
 
Northern Kentucky River Region Media Page Trip Ideas 

Riverfront communities thrive in this region perched on the northern tip of Kentucky and bordered by the 
Ohio River. Stroll through cities and towns – large and small – bursting with charm to find family 
attractions, historical locations, craft distilleries, wineries and natural attractions. Below we’ve highlighted 
a few of the many towns and attractions in the region to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Covington & Newport Area 
Sister cities Covington and Newport in northern Kentucky offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, 
fascinating history, world-class museums and attractions! Perched on the banks of the Ohio River just 
across from Cincinnati, the two cities are separated by the Licking River. Explore the 19th century German 
neighborhood of MainStrasse Village, a Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in downtown Covington with unique shops and galleries, historical markers and a variety of restaurants 
and pubs, including Bourbon Haus 1841. Walk across the amazing John A. Roebling Suspension Bridge 
and marvel at this engineering masterpiece built in 1867. Just down the river, there’s also the pedestrian-
only Purple People Bridge, which can be closed for private events and seasonal music performances.  
 
See creatures of the ocean at the Newport Aquarium, open year-round with a daily penguin parade, dive 
shows, and opportunities to get up-close and personal with aquatic animals. Take a riverboat cruise with 
BB Riverboats, then stroll around the entertainment district Newport at the Levee and the Bridgeview Box 
Park. Schedule a Newport Gangster Tour, a haunted tour or historic tour with American Legacy Tours. 
Visit the World Peace Bell, the largest free-swinging bell in the world at a whopping 66,000 pounds! Relax 
at Covington Yard, Braxton Brewing Company, Wooden Cask Brewing Company or Bircus Brewing 
Company. Explore The B-Line, an experience centered around five Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour® 
distilleries including New Riff Distilling, Second Sight Spirits and Boone County Distilling Co., as well as 
bourbon-centric bars and restaurants. Or enjoy the Northern Kentucky Back Roads Wine Trail with 
Atwood Hill Winery & Vineyard, Camp Springs Vineyard, Seven Wells Winery and StoneBrook Winery.   
 
Take a free self-guided tour to see riverfront flood murals, statues and other public art in the area with 
NKY Art Tours, then enjoy a performance at The Carnegie or with the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra. 
Visit the Vent Haven Museum, the world’s only museum dedicated to ventriloquism; the Behringer-
Crawford Museum showcasing regional history; the Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati featuring a 
number of historic rail artifacts; the East Row Historic District, Kentucky’s second largest local historic 
district on the National Register of Historic Places; and the free James A. Ramage Civil War Museum. 
Breathe in the fresh air at Devou Park, the Garden of Hope, Goebel Park and the Historic Linden Grove 
Cemetery & Arboretum.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Aloft Newport on the Levee 
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http://www.sevenwellswinery.com/
https://stonebrookwinery.com/
https://www.nkyarttours.com/
http://www.thecarnegie.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/RamageCivilWarMuseum/
https://www.exploredevoupark.org/
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• Cincinnati Marriott at RiverCenter 
• Courtyard by Marriott Cincinnati Covington 
• Embassy Suites by Hilton Cincinnati RiverCenter 
• Hampton Inn & Suites Newport/Cincinnati 
• Hotel Covington 
• Weller Haus Bed, Breakfast & Event Center 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Bouquet Restaurant – Nestled in the heart of Covington's charming Mainstrasse historic district, 
this upscale farm-to-table bistro offers an eclectic menu with new twists on classic foods and an 
extensive wine list.  

• Dee Felice Café – Family-owned and operated since 1984 and specializing in Cajun and Creole 
cuisines, this restaurant offers steaks, fresh seafood, sandwiches, gumbo, soups and salads. It’s 
located on Main Street in Covington and usually has with live jazz Wednesday through Sunday.  

• Frida 602 – A tequila and mezcal bar featuring Latin street cuisine in a funky, colorful atmosphere 
in Covington’s Mainstrasse district.  

• Hofbräuhaus Newport – This downtown Newport restaurant offers authentic German fare, 
including pretzels and bier cheese, potato pancakes, bierwurst, bratwurst, mettwurst, sauerkraut, 
German potato salad, schnitzel, Rueben sandwiches and more, with staff dressed in traditional 
garb serving delicious house-brewed beer.  

• Otto’s – This New American-style restaurant offers Southern-inspired fare such as fried green 
tomatoes, shrimp and grits, tomato pie, braised short ribs and bread pudding and is located in the 
heart of Covington’s Mainstrasse district.  

