
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Covington &  

Newport Area 
Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Covington & Newport Area 
Sister cities Covington and Newport in northern Kentucky offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, 
fascinating history, world-class museums and attractions! Perched on the banks of the Ohio River just 
across from Cincinnati, the two cities are separated by the Licking River. Explore the 19th century German 
neighborhood of MainStrasse Village, a Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in downtown Covington with unique shops and galleries, historical markers and a variety of restaurants 
and pubs, including Bourbon Haus 1841. Walk across the amazing John A. Roebling Suspension Bridge 
and marvel at this engineering masterpiece built in 1867. Just down the river, there’s also the pedestrian-
only Purple People Bridge, which can be closed for private events and seasonal music performances.  
 
See creatures of the ocean at the Newport Aquarium, open year-round with a daily penguin parade, dive 
shows, and opportunities to get up-close and personal with aquatic animals. Take a riverboat cruise with 
BB Riverboats, then stroll around the entertainment district Newport at the Levee and the Bridgeview Box 
Park. Schedule a Newport Gangster Tour, a haunted tour or historic tour with American Legacy Tours. 
Visit the World Peace Bell, the largest free-swinging bell in the world at a whopping 66,000 pounds! Relax 
at Covington Yard, Braxton Brewing Company, Wooden Cask Brewing Company or Bircus Brewing 
Company. Explore The B-Line, an experience centered around five Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour® 
distilleries including New Riff Distilling, Second Sight Spirits and Boone County Distilling Co., as well as 
bourbon-centric bars and restaurants. Or enjoy the Northern Kentucky Back Roads Wine Trail with 
Atwood Hill Winery & Vineyard, Camp Springs Vineyard, Seven Wells Winery and StoneBrook Winery.   
 
Take a free self-guided tour to see riverfront flood murals, statues and other public art in the area with 
NKY Art Tours, then enjoy a performance at The Carnegie or with the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra. 
Visit the Vent Haven Museum, the world’s only museum dedicated to ventriloquism; the Behringer-
Crawford Museum showcasing regional history; the Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati featuring a 
number of historic rail artifacts; the East Row Historic District, Kentucky’s second largest local historic 
district on the National Register of Historic Places; and the free James A. Ramage Civil War Museum. 
Breathe in the fresh air at Devou Park, the Garden of Hope, Goebel Park and the Historic Linden Grove 
Cemetery & Arboretum.  
 

https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/attractions/main-streets/covington
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/shopping/specialty-shopping/mainstrasse-village
https://www.bourbonhaus1841.com/
https://roeblingbridge.org/
https://purplepeoplebridge.com/
https://www.newportaquarium.com/
https://bbriverboats.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/food-drink/restaurants/newport-levee
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/bridgeview-box-park/2594/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/bridgeview-box-park/2594/
https://www.americanlegacytours.com/newport-gangster-tour
https://www.americanlegacytours.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/world-peace-bell/1845/
https://covingtonyard.com/
https://www.braxtonbrewing.com/
https://woodencask.com/
https://bircusbrewing.com/
https://bircusbrewing.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/the-b-line/2490/
https://kybourbontrail.com/distilleries/kentucky-bourbon-trail-craft-tour/
https://www.newriffdistilling.com/
https://www.secondsightspirits.com/
https://boonedistilling.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/northern-kentucky-back-roads-wine-trail/1962/
https://atwoodhillwinery.com/
http://campspringsvineyard.com/
http://www.sevenwellswinery.com/
https://stonebrookwinery.com/
https://www.nkyarttours.com/
http://www.thecarnegie.com/
https://kyso.org/
https://www.venthaven.org/
http://www.bcmuseum.org/
http://www.bcmuseum.org/
http://cincirailmuseum.org/
https://eastrow.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RamageCivilWarMuseum/
https://www.exploredevoupark.org/
https://www.meetnky.com/listings/garden-of-hope/1804/
http://www.covingtonky.gov/visitors/parks/goebel-park
https://historiclindengrove.org/
https://historiclindengrove.org/


Lodging ideas:  
• Aloft Newport on the Levee 
• Cincinnati Marriott at RiverCenter 
• Courtyard by Marriott Cincinnati Covington 
• Embassy Suites by Hilton Cincinnati RiverCenter 
• Hampton Inn & Suites Newport/Cincinnati 
• Hotel Covington 
• Weller Haus Bed, Breakfast & Event Center 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Bouquet Restaurant – Nestled in the heart of Covington's charming Mainstrasse historic district, 
this upscale farm-to-table bistro offers an eclectic menu with new twists on classic foods and an 
extensive wine list.  

