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Arts & Culture 
 
Louisville previews “Unfiltered Truth Collection” – Explore Louisville’s rich and engaging Black history, heritage and 
culture with a new tour collection, sharing stories of extraordinary people that helped shape the city. The “Unfiltered Truth 
Collection” launched in March 2021 and highlights African American influence in the state with a special focus on the 
bourbon and horse racing industries and Muhammad Ali Tourism. Tour offerings vary by attraction. 
https://www.gotolouisville.com/unfiltered-truth-collection/  
 
Derby Museum launches two new African American experiences – The new African Americans in Racing Tour at the 
Kentucky Derby Museum in Louisville offers guests a unique experience of walking through the Churchill Downs 
Racetrack while hearing incredible stories of African Americans who made an impact on the industry. This tour is now 
available on Saturday afternoons. The museum has also created the “Proud of My Calling” immersive experience lasting 
60 minutes where visitors are introduced to Black horsemen through costumed actors, historic paintings, photos and 
objects from the past. Both extend the museum’s existing programming and are part of Louisville’s new “Unfiltered Truth 
Collection.”  https://equusmagazine.com/news/churchill-african-american-tour  
 
New female jockey exhibit at Kentucky Derby Museum – The Kentucky Derby Museum has a new exhibit, Right to 
Ride, focused on the fascinating history and stories of female jockeys who have ridden in the Kentucky Derby. With a 
playful, retro vibe, the exhibit features a documentary video, oral history video stations featuring exclusive interviews, 
artifacts and treasures from Derby-riding women. https://www.derbymuseum.org/Exhibits/Detail/35/Right-to-Ride  
 
International Museum of the Horse debuts “African American Horse Stories” – The International Museum of the 
Horse at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington has launched a new collaborative history website, Chronicle of African 
Americans in the Horse Industry at https://africanamericanhorsestories.org/. Building upon the museum’s permanent 
exhibit Black Horsemen of the Kentucky Turf, the site is designed to increase awareness, education and access to African 
American history, specifically in relation to the horse industry. The Chronicle relies on archival materials as well as stories, 
photos and memorabilia.  
 
Muhammad Ali Festival set for June 2021 – The fifth annual Muhammad Ali Festival is set for June 4-13, 2021, and has 
been expanded to provide inspiration, entertainment, education and activation through events that celebrate the 
anniversary of Muhammad Ali’s passing and his impactful legacy and love for Louisville. The festival will kick off with the 
annual Muhammad Ali Humanitarian Awards on June 4 and conclude with the Derby City Jazz Festival on June 11-13. 
https://alicenter.org/ali-week/  
 
See the Red River Gorge’s Unforeseen Wilderness exhibit – The Speed Art Museum in Louisville recently acquired a 
collection of 56 photos from photographer Ralph Eugene Meatyard depicting eastern Kentucky’s own Red River Gorge, 
which will be on view August 6, 2021 to February 13, 2022 in the Ralph Eugene Meatyard’s The Unforeseen Wilderness 
exhibit. The photographs were one of the first attempts of environmental conservation through the use of photography in 
the American South, and helped play a vital role in preserving the Gorge. 
https://www.speedmuseum.org/exhibitions/ralph-eugene-meatyards-the-unforeseen-wilderness/  
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Supernatural art exhibit coming to Speed Art Museum in fall 2021 – A new exhibit, Supernatural America: The 
Paranormal in American Art will be on view at Louisville’s Speed Art Museum from October 2, 2021 to January 22, 2022. 
A number of different objects, including paintings, textiles, furniture, clothing, drawings and more help explore the ways 
artists have made sense of their own experiences with the paranormal and supernatural. 
https://www.speedmuseum.org/exhibitions/supernatural-america/  
 
Attractions 
 
Visit new animals at Newport Aquarium – The Newport Aquarium has added several new animals from the weird to the 
adorable to delight visitors, including baby dwarf seahorses. In the Shore Gallery, search for colorful Caribbean fish, four 
California Round Stingrays and the Sarcastic Fringehead, a weird looking fish that likes to live in structures created by 
other animals like empty sea shells. In the Seahorses: Unbridled Fun exhibit, visit the cute Baby Cuttlefish who are related 
to the octopus and squid and can change the color and texture of their skin, plus the unique Upside-Down Jellyfish. 
Ripsaw Catfish native to the Amazon and rivers of northern South America have been added to the Amazon Tunnel. 
https://www.newportaquarium.com/Things-To-Do/Animals/New-Animals  
 