• Strong’s Brick Oven Pizzeria – Part of a regional chain in the area, this Newport restaurant offers 
authentic old-world brick oven pizza using the freshest ingredients possible, plus a selection of 
craft beer, wine, and specialty cocktails as well as outdoor seating and a pet-friendly patio.  

• The Purple Poulet – Located just minutes east of Newport, this Southern bourbon bistro offers 
cuisine reminiscent of Charleston and New Orleans with a Kentucky infusion.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Taste local favorites like goetta and new flavors on a guided tour with Riverside Food Tours, combining 
local food, history and walking. It’s a fun, unique way to get to know the neighborhood with a friendly, 
knowledgeable guide plus enjoy delicious food at locally owned restaurants. The popular Mainstrasse 
Village Food Tour features delicious fare including German pretzels with beer cheese, charcuterie, 
handcrafted specialty pizza, authentic Kentucky dishes, coffee and homemade desserts – with beer and 
wine pairings, too. In between bites, you’ll explore the historic village’s pretty streets, tree-lined plaza and 
100-foot-tall Glockenspiel to learn more about the German immigrants who settled here.  

Trip Extensions: 
• Boone County (~45 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun 

for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State Historic 
Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor recreation.  

• Grant County (~45 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark Encounter 
with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical sites, a 
winery, lakes, parks and more.  

• Gallatin County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  
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• Augusta (~50 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, local 
shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a historic 
winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s fun for 
visitors of all ages!  

• Pendleton County (~50 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 
largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Maysville (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Fleming County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” 
you’ll find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered 
Bridge and Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the 
“The Friendly Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select 
days.  

• Nicholas County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

 
Boone County 
Boone County in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun for the whole family! The county is 
surrounded on its northern and western edges by the winding Ohio River, with small towns of Petersburg 
and Rabbit Hash along the river and the towns of Burlington, Florence, Hebron and Union farther inland. 
Petersburg is home to the Creation Museum, a 75,000-square-foot facility where the pages of the Bible 
dramatically come to life. Marvel at the Garden of Eden, animatronic dinosaurs, visually stunning 
displays, the Stargazer Planetarium, special effects theater, beautiful botanical gardens and a petting 
zoo. Then, soar on ziplines or challenge your skills on an aerial adventure course at Screaming Raptor 
Zip Lines. Nearby, take a trail ride at First Farm Inn, a bed and breakfast that also offers horse lessons 
and rides.  

Travel back in time in Rabbit Hash, a small town that’s listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Step into nostalgia at the Rabbit Hash General Store that’s been in business since 1831. The store has 
antiques, hand-made soaps, old-fashioned candy, collectible Bybee pottery and Appalachian crafts, as 
well as souvenir items such as hats, shirts and postcards. The town’s visitors center is in a restored log 
cabin just steps away from the store and is usually open on Saturdays. Check out the nearby stores 
including Rabbit Hash Artworks and Folksiders for whimsical finds, and stop in Gunpowder Creek 
Vineyards LLC for a wine tasting. Farther south near Verona, sip wine and enjoy the historical settings at 
Verona Vineyards and Schoolyard Winery. Taste Kentucky bourbon and other spirits at Boone County 
Distilling Co.  

Continue your historical journey at the Dinsmore Homestead, a living history site with stories from six 
generations of the Dinsmore family and their farm. There’s also the Big Bone State Historic Site, complete 
with museum exhibits on paleontology and Ice Age mammals, a Diorama pit, trails to natural sulfur 
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springs and a bison herd viewable every day of the year. Nearby is Jane’s Saddlebag, a tourism 
destination with a number of historical structures, friendly farm animals and a Kids Play-Land. In 
Burlington, visit Eagle Bend Alpacas for an educational tour of the farm and check out the Yarn & Fiber 
Shop. Stroll through the Boone County Arboretum, then get out on the water at Boone’s Landing – bring 
your own boat or rent a pontoon, canoe or kayak. Don’t miss seasonal live horse racing or simulcasting 
throughout the year at Turfway Park in Florence.  

Lodging ideas:  
• First Farm Inn 
• Hampton Inn Cincinnati/Airport South 
• Hilton Cincinnati Airport 
• The Old Hashienda 
• Tru by Hilton Cincinnati Airport South Florence 
• Willis Graves Bed & Breakfast 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Jane’s Saddlebag – This casual American restaurant is open daily offers a variety of sandwiches 
and sides as well as weekly specials and homemade desserts.  

