
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Grant County 

Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
 
Grant County 
Visit Grant County in the rolling hills of northern Kentucky for unforgettable adventures and experiences! 
The county has three main towns along I-75: Crittenden, Dry Ridge and Williamstown, with other smaller 
towns and communities throughout including Corinth. Enjoy a little piece of Italy in Kentucky at Brianza 
Gardens and Winery and book a winery or vineyard tour and a tasting. Browse local shops in each of the 
small towns for hidden treasures. Explore local history at Sherman Tavern, one of the last stagecoach 
stops left standing in the state, and at the William Arnold Log Cabin, the 19th century home of 
Williamstown’s founder, William Arnold. Pay your respects at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North.  
 
Visit The Ark Encounter in Williamstown to explore the massive, 510-feet-long, seven stories high ship 
that’s an exact replica of Noah’s Ark according to the book of Genesis. This modern engineering marvel is 
the largest timber frame structure in the world, full of interactive exhibits on Noah’s family, the flood and 
animals. Outside, the Ararat Ridge Zoo features animals large and small, a petting zoo area, kangaroo 
walkabout, camel rides and animal shows. Catch a thrill at Screaming Eagle Zip Lines with a zip line 
course, an aerial challenge and free fall jump.   
 
Get out on the water at Lake Williamstown, a 330-acre recreational lake and water reservoir. There’s a 
public self-service boat ramp or you can rent a pontoon or canoe at the marina. Fish at Boltz Lake year-
round or at other area lakes. Venture into nature at the Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Management Area, 
with more than 1,000 acres of rolling terrain, nature trails, Leary Lake, an archery trail and public archery 
range, as well as trap, skeet and rifle shooting ranges. Several parks in the county offer sports courts, 
playgrounds, walking trails and other outdoor recreation opportunities.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Bruce's Country Inn  
• Comfort Suites Dry Ridge 
• Hampton Inn Dry Ridge  
• Hogan House Suites  

https://www.visitgrantky.com/
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://brianzagardens.com/
https://brianzagardens.com/
https://www.visitgrantky.com/shop/
https://www.visitgrantky.com/historical-sites/
https://veterans.ky.gov/cemeteries/pages/kvcn.aspx
https://arkencounter.com/
https://arkencounter.com/zoo/
https://www.arkencounterzip.com/
https://www.wtownky.org/index.php/recreation/lake-williamstown
https://www.wtownmarina.com/
https://app.fw.ky.gov/fisheries/waterbodydetail.aspx?wid=50
https://app.fw.ky.gov/fisheries/accesssitedetail.aspx?asid=204
https://www.visitgrantky.com/boating-fishing/
https://app.fw.ky.gov/public_lands_search/detail.aspx?Kdfwr_id=153
https://www.visitgrantky.com/parks/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/corinth/places-stay/bed-breakfasts/bruces-country-inn
https://www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/dry-ridge/comfort-suites-hotels/ky323
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/drykyhx-hampton-dry-ridge/
https://www.hhsuites.com/


• The North Star Inn & Café  
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Beans Café & Bakery – This restaurant in Dry Ridge is a local favorite, with a family-friendly 
atmosphere, full-service breakfast, homemade bakery goods, coffee, sandwiches, wraps, salads 
and ice cream.  

• Belle’s Smokin’ BBQ – Located on Main Street in Williamstown, this locally-owned barbecue 
restaurant and catering service features smoked meats in sandwiches and plates, smokin’ spuds, 
loaded nachos, homemade sides and more.  

• Edwardo’s Pizza & Subs – Family-owned and operated, this restaurant on Main Street in 
Williamstown has a variety of pizzas, calzones, sub sandwiches, pastas and more.  

• Emzara’s Kitchen – This cafeteria-style, two-story restaurant at the The Ark Encounter in 
Williamstown offers casual fare and an awesome view of the ark.  

• The North Star Café – This café at the North Star Inn offers country comfort foods and desserts 
for guests and visitors alike.  

• Other area restaurants 
 
Travel Tip:  
Catch a local performance by the Stage Right Musical Theatre Company in Williamstown. The company 
is a non-profit that provides arts education and entertainment to the area, including musical theatre, 
theatre for young artist and dinner theatre with high-quality productions of well-known shows and 
musicals like the Little Shop of Horrors. Most performances are located at Main Street Gardens.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Owen County (~30 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this small 
Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the largest 
wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis Lake, 
Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Gallatin County (~35 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Pendleton County (~35 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Boone County (~45 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun 
for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State Historic 
Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor recreation.  

• Covington & Newport (~45 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Carroll County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and 
its county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit 
General Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic 
Butler-Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Augusta (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, 
local shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a 
historic winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s 
fun for visitors of all ages! 

https://thenorthstarinnandcafe.com/
https://www.visitgrantky.com/hotels-motels/
https://www.beanscafeandbakery.com/dryridge.html
https://www.bellesbbq.com/
http://www.edwardos.net/
https://arkencounter.com/dining/
https://arkencounter.com/
https://thenorthstarinnandcafe.com/menu
https://www.visitgrantky.com/restaurants/
https://www.stagerightmtc.org/
https://visitowencountyky.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.elkcreekvineyards.com/
https://visitowencountyky.org/adventure
https://www.facebook.com/Gallatin-County-Tourism-Commission-390079241210/
http://www.jewellsonmain.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://www.kentuckyspeedway.com/
https://www.neeleyfamilydistillery.com/
https://pendletoncountytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falmouth/parks/recreation/kincaid-lake-state-park
http://www.gopaddling.com/
https://www.boonecountyky.org/visitors/index.aspx
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/attractions/main-streets/covington
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://www.visitcarrolltonky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://www.augustaky.com/


• Nicholas County (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Maysville (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Fleming County (~1 hour 45 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” 
you’ll find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered 
Bridge and Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the 
“The Friendly Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select 
days.  

 

 

 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://carlisle-nicholascounty.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/visiting-maysville/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/mays-lick/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/rosenwalds-mays-lick-negro-school
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/tourism.html
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/goddard-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/ringos-mill-covered-bridge
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/museum.html