Wild Lights returns to Louisville Zoo – See a new lineup of animal-shaped lanterns as the popular Wild Lights exhibit 
returns to the Louisville Zoo. Over 70 illuminated displays with silk-covered pieces will be lit by more than 50,000 LED 
lightbulbs, featuring zoo animals, marine animals, mythical animals and dinosaurs. The festival will be open in the 
evenings Wednesday through Sunday nights March 19-May 30, 2021.  
https://www.lanereport.com/136976/2021/01/wild-lights-returns-to-louisville-zoo/ 
 
Louisville Zoo has two new animals – The Louisville Zoo added two new animals in late 2020, a male polar bear 
named Lee and a newborn gray seal pup. Lee is 20 years old and came from the Columbus Zoo in Ohio and now lives in 
Glacier Run with female Qannik. The new gray seal pup is still bonding with first-time mom Rona and is off exhibit 
currently, but the zoo posts regular “Seal Pup-dates” on social media, and plans to have a naming contest in the future. 
https://louisvillezoo.org/whos-new-at-the-zoo/  
 
Mills Springs Battlefield becomes part of National Park System – The Mill Springs Battlefield National Monument in 
Pulaski County is Kentucky’s newest addition to the National Park System. The Battle of Mill Springs was a significant 
Union victory early in the Civil War. The battlefield extends from Nancy to Mill Springs, a distance of about 9 miles. A 
driving tour consists of 10 stops with interpretative signs at each site. Or, visitors can hike a trail on the battlefield to 
explore more than 14 interpretative signs. There’s also a visitors center and museum in Nancy that offers background 
information and history. In Mill Springs, visitors can visit the Brown-Lanier House, which served as a headquarters for 
generals, and the West-Metcalfe House, which served as a hospital following the battle. 
https://www.nps.gov/misp/index.htm  
 
Monument honoring woman educator to be added to State Capitol – The first monument honoring a woman, 
education pioneer Miss Nettie Depp, is set to be unveiled at its new home, the State Capitol in Frankfort, on August 21, 
2021. Lexington sculptor Amanda Matthews was commissioned to create the bronze statue for the Capitol rotunda to 
honor Depp, who was a teacher, principal and school superintendent in Barren County, Kentucky in the early 1900s. 
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2020/08/05/nettie-depp-statue-unveiled-august-21-2021-kentucky-
capitol/3303371001/  
 
National Corvette Museum plans expansion – The National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green has announced plans 
to add a 2 story-30,000 square foot addition, which will include specialty exhibit spaces, rotating displays, a Kids Zone 
education center, rooftop members lounge, lifetime members lounge, open theater space and a sensory calming room for 
guests with unique needs. https://www.wbko.com/2021/04/23/national-corvette-museum-announces-expansion-campaign/  
 
New Corvette Trivia app for Amazon Alexa – A new Corvette Trivia app developed by the National Corvette Museum 
allows Chevy fans to test their knowledge using Amazon Alexa-enabled devices. Answer Corvette questions and learn 
more about the history of the vehicle. Some new GM vehicles come equipped with an onboard Amazon Alexa AI assistant 
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so fans can test their knowledge from the seat. https://gmauthority.com/blog/2021/01/national-corvette-museum-debuts-
new-corvette-trivia-app-for-amazon-alexa/  
 
Corvette Museum becomes sensory friendly – The National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green is now a certified 
Sensory Inclusive venue, dedicated to providing a positive experience for all guests, including those with sensory issues. 
New accommodations include sensory bags, noise-cancelling headphones, fidget tools and weighted lap pads.  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/museum-earns-sensory-inclusiveness-certification/  
 
Lexington brewery to branch out into Sake venture – Brewers at Ethereal Brewing in Lexington are starting 
Kentucky’s first sake brewery, The Void Sake Co. The new venture will offer tours and tastings to further explore the 
process involved in brewing the ancient fermented drink. It will be located on National Avenue in Lexington and the 
taproom is set to open in February 2021. https://www.kentucky.com/lexgoeat/bourbon/article248452830.html  
 