• Noah’s Café – This café at the Creation Museum has fresh salads, burgers, wraps, sandwiches 
and other entrees, as well as snacks.   

• The Farmstand Market & Café – A unique local market and café serving a variety of 
“farmwiches,” burgers, salads and other homecooked foods, complete with a retail store.   

• Tousey House Tavern – Located in the heart of historic Burlington, this restaurant features 
Southern cuisine in a relaxed, casual atmosphere. Enjoy fried chicken, a Hot Brown, steak, 
seafood, pasta and more, plus pair your meal with a bourbon flight.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Looking for that perfect antique item or other home décor? Visit the Florence Antique Mall, a 50,000-
square-foot showroom open daily with an amazing selection of antiques, collectibles, furniture and more. 
There’s also the Burlington Antique Show, the Midwest’s premier antiques and vintage collectibles show 
held seasonally at the Boone County Fairgrounds. Check it out on select dates to browse over 200 
vendors with furniture, vintage jewelry, architectural elements, one-of-a-kind finds and more.  

Trip Extensions: 
• Covington & Newport (~45 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 

perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Grant County (~45 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark Encounter 
with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical sites, a 
winery, lakes, parks and more.  

• Gallatin County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  
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• Pendleton County (~1 hour drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a free 
nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake boating, 
fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 
largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Augusta (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, 
local shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a 
historic winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s 
fun for visitors of all ages! 

• Maysville (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Nicholas County (~1 hour 40 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Fleming County (~2 hour drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll find 
three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

 
Grant County 
Visit Grant County in the rolling hills of northern Kentucky for unforgettable adventures and experiences! 
The county has three main towns along I-75: Crittenden, Dry Ridge and Williamstown, with other smaller 
towns and communities throughout including Corinth. Enjoy a little piece of Italy in Kentucky at Brianza 
Gardens and Winery and book a winery or vineyard tour and a tasting. Browse local shops in each of the 
small towns for hidden treasures. Explore local history at Sherman Tavern, one of the last stagecoach 
stops left standing in the state, and at the William Arnold Log Cabin, the 19th century home of 
Williamstown’s founder, William Arnold. Pay your respects at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North.  
 
Visit The Ark Encounter in Williamstown to explore the massive, 510-feet-long, seven stories high ship 
that’s an exact replica of Noah’s Ark according to the book of Genesis. This modern engineering marvel is 
the largest timber frame structure in the world, full of interactive exhibits on Noah’s family, the flood and 
animals. Outside, the Ararat Ridge Zoo features animals large and small, a petting zoo area, kangaroo 
walkabout, camel rides and animal shows. Catch a thrill at Screaming Eagle Zip Lines with a zip line 
course, an aerial challenge and free fall jump.   
 
Get out on the water at Lake Williamstown, a 330-acre recreational lake and water reservoir. There’s a 
public self-service boat ramp or you can rent a pontoon or canoe at the marina. Fish at Boltz Lake year-
round or at other area lakes. Venture into nature at the Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Management Area, 
with more than 1,000 acres of rolling terrain, nature trails, Leary Lake, an archery trail and public archery 
range, as well as trap, skeet and rifle shooting ranges. Several parks in the county offer sports courts, 
playgrounds, walking trails and other outdoor recreation opportunities.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Bruce's Country Inn  
• Comfort Suites Dry Ridge 
• Hampton Inn Dry Ridge  
• Hogan House Suites  
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• The North Star Inn & Café  
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Beans Café & Bakery – This restaurant in Dry Ridge is a local favorite, with a family-friendly 
atmosphere, full-service breakfast, homemade bakery goods, coffee, sandwiches, wraps, salads 
and ice cream.  

• Belle’s Smokin’ BBQ – Located on Main Street in Williamstown, this locally-owned barbecue 
restaurant and catering service features smoked meats in sandwiches and plates, smokin’ spuds, 
loaded nachos, homemade sides and more.  

• Edwardo’s Pizza & Subs – Family-owned and operated, this restaurant on Main Street in 
Williamstown has a variety of pizzas, calzones, sub sandwiches, pastas and more.  

• Emzara’s Kitchen – This cafeteria-style, two-story restaurant at the The Ark Encounter in 
Williamstown offers casual fare and an awesome view of the ark.  

