
 
Southern Kentucky Vacations Region Media Page Trip Ideas – Campbellsville 

Experience the lake life in this south-central Kentucky region that’s home to pristine lakes, hidden coves, 
miles of shorelines, beautiful beaches and lakeside getaways. Enjoy a lake adventure, escape into nature 
at one of the area’s five state parks or the national recreation area, taste some delicious fresh-caught fish 
and explore historical sites. Below we’ve highlighted a few of the many towns and attractions in the region 
to help you plan your next road trip! 
 
Campbellsville 
Campbellsville is a city in Taylor County and is also a Kentucky Trail Town. The city’s located in a section 
of central Kentucky known as the “Highland Rim” for its rolling terrain, steep bluffs and flowing streams. 
The city is also known for its proximity to the 8,200-acre Green River Lake, located in Taylor and Adair 
counties, and Green River Lake State Park. The state park offers a wealth of outdoor recreational 
opportunities, including 28 miles of multi-purpose trails for bikers, hikers and horseback riders – bring 
your horse and camp at Green River Stables near the park.  

The park offers fishing, boating, water skiing, kayaking and tubing on the lake. You can also get out on 
the lake at Green River Marina and Emerald Isle Resort & Marina by bringing your own boat or renting a 
boat, jet ski, water tubes and more. Back on the shore, hike or bike around the lake on miles of trails near 
the dam with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Trails or at the Green River Lake Visitor Center, on the 
partially paved Trace Pittman Greenway and at the Clay Hill Memorial Forest. Don’t miss the Tebbs 
Bend-Green River Bridge Battlefield located south of town with hiking trails and a driving tour to explore 
this Civil War site.  

Just down the road is Homeplace on the Green, a 227-acre historical working farm listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. It’s a community center, a living time capsule for agriculture and a laboratory 
for innovative ideas – a fun agricultural stop for visitors of all ages. You can explore other local historical 
sites with the Campbellsville Historic Sites Walking/Driving Tour. Be sure to check out local shops and 
other entertainment around downtown and throughout the city.  

Lodging ideas:  
• Best Western 
• Emerald Isle Resort & Marina 
• Green River Marina 
• Holiday Inn Express 
• Other area lodging facilities  

 
 

https://campbellsvilleky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/campbellsville/water-activities/boating/green-river-lake
https://parks.ky.gov/campbellsville/parks/recreation/green-river-lake-state-park
https://www.greenriverstables.com/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/fishing-guides-lakes-green-river-lake-ky/
https://www.greenrivermarina.net/
https://www.emeraldisleresort.com/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/trails-hike-mountain-bike-horseback-green-river-lake/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/us-army-corps-of-engineers-trails-2/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/green-river-lake-visitor-center/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/trace-pittman-greenway/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/clay-hill-memorial-forest-3/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/tebbs-bend-green-river-bridge-battlefield/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/tebbs-bend-green-river-bridge-battlefield/
https://www.homeplacefarmky.org/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/history-and-heritage/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/campbellsville-historic-sites-walking-driving-tour/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/shopping/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/arts-entertainment/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listings/downtown-campbellsville/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-campbellsville/best-western-campbellsville-inn/propertyCode.18058.html
https://www.emeraldisleresort.com/
https://www.greenrivermarina.net/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/campbellsville/cvpky/hoteldetail
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/where-to-stay-cabins-condos-hotels-vacation-homes-campgrounds-rv-parks/


Restaurant Ideas:  
• Brothers – This elevated barbecue restaurant is housed in a historic building on Main Street. The 

restaurant has created its own award-winning fusion of regional barbecue styles with smoked 
meat sandwiches, platters, nachos, tacos and sides.  

• Creekside Restaurant – A family-style restaurant known for its crispy fried chicken tenders and 
homestyle buffet, offering a variety of meats, vegetables, salads and desserts.  

• Druther’s – The last Druther’s Restaurant around, this location has been family owned and 
operated since 1970, offering homecooked Southern fare and a friendly atmosphere.  

• Emerald Isle Resort & Marina Restaurant – This seasonal marina restaurant serves American 
breakfast and lunch favorites, including pancakes, biscuits and gravy, burgers, fish and more.  