Brewery coming to Harlan County in late 2021 – Harlan County’s first brewery since the Prohibition era, Harlan County 
Beer Company, is set to open in a historic building on the court square in late 2021. The brewery will include a restaurant, 
bar, stage and a rotating tap with beers named after local attractions. https://www.harlanenterprise.net/2021/02/09/harlan-
countys-first-brewery-opening-late-2021/  
 
Bourbon 
 
Bardstown Bourbon Company debuts 360-degree virtual tour – Bardstown Bourbon Company has an interactive 360-
degree video tour available online. This enchanting, interactive and educational experience allows viewers anywhere in 
the world to visually adventure throughout the groundbreaking facilities. From the outdoor grain bins, to the fermentation 
rooms, to the award-winning Kitchen & Bar and new rickhouse lounge Pete's Place, bourbon lovers can watch every step 
in the whiskey-making process, while learning more about one of the most modern, technically advanced distilleries in the 
nation from the comfort of their own home. https://www.lanereport.com/128128/2020/07/bardstown-bourbon-co-launches-
free-virtual-360-tour-of-state-of-the-art-distillery/  
 
Bourbon distillery coming to Somerset – Horse Soldier Bourbon announced in December 2019 that it will launch a two-
phase, $50 million project to build a bourbon distillery that will add 56 direct jobs in Pulaski County. In summer 2020, the 
distillery announced they were working on Phase 1, design vision and master plan, which is expected to take several 
months.  This American bourbon distillery is unique, as it was founded by members of the first U.S. Army Special Forces 
unit to enter Afghanistan following the infamous 9/11 attacks who later became known as “The Horse Soldiers.” 
https://www.lanereport.com/128053/2020/07/horse-soldier-bourbon-assembles-award-winning-team-to-design-distillery/ 
 
Brown-Forman plans to expand distilleries – Brown-Forman is planning a $95 million expansion at its distillery located 
near Dixie Highway in the Shively area of Louisville. The expansion will modernize the workspace, double the number of 
fermenters, add column still capacity and mash cookers, improve the grain handling and byproducts system as well as on-
site traffic flow, plus create green space for an Old Forester oak tree nursery. The company is also set to expand 
Woodford Reserve Distillery in Versailles, doubling its production capacity and adding three copper still pots, constructing 
a new building to house the boiler plant, adding fermentation tanks, a grain unloading area, a barrel unloading and 
storage area and an employee conference and training center. Construction will begin spring 2021 and is expected to be 
completed in summer 2022; the distillery will be fully operational throughout. https://www.courier-
journal.com/story/news/2021/02/18/brown-forman-double-capacity-shively-distillery-95-m-project/6799108002/ & 
https://www.brown-forman.com/woodford-reserve-to-expand-versailles-distillery-includes-addition-of-three-copper-pot-
stills/  
 
Covington's Former YMCA to Transform into Bourbon Distillery Experience and Luxury Suites – The former YMCA 
in downtown Covington will get new life with luxury suites, a "bourbon distillery experience" and office space with a $22.5 
million-plus renovation. The 72,000-square-foot space is split between two three-story buildings and is located on the 
corner of Madison Avenue and Pike Street. The first floor will feature an urban distillery and "bourbon experience" in 
addition to 10,000 square feet of commercial office space. The second and third floors will be transformed into 60 
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presidential and VIP suites, each equipped with a kitchenette. Façade work to modernize and update the historic exterior 
started in early 2021. https://www.citybeat.com/news/blog/21104386/covingtons-former-ymca-to-transform-into-bourbon-
distillery-experience-and-luxury-suites & https://www.lanereport.com/138796/2021/02/facade-work-to-start-on-ymca-
building/  
 
Heaven Hill opens first phase of visitor expansion, other renovations plan for restaurant – Heaven Hill Distillery in 
Bardstown is undergoing extensive, multi-million dollar renovations that will add on a whole new two-story wing and bring 
the visitor center to about 30,000 square feet. In fall 2019, the Heaven Hill Bourbon Heritage Center debuted its first 
phase of its multi-million dollar visitor center expansion, including three new themed tasting rooms. One room pays 
homage to Prohibition times and John Fitzgerald, another is more rustic and designed to invoke thoughts of Elijah Craig, 
and the third is a new retail area meant to have visitors feeling like they’ve been invited into the owner’s home. A new 
wing, expected to be completed by late 2020, will feature a restaurant, a lounge-type area and a hands-on experience 
called “You do Bourbon” where guests will receive product education before getting to select, fill and label their own 
bourbon to take home with them. *Due to COVID-19, the timeline for this project may be delayed.* 
https://www.kystandard.com/content/heaven-hill-opens-first-phase-visitor-expansion  
 