• The North Star Café – This café at the North Star Inn offers country comfort foods and desserts 
for guests and visitors alike.  

• Other area restaurants 
 
Travel Tip:  
Catch a local performance by the Stage Right Musical Theatre Company in Williamstown. The company 
is a non-profit that provides arts education and entertainment to the area, including musical theatre, 
theatre for young artist and dinner theatre with high-quality productions of well-known shows and 
musicals like the Little Shop of Horrors. Most performances are located at Main Street Gardens.  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Owen County (~30 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this small 
Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the largest 
wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis Lake, 
Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Gallatin County (~35 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small towns, 
the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Pendleton County (~35 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Boone County (~45 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history and fun 
for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State Historic 
Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor recreation.  

• Covington & Newport (~45 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Carroll County (~45 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and 
its county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit 
General Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic 
Butler-Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Augusta (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, 
local shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a 
historic winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s 
fun for visitors of all ages! 
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• Nicholas County (~1 hour 20 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town 
With a Big Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last 
Revolutionary War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Maysville (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is 
known for its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Fleming County (~1 hour 45 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” 
you’ll find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered 
Bridge and Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the 
“The Friendly Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select 
days.  

 
Augusta 
The charming town of Augusta in Bracken County has been called the “Most Picturesque Town in 
Kentucky” by USA Today. Perched on a southern bank of the Ohio River between Newport and Ashland, 
it’s full of history, hospitality, local shops and small-town appeal. Start at the Augusta Welcome Center, 
located at the corner of Main Street and Riverside Drive in a historic red caboose – it’s open seasonally 
but always stocked with tourist information. Visit the 1811 Augusta Jail, believed to be Kentucky's oldest 
jail remaining on its original foundation. Take a guided historical walking tour with Gilded Lily Tours. Ride 
across the river and back with The Augusta Ferry, one of the oldest ferry services still in operation on the 
Ohio River – foot travelers can ride for free.  
 
Browse military and sports memorabilia at the Haley House Museum operated by the Bracken County 
Historical Society. Learn about the life and legacy of local singer and actress Rosemary Clooney at The 
Rosemary Clooney Museum, open by appointment for tours. Look for a touch of Hollywood and other 
eclectic merchandise at Nina Clooney’s Shop downtown. Find the perfect gift at the Augusta General 
Store, filled with historic character, good food and lots of antiques, furniture and home décor and more, 
the nearby Riverboat Treasures & Antiques and other shops.  
 
Taste Kentucky bourbon from the new Augusta Distillery, housed in a historic 35,000-square-foot brick 
building at their restaurant and tasting center, the Beehive Augusta Tavern until public tours start. Visit 
the historic Baker-Bird Winery & Distillery, home to the oldest commercial estate winery in the nation, and 
part of the Northern Kentucky Back Roads Wine Trail. Schedule a horseback ride or lesson with Wildfire 
Equestrian at Sabbath Song Farm. Explore the horseback riding and hiking trails off Gillespie Road, 
wrapping around rolling wooded hills and two lakes where you can also fish.  
 
Lodging ideas:  

• Asbury Meadow B&B 
• EarthJoy Treehouse Adventures 
• Parkview Country Inn Bed & Breakfast 
• Sabbath Song Farm 
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Augusta General Store – An old-time country store and restaurant located on Main Street offering 
homestyle meals prepared from scratch daily. Don’t miss owner Imogene’s famous pies!  

• Augusta Irish Pub – This full-service bar and restaurant on Main Street offers a variety of Irish 
and American foods, including fish and chips, burgers, salads, steaks and an outdoor beer 
garden in a fun atmosphere.   
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• Beehive Augusta Tavern – Savor a taste of history at this downtown farm-to-table dining 
establishment that has “beebites,” handhelds and house specialties as well as well-crafted 
cocktails and Buckner’s Bourbon.  

• Carota’s Pizza – This family-owned and operated pizzeria is a local favorite, open daily for 
homemade pizzas, spaghetti, hoagies, chili and more.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
EarthJoy Treehouse Adventures offers a world of adventure in one place, with guided tree climbs, 
primitive skills workshops, fishing, hiking, mountain biking, running and more. Relax and unwind at the 
200-acre property. Whether you’re looking for a thrilling tree climbing adventure or wanting to learn how 
to trim or climb your own trees, you can do it here. Extend your stay by booking a night or two in one of 
the treehouses. Explore the extensive trails, play in a creek, rest in a hammock and find the 10 hobbit 
houses on a special hobbit trail.   