• Other area restaurants 
   

Travel Tip:  
See the “World’s Grandest Jet Event” – Jets Over Kentucky – July 11-18, 2021! Enjoy a week of flying 
with the greatest pilots in the world and see over 600 jets on site at the Taylor County Airport in 
Campbellsville. Flying begins at 8 a.m. and concludes at dark.   
 
Trip Extensions: 

• Columbia (~25 minute drive) – This Kentucky Trail Town in Adair County is perched on the banks 
of the Russell River. It is located between Green River Lake and Lake Cumberland, offering a 
haven for anglers and paddlers. There’s also local shops and barn quilts to discover. 

• Liberty (~40 minute drive) – This small town in Casey County is home to charming Amish and 
Mennonite communities with handmade furniture, antiques, baked goods and seasonal produce. 
It is known for the “World’s Largest Apple Pie” that’s prepared annually at the Casey County 
Apple Festival each September. 

• Lake Cumberland Area (~1 hour 5 minute drive) – The largest lake in the state, Lake Cumberland 
is also the “Houseboat Capital of the World.” Craft your own water adventure on the lake and at 
the nearby Lake Cumberland State Resort Park in Jamestown, a Kentucky Trail Town in Russell 
County with many outdoor recreation activities including canoeing, kayaking and hiking.  

• Somerset (~1 hour 10 minute drive) – Go all in on adventure in this Pulaski County city bordering 
Lake Cumberland. Get out on the lake for boating, fishing, paddling and other water adventures, 
and enjoy the SomerSplash Waterpark during the summer months. Explore arts, local spirits and 
history around town, including the Mill Springs Battlefield National Monument. 

• Dale Hollow Lake Area (~1 hour 15 minute drive) – Dale Hollow Lake in Clinton and Cumberland 
counties straddles the state border with Tennessee and is one of the nation’s premier bass 
fisheries. There’s plenty of marinas and outdoor activities to be found in the area surrounding the 
lake, as well as a local distillery and a local winery.  

• Wayne County (~1 hour 40 minute drive) – Known as the “Heart of Lake Cumberland,” this 
county along Lake Cumberland and the Cumberland River is home to the small town of 
Monticello, Conley Bottom Resort and the Wayne County Museum.  

• McCreary County (~1 hour 45 minute drive) – This southern county is a natural paradise with 
waterfalls (including the state’s tallest waterfall – Yahoo Falls!), natural arches, pristine forests 
and whitewater rapids, plus mountains and historic coal mining communities. The county has two 
main towns: Whitley City, the county seat, and Stearns, a Kentucky Trail Town with easy access 
to the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area, the Daniel Boone National Forest and 
Sheltowee Trace National Recreation Trail.  

 

   
 
 

https://www.brotherskentucky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TerryPenningtonLouiseLawson/
http://druthersrestaurant.com/
https://www.emeraldisleresort.com/
https://campbellsvilleky.com/listing-category/restaurants-eat/
https://www.facebook.com/JetsOverKY/
http://www.tourismcolumbiaky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/campbellsville/water-activities/boating/green-river-lake
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/outdoors/natural-attractions/lake-cumberland
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/insiders-guide-columbia-ky-haven-anglers-and-paddlers
http://www.tourismcolumbiaky.com/artisansunique-shops/4585565830
http://www.tourismcolumbiaky.com/barn-quilts/4585565809
http://explorelibertyky.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/outdoors/natural-attractions/lake-cumberland
https://parks.ky.gov/jamestown/parks/resort/lake-cumberland-state-resort-park
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://lakecumberlandvacation.com/
https://lakecumberlandvacation.com/
https://lctourism.com/
https://www.nps.gov/misp/index.htm
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/burkesville/natural-attractions/nature-wildlife/dale-hollow-lake
http://www.clintoncoky.com/
http://www.cumberlandcounty.com/
https://theheartoflakecumberland.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/outdoors/natural-attractions/lake-cumberland
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/monticello/monticello
https://conleybottom.com/
https://www.waynecountymuseum.com/
https://mccrearytourism.com/
https://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore-kentucky/trail-towns
https://www.nps.gov/biso/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/dbnf/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/dbnf/recarea/?recid=70839


 
 
Before visiting Kentucky attractions, please check businesses’ websites and 
social media channels for the latest COVID-19 information. 

 