Hermitage Farm’s Barn8 Restaurant & Bourbon Bar – 21c Museum Hotel co-founders Steve Wilson and Laura Lee 
Brown are the visionaries behind new agricultural dining and bourbon experience at Hermitage Farm, Barn8 Restaurant & 
Bourbon Bar, which opened in spring 2020. The Bourbon Bar & Lounge features an innovative cocktail program that 
utilizes ingredients from the surrounding farms, along with an extensive list of rare whiskeys and aged bourbons from 
Barn8’s small batch program. An impressive entrance of 100 bourbon barrels lines the main staircase leading up to the 
second floor Hayloft, which will be used for private dining for up to 200. https://www.wdrb.com/news/hermitage-farm-sets-
opening-date-for-new-visitors-experience-in/article_2d117456-3e2c-11ea-aba7-0bc2dfb945a4.html  
 
Log Still Distillery planning family-friendly destination – Log Still Distillery, a new bourbon distillery located in Nelson 
County about 20 minutes south of Bardstown, recently opened its renovated bed and breakfast Dant Crossing, and has 
announced a $24 million investment. This investment is for a second phase of its family-friendly project for the 300-acre 
property to include a tasting room, restaurant and bar, 13,000-square-foot event venue, outdoor amphitheater, train depot, 
fishing lake and walking trails. https://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2021/02/05/forthcoming-distillery-to-open-
spring-2021-names.html & https://apnews.com/article/distillery-operation-historic-sites-kentucky-
90b1506ae1057f27b8063237f83e3148  
 
James B. Beam Distilling Co. to revamp visitor experience – The James B. Beam Distilling Co. in Clermont will be 
undergoing significant renovations to upgrade visitor’s experiences, set to be unveiled in late summer 2021. New visitor 
experiences will include: The American Outpost, a new visitor and retail center which will replace the American Stillhouse; 
The Kitchen Table, a 5,000 square foot restaurant and gathering space championing local farmers; “Beam Made 
Bourbon,” an immersive consumer tour showing how bourbon is made the “Beam Way”; and the Fred B. Noe Craft 
Distillery, a new functional production facility that will offer special distillation process sessions with Freddie Noe, 8th 
generation Beam Distilling, plus hands-on activities in the blending lab, a tasting bar and state-of-the-art classroom. 
https://kybourbontrail.com/upgraded-james-b-beam-distilling-co-visitor-experience-to-open-summer-2021/  
 
New distillery coming to Bullitt County – Clermont Distilling Co. announced in fall 2020 plans to create Kentucky’s 
newest bourbon located off I-65 at the Clermont/Bardstown exit 112 in Bullitt County. Ground breaking is planned for early 
2021, with a distilling operation, tasting room, gift shop, grain house and 24,000-barrel rick house all in the works. 
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/money/companies/2020/08/28/new-13-m-clermont-distillery-planned-near-
bernheim-forest-off-65/5655163002/  
 
New Riff Distilling set to expand – The Newport-Kentucky based New Riff Distilling has plans for a $2 million expansion 
that will increase its whiskey production by 50 percent. It will also add 900-square-feet to its distillery space and three 
additional fermenters. The expansion will allow the distillery to operate six days a week (up from four) and produce 12,000 
barrels per year (up from 8,000). https://thewhiskeywash.com/whiskey-styles/bourbon/kentuckys-new-riff-distilling-
announces-whiskey-production-expansion/  
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Old Samuels Distillery experience planned for Bardstown – The historic T.W. Samuels Distillery site is set to be 
transformed into Old Samuels Distillery, a tourism, restaurant and lodging experience just 10 minutes from downtown 
Bardstown. The project will be completed in phases, but will eventually offer a multi-faceted experience including a tour of 
the historic structures, a retail gift shop, dozens of private cottages available to rent, event space, a restaurant, bar and 
tasting room. https://www.lanereport.com/129264/2020/08/developer-to-create-old-samuels-distillery-tourism-restaurant-
and-lodging-experience-near-bardstown/  
 