• Dee Felice Café – Family-owned and operated since 1984 and specializing in Cajun and Creole 
cuisines, this restaurant offers steaks, fresh seafood, sandwiches, gumbo, soups and salads. It’s 
located on Main Street in Covington and usually has with live jazz Wednesday through Sunday.  

• Frida 602 – A tequila and mezcal bar featuring Latin street cuisine in a funky, colorful atmosphere 
in Covington’s Mainstrasse district.  

• Hofbräuhaus Newport – This downtown Newport restaurant offers authentic German fare, 
including pretzels and bier cheese, potato pancakes, bierwurst, bratwurst, mettwurst, sauerkraut, 
German potato salad, schnitzel, Rueben sandwiches and more, with staff dressed in traditional 
garb serving delicious house-brewed beer.  

• Otto’s – This New American-style restaurant offers Southern-inspired fare such as fried green 
tomatoes, shrimp and grits, tomato pie, braised short ribs and bread pudding and is located in the 
heart of Covington’s Mainstrasse district.  

• Strong’s Brick Oven Pizzeria – Part of a regional chain in the area, this Newport restaurant offers 
authentic old-world brick oven pizza using the freshest ingredients possible, plus a selection of 
craft beer, wine, and specialty cocktails as well as outdoor seating and a pet-friendly patio.  

• The Purple Poulet – Located just minutes east of Newport, this Southern bourbon bistro offers 
cuisine reminiscent of Charleston and New Orleans with a Kentucky infusion.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Taste local favorites like goetta and new flavors on a guided tour with Riverside Food Tours, combining 
local food, history and walking. It’s a fun, unique way to get to know the neighborhood with a friendly, 
knowledgeable guide plus enjoy delicious food at locally owned restaurants. The popular Mainstrasse 
Village Food Tour features delicious fare including German pretzels with beer cheese, charcuterie, 
handcrafted specialty pizza, authentic Kentucky dishes, coffee and homemade desserts – with beer and 
wine pairings, too. In between bites, you’ll explore the historic village’s pretty streets, tree-lined plaza and 
100-foot-tall Glockenspiel to learn more about the German immigrants who settled here.  

Trip Extensions: 
• Boone County (~45 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun 

for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State Historic 
Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor recreation.  

• Grant County (~45 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark Encounter 
with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical sites, a 
winery, lakes, parks and more.  

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cvgpl-aloft-newport-on-the-levee/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cvgdr-cincinnati-marriott-at-rivercenter/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cvgcy-courtyard-cincinnati-covington/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/cvgcves-embassy-suites-cincinnati-rivercenter/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/cvgpohx-hampton-suites-newport-cincinnati/
https://hotelcovington.com/
https://www.wellerhaus.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/stay/
https://www.bouquetrestaurant.com/
https://deefelicecafe.com/
https://www.fridaonmain.com/
https://www.hofbrauhausnewport.com/
https://ottosonmain.com/
https://strongsbrickovenpizza.com/Nmenu.html
https://purplepoulet.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/eat/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culinary/recipes/northern-kentucky-goetta
https://www.riversidefoodtours.com/
https://www.riversidefoodtours.com/tours/mainstrasse-village/
https://www.riversidefoodtours.com/tours/mainstrasse-village/
https://www.boonecountyky.org/visitors/index.aspx
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://www.visitgrantky.com/


• Gallatin County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Augusta (~50 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, local 
shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a historic 
winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s fun for 
visitors of all ages!  

• Pendleton County (~50 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 
largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Maysville (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Fleming County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” 
you’ll find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered 
Bridge and Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the 
“The Friendly Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select 
days.  

• Nicholas County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

 

 
 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Gallatin-County-Tourism-Commission-390079241210/
http://www.jewellsonmain.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://www.kentuckyspeedway.com/
https://www.neeleyfamilydistillery.com/
https://www.augustaky.com/
https://pendletoncountytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falmouth/parks/recreation/kincaid-lake-state-park
http://www.gopaddling.com/
https://www.visitcarrolltonky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://visitowencountyky.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.elkcreekvineyards.com/
https://visitowencountyky.org/adventure
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/visiting-maysville/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/mays-lick/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/rosenwalds-mays-lick-negro-school
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/tourism.html
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/goddard-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/ringos-mill-covered-bridge
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/museum.html
https://carlisle-nicholascounty.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park