Trip Extensions: 
• Maysville (~30 minute drive) – This riverside city and county seat of Mason County is known for 

its historical sites and museums, including the Washington Opera House, Kentucky Gateway 
Museum Center, the National Underground Railroad Museum and the Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Slavery to Freedom Museum, as well as the Old May’s Lick Negro School and the Colonel 
Charles Young’s Birthplace outside of town. There’s also a distillery, brewery, parks and more!  

• Pendleton County (~40 minute drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a 
free nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake 
boating, fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Covington & Newport (~50 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Fleming County (~50 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll 
find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

• Nicholas County (~55 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town With a Big 
Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last Revolutionary 
War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Boone County (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history 
and fun for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State 
Historic Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor 
recreation.  

• Gallatin County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small 
towns, the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Owen County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this 
small Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the 
largest wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis 
Lake, Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

• Carroll County (~1 hour 40 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio 
River and its county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. 
Visit General Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the 
historic Butler-Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Grant County (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark 
Encounter with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical 
sites, a winery, lakes, parks and more.  
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Maysville 
Maysville, once known as the “Gateway to the South,” is a riverside city along the banks of the Ohio River 
and is the county seat of Mason County. Explore local history, spirits, arts and theatre, shopping and 
more. Stop in the historic Cox building, home to the local tourism bureau, to book a walking tour to see 
the historic districts, buildings and local scenery. View scenes of early river history in the Maysville Flood 
Wall Murals, created by artist Robert Dafford. Four miles south of downtown, explore Old Washington, a 
1780s frontier village. Take a quiet stroll at Cummins Nature Preserve, Rotary Park or other area parks.  

Located on the grounds where the historic H.E. Pogue Distillery once operated, The Old Pogue Distillery, 
“Where Bourbon Began Its Journey,” offers tours and tastings of small-batch Rye and Bourbon whisky as 
well as eastwardly views of the Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge. You can also taste the product at the Old 
Pogue Experience located at the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center downtown. The center offers a 
Genealogical and Historical Research Library shedding light on figures and events in the region, a 
Regional History Museum with dioramas, more than 4,000 regional artifacts and a gallery of fine art, the 
Kathleen Savage Browning Miniatures Collection with 1/12-scale reproductions and a Changing Exhibits 
Gallery that hosts traveling exhibits on a variety of topics. Enjoy a local brew at Maysville Brewing 
Company, then attend a live performance at the restored Washington Opera House. The building is the 
fifth oldest theatre still in use and is listed on the National Registry of Historic Buildings.  

Check out the Harriet Beecher Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum, located in the historic Marshall Key 
House – tours can be arranged through the Old Washington Visitor Center, and the nearby National 
Underground Railroad Museum. Outside of town near Mays Lick you’ll find Old May’s Lick Negro School, 
the only surviving Rosenwald School of its type in northern Kentucky, as well as Colonel Charles Young’s 
Birthplace. He was born into slavery, overcame racial inequality to become one of the first African 
American graduates of the U.S. Military Academy at West point, went on to become the first African 
American superintendent of a National Park and was a colonel in the U.S. Army. He was also 
posthumously promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in Kentucky.  

Lodging ideas:  
• French Quarter Inn 
• Hampton Inn 
• Moon River Bed & Breakfast  
• Other area lodging facilities 

 
Restaurant Ideas:  

• Caproni’s on the River – Take in an amazing view of the Ohio River from this historic restaurant 
and bar along the river and the railroad tracks, offering Italian and American dishes as well as 
Kentucky classics.  

• deSha's Restaurant and Bar – An American restaurant and bar serving chicken, steak, seafood, 
burgers, sandwiches, soups, salads and local favorites like the Kentucky Hot Brown.  

• M’s Eatery – This downtown restaurant has an eclectic feel and a menu to match – mixing pub, 
comfort and classic Southern foods with new twists.  

• Parc Café – This café in historic downtown features handcrafted coffee drinks, pastries and food, 
including soups, salads, sandwiches, wraps, rice bowls and desserts.  

• Pasquale's Restaurant – This Italian restaurant is a local favorite, offering pizza, pasta, calzones, 
hoagies, wings, salads and more.  

• Other area restaurants 
   
Travel Tip:  
Don’t miss Hutchison’s Grocery on Second Street while exploring downtown. It was started in 1850 by the 
Hutchison family and has operated continuously since then, building a reputation for delicious country 
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ham. The recipe has been handed down through the family over the years, and now this specialty grocery 
store in known across the state and nation for their country hams – around 700 hams are sold throughout 
the holiday season alone!  