O.Z. Tyler Distillery rebrands as Green River Distilling Co. – The former O.Z. Tyler Distillery in Owensboro debuted 
their new name and brand in 2020, Green River Distilling Co., drawing on the history of their location. The original Green 
River was started by J.W. McCulloch in the late 19th century, then suffered a devastating loss in 1918 when a fire burned 
through the distillery. The rebrand helps the distillery celebrate the site’s heritage and start the beginning of a new chapter 
for the business. https://www.greenriverdistilling.com/our-distillery/history-timeline/  
  
Wilderness Trail Distillery becomes 18th stop on Kentucky Bourbon Trail – The Wilderness Trail Distillery is now the 
18th stop on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail. This distillery is located on a 163-acre campus in Danville, and was one of the 
first destinations on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour. Launched in 2012 as a premium craft distillery, Wilderness 
Trail has expanded its production and grown its distinctive visitor experience to meet the standards to become the first 
KBTCT distillery to graduate to the iconic Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour. https://wildernesstraildistillery.com/  
 
Wild Turkey debuts new virtual guided bourbon tasting – The Wild Turkey Distillery created the first-ever guided 
tasting for Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant voiced by the legendary Russell family. The new virtual experience is for 
both the novice whiskey drinker and mature connoisseurs, as the Russell family shares about the distilling process, the 
palate, glassware and Wild Turkey craftsmanship. https://www.yahoo.com/now/plan-virtual-escape-wild-turkey-
135500417.html  
 
Culinary 
 
Greyline Station in Lexington becomes mixed-use space – The long vacant bus terminal, Greyline Station, in 
Lexington has been transformed into a year-round public marketplace featuring a farmer’s market, local restaurants, retail 
shops, office space and an outdoor entertainment venue. The $5 million-plus project involved a complete restoration of 
the 65,000-square-foot building. A special 23,000-square-foot section called the Julietta Market has stalls that 
entrepreneurs can rent during special events and other times to help serve as a stepping stone to a brick-and-mortar 
business. https://www.kentucky.com/lexgoeat/restaurants/article245593395.html  
 
Lexington launches new food delivery cooperative – Delivery Co-op™, the first-of-its-kind food delivery service that is 
100 percent owned and operated by people investing in their own community, with participating restaurants, drivers and 
customers becoming co-op owners, launched in Lexington in late 2020. Restaurants won’t see any hidden fees, 
customers won’t pay and delivery charges and drivers – previously out-of-work restaurant workers – will receive full time 
benefits. Learn more at https://delivery.coop/.  
 
New barbeque and soul food in downtown Louisville – The Sauce 502 opened August 2020 on the corner of West 
Market Street and Third Street in downtown Louisville. The soul food restaurants offers down home, Southern cuisine – 
pulled pork, ribs, wings, beef brisket, smoked turkey, collard greens, banana pudding and more! The Sauce 502 also 
features Deke’s Bar, with craft beers, cocktails and delicious wines. https://www.wave3.com/2020/08/06/new-restaurant-
scheduled-open-downtown-louisville-others-struggle-shut-down/  
 
Chef Ouita Michel releases first cookbook – Bluegrass chef, restaurateur and six-time James Beard Foundation Award 
nominee Ouita Michel released her first cookbook in April 2021. “Just a Few Miles South: Timeless Recipes from our 
Favorite Places” includes more than 150 recipes from her restaurants, including Windy Corner Market, Wallace Station, 
Zim’s, The Midway Bakery and Smithtown Seafood, as well as stories to accompany each recipe. https://www.courier-
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journal.com/story/entertainment/events/kentucky-derby/2021/04/12/chef-ouita-michel-shares-famous-recipes-kentucky-
restaurants-new-cookbook/4841544001/  
 
Ouita Michel’s Honeywood adds new Japanese sandwich shop – In December 2020, Chef Ouita Michel’s acclaimed 
Honeywood restaurant in Lexington added a new Japanese sandwich shop, run by Honeywood Chef Lawrence Weeks. 
CurryCurry Katsu operates out of the Honeywood kitchen but offers Japanese comfort food with a southern twist, with 
sandwiches (“sandos”), Japanese curry and other tasty sides and snacks. https://www.honeywoodrestaurant.com/curry-
curry-katsu  
 
