
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Boone County 

Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
 
Boone County 
Boone County in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun for the whole family! The county is 
surrounded on its northern and western edges by the winding Ohio River, with small towns of Petersburg 
and Rabbit Hash along the river and the towns of Burlington, Florence, Hebron and Union farther inland. 
Petersburg is home to the Creation Museum, a 75,000-square-foot facility where the pages of the Bible 
dramatically come to life. Marvel at the Garden of Eden, animatronic dinosaurs, visually stunning 
displays, the Stargazer Planetarium, special effects theater, beautiful botanical gardens and a petting 
zoo. Then, soar on ziplines or challenge your skills on an aerial adventure course at Screaming Raptor 
Zip Lines. Nearby, take a trail ride at First Farm Inn, a bed and breakfast that also offers horse lessons 
and rides.  

Travel back in time in Rabbit Hash, a small town that’s listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Step into nostalgia at the Rabbit Hash General Store that’s been in business since 1831. The store has 
antiques, hand-made soaps, old-fashioned candy, collectible Bybee pottery and Appalachian crafts, as 
well as souvenir items such as hats, shirts and postcards. The town’s visitors center is in a restored log 
cabin just steps away from the store and is usually open on Saturdays. Check out the nearby stores 
including Rabbit Hash Artworks and Folksiders for whimsical finds, and stop in Gunpowder Creek 
Vineyards LLC for a wine tasting. Farther south near Verona, sip wine and enjoy the historical settings at 
Verona Vineyards and Schoolyard Winery. Taste Kentucky bourbon and other spirits at Boone County 
Distilling Co.  

Continue your historical journey at the Dinsmore Homestead, a living history site with stories from six 
generations of the Dinsmore family and their farm. There’s also the Big Bone State Historic Site, complete 
with museum exhibits on paleontology and Ice Age mammals, a Diorama pit, trails to natural sulfur 
springs and a bison herd viewable every day of the year. Nearby is Jane’s Saddlebag, a tourism 
destination with a number of historical structures, friendly farm animals and a Kids Play-Land. In 
Burlington, visit Eagle Bend Alpacas for an educational tour of the farm and check out the Yarn & Fiber 
Shop. Stroll through the Boone County Arboretum, then get out on the water at Boone’s Landing – bring 
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your own boat or rent a pontoon, canoe or kayak. Don’t miss seasonal live horse racing or simulcasting 
throughout the year at Turfway Park in Florence.  

Lodging ideas:  
• First Farm Inn 
• Hampton Inn Cincinnati/Airport South 
• Hilton Cincinnati Airport 
• The Old Hashienda 
• Tru by Hilton Cincinnati Airport South Florence 
• Willis Graves Bed & Breakfast 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Jane’s Saddlebag – This casual American restaurant is open daily offers a variety of sandwiches 
and sides as well as weekly specials and homemade desserts.  

• Noah’s Café – This café at the Creation Museum has fresh salads, burgers, wraps, sandwiches 
and other entrees, as well as snacks.   

• The Farmstand Market & Café – A unique local market and café serving a variety of 
“farmwiches,” burgers, salads and other homecooked foods, complete with a retail store.   

• Tousey House Tavern – Located in the heart of historic Burlington, this restaurant features 
Southern cuisine in a relaxed, casual atmosphere. Enjoy fried chicken, a Hot Brown, steak, 
seafood, pasta and more, plus pair your meal with a bourbon flight.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Looking for that perfect antique item or other home décor? Visit the Florence Antique Mall, a 50,000-
square-foot showroom open daily with an amazing selection of antiques, collectibles, furniture and more. 
There’s also the Burlington Antique Show, the Midwest’s premier antiques and vintage collectibles show 
held seasonally at the Boone County Fairgrounds. Check it out on select dates to browse over 200 
vendors with furniture, vintage jewelry, architectural elements, one-of-a-kind finds and more.  

Trip Extensions: 
• Covington & Newport (~45 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 

perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Grant County (~45 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark Encounter 
with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical sites, a 
winery, lakes, parks and more.  

• Gallatin County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Pendleton County (~1 hour drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a free 
nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake boating, 
fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 
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largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Augusta (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, 
local shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a 
historic winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s 
fun for visitors of all ages! 

• Maysville (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Nicholas County (~1 hour 40 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Fleming County (~2 hour drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll find 
three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

 

 
 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 
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