 
Trip Extensions: 

• Augusta (~30 minute drive) – This small riverside town in Bracken County is full of history, local 
shops and charm. With a ferry, the Rosemary Clooney Museum, an old general store, a historic 
winery and distillery plus a new distillery on the way, and exciting tree adventures, there’s fun for 
visitors of all ages! 

• Fleming County (~30 minute drive) – Known as the “Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky,” you’ll 
find three such bridges here: The Goddard Covered Bridge, the Grange City Covered Bridge and 
Ringo’s Mill Covered Bridge. The county seat of Flemingsburg is also known as the “The Friendly 
Town That Hospitality Built,” and has a Covered Bridge Museum open on select days.  

• Nicholas County (~40 minute drive) – This county is home to Carlisle, “The Little Town With a Big 
Heart,” and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park, which is the site of the last Revolutionary 
War battle in Kentucky and where Daniel Boone once explored.  

• Pendleton County (~1 hour drive) – This charming Kentucky county is home to Punkyville – a free 
nostalgic museum and Kincaid Lake State Park, where you can enjoy a day on the lake boating, 
fishing or paddling or you can explore the Licking River with Thaxton’s Canoe Trails.  

• Covington & Newport (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – These two sister cities in northern Kentucky are 
perched on the banks of the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati, separated by the Licking 
River. They offer a vibrant hub for creative cuisine, fascinating history, world-class museums and 
attractions, including The B-Line distilleries and the Newport Aquarium!  

• Boone County (~1 hour 30 minute drive) – This county in far northern Kentucky is full of history 
and fun for the whole family, with the Creation Museum, Rabbit Hash and the Big Bone State 
Historic Site, plus horseracing at Turfway Park, a distillery and area wineries and outdoor 
recreation.  

• Grant County (~1 hour 35 minute drive) – This northern county is home to the life-size Ark 
Encounter with biblical exhibits, a petting zoo, zip line and adventure course, plus local historical 
sites, a winery, lakes, parks and more. 

• Gallatin County (~1 hour 50 minute drive) – This northern Kentucky county has two main small 
towns, the charming Warsaw with the Jewell’s on Main restaurant and the Riverside Inn Bed and 
Breakfast, and Sparta, home to the Kentucky Speedway and the Neeley Family Distillery.  

• Carroll County (~2 hour drive) – This northern Kentucky county sits along the Ohio River and its 
county seat, Carrollton, is located at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio rivers. Visit General 
Butler State Resort Park and hike to a beautiful overlook of the area, tour the historic Butler-
Turpin house, and fish, canoe, kayak or pedal boat on the lake.  

• Owen County (~2 hour drive) – Find yourself as well as some peace and quiet in this small 
Kentucky county between Frankfort and Covington. Visit Elk Creek Vineyards, one of the largest 
wineries in the state and a lodging and event facility. Enjoy the waterways of Elmer Davis Lake, 
Eagle Creek and the Kentucky River, then check out local history and barn murals.  

 
 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 

https://www.kentuckytourism.com/culinary/culinary-trails/country-ham-trail
https://www.augustaky.com/
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/tourism.html
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/goddard-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/grange-city-covered-bridge
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/flemingsburg/history-heritage/covered-bridges/ringos-mill-covered-bridge
http://www.flemingkychamber.com/museum.html
https://carlisle-nicholascounty.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carlisle/parks/historic/blue-licks-battlefield-state-resort-park
https://pendletoncountytourism.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/falmouth/parks/recreation/kincaid-lake-state-park
http://www.gopaddling.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/covington/attractions/main-streets/covington
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/newport/newport
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://www.boonecountyky.org/visitors/index.aspx
https://www.meetnky.com/
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://parks.ky.gov/union/parks/historic/big-bone-lick-state-historic-site
https://www.visitgrantky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Gallatin-County-Tourism-Commission-390079241210/
http://www.jewellsonmain.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://riversideinnbb.com/
https://www.kentuckyspeedway.com/
https://www.neeleyfamilydistillery.com/
https://www.visitcarrolltonky.org/
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://parks.ky.gov/carrollton/parks/historic/general-butler-state-resort-park
https://visitowencountyky.org/
https://visitfrankfort.com/
https://www.elkcreekvineyards.com/
https://visitowencountyky.org/adventure