Swizzle, Galt House’s new restaurant, now open – The Galt House opened the doors to its new retro, supper-club style 
restaurant, Swizzle, in August 2020. Swizzle is located on the 25th floor and replaces the iconic restaurant Rivue. The 
restaurant boasts twin revolving floors, an open concept kitchen and an expansive bar. It will serve up prime steaks, 
sustainable seafood, local produce and head-spinning cocktails – all surrounded by beautiful river and city views of 
Louisville. https://www.courier-journal.com/story/life/food/2020/07/30/galt-house-hotel-restaurant-swizzle-gives-open-date-
take-sneak-peek/5530270002/  
 
Horses 
 
Breeders’ Cup returning to Keeneland in 2022 – The Breeders’ Cup World Championships is set to return to the 
Keeneland Race Course in Lexington in 2022. The prestigious international horse racing event was held at Keeneland in 
November 2020, but no fans were in attendance due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 2020 ticket holders will be granted first 
access to purchase the same or similar tickets for the 2022 Breeders’ Cup World Championships. 
https://www.breederscup.com/article/keeneland-announced-host-site-2022-breeders-cup-world-championships  
 
Horse Country Inc. offers virtual and in-person tours – Go behind-the-scenes at a horse farm in the Bluegrass State 
with Visit Horse Country – in-person or virtually! Horse Country, Inc. includes a variety of horse farms, equine medical 
clinics and equine attractions in Central Kentucky. From nursery farms to stud farms, training facilities to aftercare – 
there’s sure to be a new experience waiting for you. New this year, several horse farms created virtual tours so you visit 
the farm even if you can’t travel in-person. https://visithorsecountry.com/virtual-tours/  
 
Standardbred horse racing planned for Corbin & Williamsburg – In September 2020, Keeneland and Kentucky 
Downs announced their plans for state-of-the-art facilities in southeastern Kentucky. The proposed facility in Corbin will 
feature live Standardbred racing, and the facility in Williamsburg is set to have historical racing machines. The facilities 
are contingent upon approval of licenses by the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission. 
https://www.lanereport.com/130927/2020/09/live-horse-racing-planned-for-corbin-and-williamsburg/  
 
Hotels & Lodging 
 
Lexington launches a Queen’s Gambit-inspired room – The 21c Museum Hotel in Lexington opened a new The 
Queen’s Gambit-inspired “Harmon Room” in January 2021. The hit Netflix show is set in Lexington, and it comes alive 
with chess-themed wallpaper, midcentury furniture and a chessboard hung above the king-sized bed. The room is 
available to book through late spring/early summer 2021. https://www.afar.com/magazine/queens-gambit-inspired-hotel-
room-opens-in-lexington-kentucky  
 
Glamping experience, Camp Bespoke, comes to Williamstown – A $3 million luxury glamping site, Camp Bespoke, 
opened in fall 2020. Bespoke Campgrounds is a modern ecotourism development offering unique lodging 
accommodations and curated authentic experiences. Set on 31 acres, the campground is also the first majority Black 
female-owned glamping site in the region. Phase 1 of the project accommodates 20 guests in deluxe cabins, cottages and 
glam tents made from upcycled materials. Experiences such as horseback riding and distillery tours can also be arranged 
through Camp Bespoke. Phase two is set to be completed in spring 2021 and will add additional lodging, a conference 
center, event pavilion and an outdoor amphitheater. https://campbespoke.com/  
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New Holiday Inn in downtown Louisville – Centrally located in downtown Louisville and right off of I-65, the new 
Holiday Inn hotel offers a communal space for relaxed social dining, and contemporary guest rooms. The 91-room, 45,000 
square foot facility will have a restaurant on the ground floor and a rooftop bar, and is expected to open in early 2021. 
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/louisville/sdfmh/hoteldetail#  
 
Whiskey Row adding another hotel – The Cambria Hotel Louisville Downtown-Whiskey Row is expected to open by 
mid-2021. Slated to have 128 guest rooms and nearly 2,000 square feet of meeting space, the hotel will also have two 
full-service restaurants, an indoor heated pool and more. https://www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/louisville/cambria-
hotels/ky322  
 
