with Gilded Lily Tours. Ride 
across the river and back with The Augusta Ferry, one of the oldest ferry services still in operation on the 
Ohio River – foot travelers can ride for free.  
 
Browse military and sports memorabilia at the Haley House Museum operated by the Bracken County 
Historical Society. Learn about the life and legacy of local singer and actress Rosemary Clooney at The 
Rosemary Clooney Museum, open by appointment for tours. Look for a touch of Hollywood and other 
eclectic merchandise at Nina Clooney’s Shop downtown. Find the perfect gift at the Augusta General 
Store, filled with historic character, good food and lots of antiques, furniture and home décor and more, 
the nearby Riverboat Treasures & Antiques and other shops.  
 
Taste Kentucky bourbon from the new Augusta Distillery, housed in a historic 35,000-square-foot brick 
building at their restaurant and tasting center, the Beehive Augusta Tavern until public tours start. Visit 
the historic Baker-Bird Winery & Distillery, home to the oldest commercial estate winery in the nation, and 
part of the Northern Kentucky Back Roads Wine Trail. Schedule a horseback ride or lesson with Wildfire 
Equestrian at Sabbath Song Farm. Explore the horseback riding and hiking trails off Gillespie Road, 
wrapping around rolling wooded hills and two lakes where you can also fish.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Asbury Meadow B&B 
• EarthJoy Treehouse Adventures 
• Parkview Country Inn Bed & Breakfast 
• Sabbath Song Farm 

https://www.augustaky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.visitaky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gildedlilytours/
https://www.augustaky.com/augusta-ferry
https://brackencountyhistory.weebly.com/
https://brackencountyhistory.weebly.com/
http://www.rosemaryclooney.org/
http://www.rosemaryclooney.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Nina-Clooneys-Shop-154546228083441/
https://www.facebook.com/Augusta-General-Store-394151967344946/
https://www.facebook.com/Augusta-General-Store-394151967344946/
https://www.facebook.com/Riverboat-Treasures-Antiques-182540525789061/
https://augustakydistillery.com/
https://www.beehiveaugustatavern.com/
https://www.bakerbirdwinerydistillery.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/northern-kentucky-back-roads-wine-trail/1962/
http://www.sabbathsongfarm.com/Sabbath_Song/WILDFIRE_EQUESTRIAN.html
http://www.sabbathsongfarm.com/Sabbath_Song/WILDFIRE_EQUESTRIAN.html
http://www.sabbathsongfarm.com/Sabbath_Song/HOME.html
https://brackencounty.ky.gov/Pages/county-trails.aspx
https://asburymeadow.com/
https://earthjoyvillage.com/treehouse-rentals/
https://www.parkviewcountryinn.com/
http://www.sabbathsongfarm.com/Sabbath_Song/ROOMS_AND_RATES.html


• Other area lodging facilities 
 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Augusta General Store – An old-time country store and restaurant located on Main Street offering 
homestyle meals prepared from scratch daily. Don’t miss owner Imogene’s famous pies!  

• Augusta Irish Pub – This full-service bar and restaurant on Main Street offers a variety of Irish 
and American foods, including fish and chips, burgers, salads, steaks and an outdoor beer 
garden in a fun atmosphere.   

• Beehive Augusta Tavern – Savor a taste of history at this downtown farm-to-table dining 
establishment that has “beebites,” handhelds and house specialties as well as well-crafted 
cocktails and Buckner’s Bourbon.  

• Carota’s Pizza – This family-owned and operated pizzeria is a local favorite, open daily for 
homemade pizzas, spaghetti, hoagies, chili and more.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
EarthJoy Treehouse Adventures offers a world of adventure in one place, with guided tree climbs, 
primitive skills workshops, fishing, hiking, mountain biking, running and more. Relax and unwind at the 
200-acre property. Whether you’re looking for a thrilling tree climbing adventure or wanting to learn how 
to trim or climb your own trees, you can do it here. Extend your stay by booking a night or two in one of 
the treehouses. Explore the extensive trails, play in a creek, rest in a hammock and find the 10 hobbit 
houses on a special hobbit trail.   

Trip Extensions: 
• Maysville (~30 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is known for 

its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky Gateway 
Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Pendleton County (~40 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Covington & Newport (~50 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Fleming County (~50 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll 
find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

• Nicholas County (~55 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town With a Big 
Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last Revolutionary 
War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Boone County (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history 
and fun for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State 
Historic Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor 
recreation.  

• Gallatin County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small 
towns, the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 

https://www.augustaky.com/plan-your-visit
https://www.facebook.com/Augusta-General-Store-394151967344946/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Augusta-Irish-Pub-376956229069223/
https://www.beehiveaugustatavern.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Carotas-Pizza-163604649926/
https://www.augustaky.com/plan-your-visit
https://earthjoyvillage.com/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/visiting-maysville/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/mays-lick/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/rosenwalds-mays-lick-negro-school
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://pendletoncountytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falmouth/parks/recreation/kincaid-lake-state-park
http://www.gopaddling.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/attractions/main-streets/covington
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.meetnky.com/
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/tourism.html
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/goddard-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/ringos-mill-covered-bridge
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/museum.html
https://carlisle-nicholascounty.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park
https://www.boonecountyky.org/visitors/index.aspx
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://www.facebook.com/Gallatin-County-Tourism-Commission-390079241210/
http://www.jewellsonmain.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://www.kentuckyspeedway.com/
https://www.neeleyfamilydistillery.com/
https://visitowencountyky.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.elkcreekvineyards.com/


largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour 40 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio 
River and its county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. 
Visit General Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the 
historic Butler-Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Grant County (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark 
Encounter with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical 
sites, a winery, lakes, parks and more.  

 

 
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://visitowencountyky.org/adventure
https://www.visitcarrolltonky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://www.visitgrantky.com/

