
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Maysville 

Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Maysville 
Maysville, once known as the “Gateway to the South,” is a riverside city along the banks of the Ohio River 
and is the county seat of Mason County. Explore local history, spirits, arts and theatre, shopping and 
more. Stop in the historic Cox building, home to the local tourism bureau, to book a walking tour to see 
the historic districts, buildings and local scenery. View scenes of early river history in the Maysville Flood 
Wall Murals, created by artist Robert Dafford. Four miles south of downtown, explore Old Washington, a 
1780s frontier village. Take a quiet stroll at Cummins Nature Preserve, Rotary Park or other area parks.  

Located on the grounds where the historic H.E. Pogue Distillery once operated, The Old Pogue Distillery, 
“Where Bourbon Began Its Journey,” offers tours and tastings of small-batch Rye and Bourbon whisky as 
well as eastwardly views of the Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge. You can also taste the product at the Old 
Pogue Experience located at the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center downtown. The center offers a 
Genealogical and Historical Research Library shedding light on figures and events in the region, a 
Regional History Museum with dioramas, more than 4,000 regional artifacts and a gallery of fine art, the 
Kathleen Savage Browning Miniatures Collection with 1/12-scale reproductions and a Changing Exhibits 
Gallery that hosts traveling exhibits on a variety of topics. Enjoy a local brew at Maysville Brewing 
Company, then attend a live performance at the restored Washington Opera House. The building is the 
fifth oldest theatre still in use and is listed on the National Registry of Historic Buildings.  

Check out the Harriet Beecher Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, located in the historic Marshall Key 
House – tours can be arranged through the Old Washington Visitor Center, and the nearby National 
Underground Railroad Museum. Outside of town near Mays Lick you’ll find Old May’s Lick Negro School, 
the only surviving Rosenwald School of its type in northern Kentucky, as well as Colonel Charles Young’s 
Birthplace. He was born into slavery, overcame racial inequality to become one of the first African 
American graduates of the U.S. Military Academy at West point, went on to become the first African 
American superintendent of a National Park and was a colonel in the U.S. Army. He was also 
posthumously promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in Kentucky.  

Lodging ideas:  
• French Quarter Inn 
• Hampton Inn 

http://www.cityofmaysville.com/visiting-maysville/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/_uploads/2021-Maysville-Visitors-Guide_online.pdf
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/contact/floodwall-mural-project/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/contact/floodwall-mural-project/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/contact/old-washington-historic-village/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/city-parks/
https://www.oldpogue.com/
https://historicbridges.org/bridges/browser/?bridgebrowser=kentucky/maysville/
https://www.kygmc.org/old-pogue
https://www.kygmc.org/old-pogue
https://www.kygmc.org/
https://maysville-brewing-company.business.site/
https://maysville-brewing-company.business.site/
http://www.maysvilleplayers.net/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/maysville/attractions/museums/harriet-beecher-stowe-slavery-freedom-museum
https://www.nurm.org/
https://www.nurm.org/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/mays-lick/history-heritage/african-american-heritage/rosenwalds-mays-lick-negro-school
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culture/history-heritage/unforgettable-kentucky/attractions-itineraries/col-charles-young-birthplace
https://www.lanereport.com/121848/2020/02/brigadier-general/
https://www.facebook.com/FQIMAYSVILLE
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/maykyhx-hampton-maysville/


• Moon River Bed & Breakfast  
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Caproni’s on the River – Take in an amazing view of the Ohio River from this historic restaurant 
and bar along the river and the railroad tracks, offering Italian and American dishes as well as 
Kentucky classics.  

• deSha's Restaurant and Bar – An American restaurant and bar serving chicken, steak, seafood, 
burgers, sandwiches, soups, salads and local favorites like the Kentucky Hot Brown.  

• M’s Eatery – This downtown restaurant has an eclectic feel and a menu to match – mixing pub, 
comfort and classic Southern foods with new twists.  

• Parc Café – This café in historic downtown features handcrafted coffee drinks, pastries and food, 
including soups, salads, sandwiches, wraps, rice bowls and desserts.  

• Pasquale's Restaurant – This Italian restaurant is a local favorite, offering pizza, pasta, calzones, 
hoagies, wings, salads and more.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Don’t miss Hutchison’s Grocery on Second Street while exploring downtown. It was started in 1850 by the 
Hutchison family and has operated continuously since then, building a reputation for delicious country 
ham. The recipe has been handed down through the family over the years, and now this specialty grocery 
store in known across the state and nation for their country hams – around 700 hams are sold throughout 
the holiday season alone!  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Augusta (~30 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, local 
shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a historic 
winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s fun for 
visitors of all ages! 

• Fleming County (~30 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll 
find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

• Nicholas County (~40 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town With a Big 
Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last Revolutionary 
War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Pendleton County (~1 hour drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a free 
nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake boating, 
fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Covington & Newport (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Boone County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history 
and fun for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State 
Historic Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor 
recreation.  

• Grant County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark 
Encounter with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical 
sites, a winery, lakes, parks and more. 

https://www.moonriverbedandbreakfast.com/
http://www.cityofmaysville.com/category/listings/accommodations/
https://www.capronisontheriver.com/
https://www.deshasmaysville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mseatery/
http://parc.cafe/
https://www.facebook.com/pasqualesmaysville
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g39639-Maysville_Kentucky.html
https://hutchisonscountryham.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culinary/culinary-trails/country-ham-trail
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culinary/culinary-trails/country-ham-trail
https://www.augustaky.com/
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/tourism.html
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/goddard-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/ringos-mill-covered-bridge
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/museum.html
https://carlisle-nicholascounty.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park
https://pendletoncountytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falmouth/parks/recreation/kincaid-lake-state-park
http://www.gopaddling.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/attractions/main-streets/covington
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://www.boonecountyky.org/visitors/index.aspx
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://www.visitgrantky.com/


• Gallatin County (~1 hour 50 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small 
towns, the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Carroll County (~2 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Owen County (~2 hour drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this small 
Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the largest 
wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis Lake, 
Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

 

 
 

Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Gallatin-County-Tourism-Commission-390079241210/
http://www.jewellsonmain.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://www.kentuckyspeedway.com/
https://www.neeleyfamilydistillery.com/
https://www.visitcarrolltonky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://visitowencountyky.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.elkcreekvineyards.com/
https://visitowencountyky.org/adventure