New extended stay hotel planned for Louisville – A five-story extended stay property, TownePlace Suites by Marriott, 
is planned for 801 W Jefferson St. in Louisville, with an expected opening date of spring 2021. The approximately 69,000 
square feet facility will have 120 hotel rooms, valet parking, an indoor pool, a fitness center and a boardroom.  
https://louisvillefuture.com/archived-news/another-new-downtown-hotel-is-in-the-works/  
 
Hotel renovation near Louisville airport – Fairfield Inn is set to join the Louisville airport corridor at 653 Phillips Lane by 
renovating an existing structure that used to be a Comfort Inn & Suites. The 95-room hotel will be near the Kentucky 
Exposition Center and Kentucky Kingdom, and plans to open in spring 2021. https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/sdffa-
fairfield-inn-and-suites-louisville-airport/  
 
Staybridge Suites opening in early 2021 – A new extended-stay hotel, Staybridge Suites, is expected to open in the 
first quarter of 2021 only one mile from the Louisville Airport. It will be about 65,000 square feet and have 99 guest rooms.   
https://www.ihg.com/staybridge/hotels/us/en/louisville/sdfbg/hoteldetail  
 
Music 
 
New summer concert series coming to Louisville’s waterfront – A new concert series produced by Danny Wimmer 
Presents (DWP), the producer of Louisville’s Trifesta musical series, will offer a new concert series starting in May 2021. 
“Live On The Lawn At Waterfront Park” will feature 15 socially-distanced live events with limited capacities.  
https://www.lanereport.com/140813/2021/04/new-waterfront-concert-series-will-light-up-louisville/  
 
Brass band festival scheduled for June 2021 – The annual Great American Brass Band Festival is scheduled for June 
10-13, 2021 in Danville on the Centre College campus. It’s a free, family friendly four-day event that celebrates brass 
music. Held for more than 30 years, it’s a community event that showcases brass band music while exploring its cultural 
influences through a variety of programs and presentations featuring some of the best brass musicians from around the 
world. https://www.gabbf.org/  
 
Hear Master Musicians in Somerset – Held in Somerset, the annual Master Musicians Festival is scheduled for July 16-
17, 2021. The festival brings a wide variety of musicians from every genre to its eclectic stage – blues, bluegrass, Celtic, 
rock ‘n’ roll, jazz, newgrass, Americana and everything in between! https://mastermusiciansfestival.org/  
 
Railbird Music Festival set to return to Keeneland – Returning August 28-29, 2021 after its successful debut in 2019, 
the Railbird Music Festival will be held at the Keeneland Racecourse and will feature Grammy Award-winning headliners, 
culinary demonstrations with Lexington’s top chefs, plus exclusive bourbon tastings. The festival takes its name from a 
“railbird,” a horse racing enthusiast known for hanging on to the rail as the horses come barreling down the track. 
https://www.railbirdfest.com/  
 
ROMP in Owensboro – Hosted by the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Owensboro, the annual ROMP 
Festival celebrates the roots and branches of bluegrass! ROMP is set to return to Owensboro’s Yellow Creek Park 
September 15-18, 2021. Artist-led instrument workshops and other educational forums, kids’ activities and performances 
from world renowned artists create the perfect bluegrass jam session. https://rompfest.com/  
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Rudy Fest at Poppy Mountain – The annual Rudy Fest is set for June 23-26, 2021 in eastern Kentucky. Held on top of 
Poppy Mountain near Morehead, this bluegrass festival celebrates “simply the best” of bluegrass musicians and bands 
from near and far. https://www.rudyfest.com/  
 
Outdoors 
 
Breaks Interstate Park to build the longest pedestrian bridge on the continent – The Breaks Interstate Park in 
eastern Kentucky is planning to build a 725-foot pedestrian swinging bridge across the Russell Fork Gorge. The bridge 
will start on the Virginia side of the park and end on the Kentucky side, with a planned 2021 opening. 
https://www.wjhl.com/news/local/breaks-interstate-park-receives-433000-grant-from-vceda-for-725ft-pedestrian-bridge-
construction/  
 
Boone’s Ridge Wildlife Center set to open summer 2021 – A former coal mining site in Kentucky’s Cumberland 
Mountains is expected to transform into Boone’s Ridge, a new wildlife destination of 12,000 acres with miles of trails, 
several museums, a theater, a restaurant, an artisan’s exhibit hall, a gift shop, bird observatories and a zoo with a petting 
area. The project was formerly called the Appalachian Wildlife Center, but has been renamed to honor Daniel Boone and 
his legacy in the area. https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/reclaimed-mines-historical-legacy-appalachian-wildlife-
center-renamed-boones-ridge/51-53cfcd75-a7e3-4827-846f-8c100d2c5a36  
 
Louisville's Waterfront Botanical Gardens now open to the public – The 23-acre urban botanical garden near the 
intersection of Frankfort Avenue and River Road has been in the works for years, and two portions are now open to the 
public. The Mary Lee Duthie Gardens extend to the west of the new Graeser Family Education Center and contain the 
Pollinator Garden and Kentucky Native Garden. Enjoy the beauty of native and non-native trees, shrubs, perennials and 
ornamental grasses that contribute to local pollinator health and bird habitat. The new education center will also be 
available for event rental. Visiting the Waterfront Botanical Gardens is free to the public. 
https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/waterfront-botanical-gardens-open-october-4/417-3db55d66-f704-4f28-86c0-
253f158f116f  
 
Town Branch Commons trail system in the works for Lexington – A $35.5 million investment called the Town Branch 
Commons is planned to help connect downtown Lexington with the Distillery District, transforming neglected areas 
along Lexington’s historic waterway, the Town Branch of Elkhorn Creek, into a 5.5-mile shared-use greenway trail for 
biking and walking. The system will include continuous bike and walking paths, a lush green band through downtown, 
connect new and existing parks and improve water quality. https://www.lexingtonky.gov/townbranchcommons  
 
Zip line through the Kentucky Palisades – Visitors can hike and kayak within one of Kentucky’s most beautiful natural 
areas – the Kentucky River Palisades, a 450-million-year-old ecosystem – but now for extra adrenaline, visitors can soar 
185 feet above the Palisades and the spectacular Boone Creek gorge with Boone Creek Outdoors’ Zipline Canopy Tours. 
Featuring six zip lines, three sky bridges, a rappel, a spiral and a floating staircase – it’s sure to be an adventure to 
remember! https://boonecreekoutdoors.com/  
 
Other 
 
Conference center in Shelbyville set to open summer 2021 – A new conference center is set to open in August 2021, 
central to Shelbyville’s historic downtown and scenic parks and less than an hour from Kentucky’s largest cities, Louisville 
and Lexington. The Shelbyville Conference Center will be managed by ShelbyKYTourism. This state-of-the-art conference 
and welcome center will offer more than 16,000-square-feet of space spread over one floor, offering seating for 500 
people banquet-style or broken into three smaller rooms, as well as a rentable outdoor patio, onsite prep kitchen and pre-
function space. https://www.lanereport.com/138534/2021/02/new-shelbyville-conference-center-to-open-this-summer/  
 
Non-alcoholic distillery opens in Louisville – Spiritless is Kentucky’s 74th licensed distillery, but doesn’t make bourbon 
– instead, it produces a non-alcoholic drink that can be enjoyed on its own or as a mixer in cocktails. Kentucky 74 is the 
first product on the market, delivering a high-quality smooth finish with notes of caramel, vanilla and oak. Made with a 
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grain-neutral spirit to first produce an extremely high-proof and intensely flavored spirit, it’s then reverse-distilled to 
evaporate all but .5 percent of the alcohol. Learn more at https://spiritless.com/.   
 
Two new welcome centers along state line – Kentucky added two new welcome centers near the Kentucky-Tennessee 
state lines, one located in southcentral Kentucky at the 0 mile marker in Simpson County off I-65 and the second is 
located in southeastern Kentucky at the 1.5 mile marker in Whitely County off I-75 north. These new facilities offer 
travelers a safe, inviting place to stop, rest and relax, while also offering information about the state’s tourist attractions. 
https://www.wnky.com/new-welcome-center-opens-on-kentucky-tennessee-border/ & 
https://www.wymt.com/2020/12/16/new-whitley-county-welcome-center-open-to-visitors/  
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